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Greetings once again to all you old (and a

few young) Hourglass 7th Inf Div vets! It’s

high time you guys were shifting gears and

getting ready to head for Tacoma, WA - our

next reunion is rapidly approaching. I hope

you have already made plans, worked out

your transportation, nailed down the best

bargain airline flights, and persuaded your lady

friends (wives if you have one) to accompany you.

A reminder… the number to call for room reservations at the

Murano Hotel is (253) 238-8000; be sure to tell them it’s for

the 7th Division reunion to get the special rate of $109.00 +

tax/day.

We will have several of our young, active-duty 7th Div soldiers

joining us at this reunion, including their Commanding Officer,

MG Ferrell, and CPT Erich Roberts, who you learned about in

your last Hourglass newsletter. It will be great to interact with

the 7th Division soldiers now stationed at JBLM. Some of them

will even be joining us at our main banquet.

Folks, we have a great veteran’s organization. I know because

I have been a member of this outfit for 20 years now. I have

met and made a lot of friends with the Hourglass Division -

dating back to 1952 &’53 in Korea. I joined in 1995, when

my twin brother Jack accompanied me to our reunion in

Knoxville, TN. There I first met Doug Halbert  - our excellent

Treasurer/Roster Mgr, our unofficial 7th Div Historian and the

guy who actually “runs” this outfit! Jack was also with me at the

’97 reunion in Colorado Springs, the ’09 reunion in Baton

Rouge, AND the 2013 reunion in San Antonio, TX.  Many of

you guys have met Jack over the years.
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When I read the article in the Win’14
issue “My Time in the 7th,” I saw the
1955 photograph (p15) of 2nd Platoon,
Co A, 707th Ordinance Bn working on
a deuce-and-a-half.

Well, I was in 1st Platoon of Co A in
1952-53, working on the front. We were
attached to the 32nd Inf Service Co. It
was a different time, with old 1943-45
equipment. We did have the same wrecker
though, the model 1943 LaFrance. We
lived in old rotten tents that were
COLD in the winter and HOT in the
summer…and they leaked!

My tour was 13½ months long and I got 4
points/month the entire time I was
there. I left just as the war ended. It
quieted down that day because the
shelling that had been taking place by
the 49th FA and the 15th AA, both of which
were nearby, stopped.

Here are a few pictures of me and my
motley crew. We were a pretty crude
bunch, but we got our job done well. We
received 2 Meritorious Unit Citations
while I was there. We had very few
chances to shower except when we were
on R&R in Osaka, Japan. I remember I
was happy to see a real toilet when I
got home.

1943 LaFrance
tow truck

Here is a photo of Papa
Rex in uniform.

I know he had a
dwindling number of
service buddies, but
he always spoke fondly
of them.

Rex Nelson & his
wife Cooea.

We Get Letters

Doug (Halbert),
Thank you for your service as the
Treasurer of our Association.

I’m considered a WWII vet, but I served
in 1946-47 with HQ, Hq Btry, 57th FA as
an occupation soldier in Seoul. I
enlisted for 18 months.

I enjoy reading The Hourglass very much.
Good job! Enclosed is my check for $25
for the Booster Club.

Andy Banas, Jr.
3640 186th St. #302
Lansing, IL 60438

My beloved grandfather Maurice Rexford
Nelson (13th Eng Bn), aka “Papa
Rex,” passed away on 4/4/14. My
family receives his 7th Infantry
Division Hourglass publication (we
reside in his home) and I still
read it cover-to-cover on his behalf.

Kel R. Fox
1320 N Orchard Dr
Burbank, CA 91506

541-951-1577
<Kelfox73@gmail.com>
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We Get Letters continued

Our “one holer”. Not much on privacy, but it was dry!

Using the wrecker
to put in a tank
engine.

CPL Ellis Mercier
with a captured
Nos in -Nagan t
Russian rifle.

Our squad tent.

Mercier in the
spring of 1953.

Working on a Jeep - just flip it on its side and you can
get at everything!

L to R - Ellis Mercier, Ray, unknown, and Jack Hilton.

Our gang standing
around a 32nd Inf truck.

Ellis Mercier
125 Washburn Ave.
Oconto, WI 54153
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Recently I wrote a book titled “KISKA -
the Japanese Occupation of an Alaska
Island,” published by University of
Alaska Press and distributed by
University of Chicago. To research the
book I spent 51 days camped on
uninhabited Kiska seeking out the
remnants of the Japanese occupation.

The book was recently featured in “Slate”
magazine. Here are links to the book
and the “Slate” article itself. I thought
this might be of interest to your
members.

http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/
book/distributed/K/bo19092773.html

http://www.slate.com/blogs/
atlas_obscura/2014/08/25/

world_war_ii_relics_on_kiska_island.html

Brendan Coyle
<bcoyle@telus.net>

The book’s cover, showing the wreckage of the Borneo

Maru, a Japanese transport ship, still sitting in Kiska’s
waters.

The 1967 Bearcats of A/1/31 Inf, and their wives, at their
2014 reunion. L to R – John & Pam Callari, James
Clarety & friend Jean, Raymond & Dorothy
Etheredge, Lamar & Linda Davis, Gene & Barbara
Clarke, and Glen & Kay Dunn.

Standing L to R - Robert McCummber, OR, Gene
Clarke, CT, Glen Dunn, AR, Jack Noldge, MO. L to R
seated - Jimmy O’Shea, MI, James Clarety, TX,
Raymond Etheredge, OK, John Callari, NY.

These photos are of an August 2014
reunion of Co A, 1st Bn, 31st Inf Rgt
(“Bearcats”) that was held in Branson,
MO. We served together in 1967.

Eugene Clarke
25 Bridle Rd.

Redding, CT 06896
(203) 830-9098

<eclarke71946@icloud.com>
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Here are some pictures I took during my
tour with the 13th Engineer Bn, 7th Infantry
Div. in late 1963 to early 1965.

Some “aggressor” troops marching at Camp Casey.

A pre-fabricated, truss bridge, known as a “Bailey"
bridge

A south view of Camp Casey from our compound.

A north view of Camp Casey from our compound.

The 13th’s
Battalion

Commander,
LTC Love.

LT Stu Friedman and LT Bob O’Toole.
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I served with the 7th QM unit in Korea
between Sep’51-Aug’52 and, after my
return to CONUS, I was sent to Camp
Desert Rock, NV. There, on 25May53, I
witnessed the first firing of the 280mm
atomic cannon, dubbed “Atomic Annie,”
in a test known as UPSHOT-KNOTHOLE-
GRABLE.

There were 3000 of us hunkered down in
trenches 5’ deep and 3’ wide, just 4500
meters from ground zero. The cannon,
which was 10 miles up range, was fired
at 0830 hrs. The projectile weighed 400

I’d like to thank the Association for
the remembrance card I received after
the passing of my husband, John Erm
(Div HQ, 1950-51), in October. Thank
you for caring.

I would like to continue to receive The
Hourglass as an associate member. Thank
you.

Mary Erm
1530 W. Ridge #39

Marquette, MI 49855

I was a green 2LT, dumb as they come
but, thanks to some terrific NCOs, I
managed to stay out of trouble. It was
a great experience for me, and I look
back on my service there with warm
feelings, particularly for the great
people I served with.

Stu Friedman and Bob O’Toole were a
couple of fine officers - I’d say
outstanding. We were all together at Bn
Hq. That had some advantages - you could
see the operations of a Battalion from
the staff level, and understand the
scope of what we were doing to support
the 7th Div.

We took an overnight trip to a reservoir
near Chunchon - a very scenic part of
Korea a lot of us hadn’t seen before.
The area around Camp Casey was barren,
and there was a lot of poverty. S.
Korea has changed tremendously since
we were there.

God bless the 7th and the 13th.

Jerry Hudson
<hudsonjk@astound.net>

Five days ago I received my Winter 2014
issue of The Hourglass and have read it
3 times to be sure I didn’t miss
anything. Like the 85 yr-old (p4,
Win’14), I am 87 looking to reach 100.

I don’t know when I joined, but in
Dec’46 I was assigned to the 48th FA
Headquarters in Seoul, and served until
1948.

I save some of the newsletters & the
rest of them I leave at my local VA
hospital. Keep the newsletters coming
- they keep me in touch with the
Division. I also read Mrs. Henson’s
letter (p2, Win’14) and have told my
wife (who also reads the newsletter) to
join as an Associate Member.

I have a Ford Fiesta that now has 7IDA
license plate holders, a rear window
that says, “I am a Veteran. I served in
Korea” with a 7ID patch decal, and a
7IDA bumper sticker. Hoorah!

Bob Reed
10 Brook Haven Dr. #3A
Attleboro, MA  02703
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pounds and traveled one mile/second.
It was of the same magnitude, 15 megaton,
as the ones dropped on Japan in 1945.
When the countdown hit zero, the round
exploded over our heads at a height of
525’.

My 1992 card showing me at Panmunjom earlier that year.

My 2013 card, a photo of the atomic explosion on 25May53 in the
Nevada desert.

A terrible dust storm
developed shortly
thereafter, which caused
us to wear our gas masks
for 1½ hours. The lack
of oxygen, caused by the
restricted airflow
through the mask’s
canister, combined with
the desert heat made for
some very uncomfortable
conditions - to the
point of being scary.

Many of the participants were veterans
of the Korean War, who thought they had
left all the scary stuff behind them.
Not so - this atomic test was something
we will not forget! We were not allowed
to talk about this test until it was
declassified, many years later.

We have been proclaimed “atomic
veterans,” but have not received any
recognition from the government…a
certificate or medal would be well
received!

These are a couple Christmas cards I’ve
sent out since then. The first one is
from 1992 and shows me on a visit back
to Korea. The other one, from 2013,
shows the cannon and the blast - you
can even see where I was in the lower,
left corner.

SFC Mel Schriefer
Atomic Veteran

203 W. Railroad Ave.
Alvin, IL 61811
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I was in Korea (1955-1957). Does anyone know how far from

the DMZ the 15th AAA, AW, Sp Bn was located? We

were just south of the Imjin river, about 7 miles east

of “Railhead” Munsan-ni. I know we were within

5 miles of the DMZ as everyone within that 5 miles

was considered expendable if we had been

attacked again. This, of course, gave those beyond

the 5-mile range a chance to retreat and regroup. I was in HQ

company and one of my buddies found an order specifying the

forgoing. Not a very comforting thought.

Also, in reference to the article in the Sum’14 issue (p14, photo,

upper L-hand corner), the Shinto Shrine was also known as the

“Hill of a Thousand Steps,” and at the top was a statue of

 president Syng-man Rhee.

William Purcell

<bporcel@sbcglobal.net>

Seekers Page

I was wondering if you, or any of your members, had any

information about Agent Orange benefits through the VA for post-

war Korean veterans.

Thanks.

Eugene Clarke

25 Bridle Rd.

Redding, CT 06896

(203) 830-9098

<eclarke71946@icloud.com>

Editor’s note: Mr. Clarke was sent the information published

in The Hourglass in the Win2010 & Win2011 issues.

My name is Henry C. White and I served with the 7ID from

1948-50, including with the 49th FA at Cp Yamaguchi, Japan

in late 1949. I’m looking for anyone that remembers me being

part of the unit at that time. I’m suffering from PTSD connected

with the death of one of my buddies, around Thanksgiving

’49, and I keep getting denied service from the VA because I

cannot provide proof that “I was there.” I have tried getting

records from the Nat’l Records Center but they can’t been

located, for whatever reason.

If anybody remembers me, please contact

William L'Esperance, my attorney, at PO Box

90668, Albuquerque, NM 87199, (505) 266-

8482, or <walesperance@wwdb.org>.

         Thanks!

Henry C. White

PO Box 187

Ganado, AZ  86505

Korean War Surrender
Pamphlet

A pamphlet in English and Korean distributed by

the North Korean Army during the Korean War

optimistically stating that "the peoples of the

U.S.S.R are convinced of the fact that the Korean

problem can be solved by peaceful means."

It urges all "belligerent countries" withdraw their

troops from below the 38th parallel and begin

negotiating a settlement.
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The 2015 7th IDA Reunion

The 2015 reunion is upon us. It will be held Sep 3-6, 2015 at the Hotel Murano, 1320 Broadway, Tacoma, WA 98402. It is a

4-star Provenance Hotel, about mid-way between the Sea-Tac Airport and Joint Base Lewis-McChord, and can be easily reached

from Sea-Tac by taxi or a share-ride van for those of you not renting a car while you’re there.

The hotel has 319 rooms with LCD televisions, high speed wireless Internet service, a full-service spa, and many other amenities.

There is also on-site valet parking for those attendees driving a vehicle at a discounted cost of $10/night. This is a downtown hotel,

so parking is not as plentiful as it was in San Antonio. It also has a restaurant/bar and 24-hr room service. If you’re interested in

checking out a review of the hotel, go to: http://www.myboysandtheirtoys.com/2012/06/hotel-murano-tacoma-review/

There will be a Special Meeting on Friday to vote on the proposed changes to the Constitution and By Laws. The place and time

of this meeting will be disseminated at registration. You can see the proposed changes starting on page 30 of this issue.

Due to a lack of response, there are no organized tours/activities set for Friday, but there are plenty of things to do in the area.

There’s the Boeing Aircraft Co., the LeMay Auto Museum, the Chihuly Bridge of Glass, the Tacoma Glass Museum, local micro-

breweries, and much more. There are also water tours of Puget Sound, the Seattle Space Needle, the Seattle Fish Market, Mount

Ranier, a casino in Fife, WA, the area’s largest farmer’s market in Puyallup, and the Gig Harbor area. There’s no reason to be

bored while you’re in the Seattle-Tacoma area. You can check out http://TravelTacoma.com to see all kinds of activities.

The reunion and hotel registration forms are on pages 11 & 12, so fill them out, copy them, and make your reservations as soon as

possible. This should be a great reunion!

The Hotel Murano.

Seattle Fish Market.
Photo: Vicky Jauron

Artist’s rendering of the LeMay Auto Museum.
Jason Siu, Autoguide

The Tacoma Glass
Museum and the Chihuly
Bridge of Glass.
Photo: Joe Mabel

Puget Sound.
Photo: Marli Miller
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Reunion Cost Explained
By Gene Richards, President

There has been some comment from the membership about the

costs associated with our reunions. Yes, the hotel room rates

are higher than you might be able to find in other area hotels, but

the very nature of our reunion requires that we must choose a

large downtown hotel. This is generally one of the major chains,

as opposed to a discount chain. We have to have large meeting

rooms, banquet facilities, and a good central location that includes

taxi and shuttle services, as the vast majority of attendees are

flying in from all over the country. Discount chains just don’t

offer these required amenities, and we’re doing well to get the

major chains down, or close, to $100.

Having grown up on a farm during the Depression, I’ve always

been just about as fiscally conservative as any member of my

generation. When Judy and I travel across the country we look

for motels in the $75 dollar (or less) range. And, yes, you can

get that from the discount chains - but it requires some aggressive

negotiating! Not to mention that these operations do not offer

Reminder - Reunion Assistance
Available

You may recall that the Association received an anonymous

donation in 2008 designated to provide members who would

like to attend the reunion but just do not have the available funds

to do so. The fund was used for previous reunions but there are

still funds available. This fund is not designed to pay for everything

but, instead, to give that little bit of help that makes the difference

between coming or not coming. Help with the cost of the hotel

room; help with the cost of a plane flight; help with the cost of

meals. The key is HELP, not a freebee.

If you would like to apply for reunion assistance, please send

your letter to Gene Richards as soon as possible. Outline what

you can afford and what help would make the difference with

respect to you being able to attend the reunion. Your request

will be reviewed by a committee appointed by the President

and within two weeks of receipt of your letter you will be advised

the amount of assistance for which you are eligible. All applications

will be handled in the strictest confidence.

Area Map

the facilities we need for a large veterans meeting.

So rest assured, the selection committee did its

best to keep the costs associated with the reunion

as inexpensive as possible. If you are having

difficulty affording the reunion, you should

remember that there is a small assistance fund

available through our Treasurer. Contact Doug at

<treasurer@7ida.us> to see what assistance is

available.
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7th IDA 2015 Reunion cont...
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7th Infantry Division Association
Hotel Reservation Form

Hotel Murano
1320 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma, WA 98402

Main Line: (253) 238-8000 | Toll Free: (866) 986-8083
   Fax: (253) 627-3167

Check-in time is 3:00 PM and Check-out time is 11:00 AM. The hotel does not generally grant requests for “late check-out.” The special 7th

Infantry Division rates apply three days before and three days after the reunion. The Hotel Murano is centrally located in downtown Tacoma
with more than 60 shops and restaurants within a six block radius. There is a complimentary light rail system that will take you to the city’s
attractions like the Bridge of Glass, Museum of Glass, the Tacoma Art Museum and the LeMay America’s Car Museum.

Reunion Dates: September 3 - 6, 2015 – Conference ID: 7th Infantry Division Association

Name: ________________________________________ Sharing room with____________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City, State & ZIP: __________________________________________________________________

Phone:  (          )                                               .  eMail:                                                                            .

Arrival Date:                                                      . Departure Date:                                                            .

Number of Rooms: _____  Number of persons per room _____  Handicap Access:  o Yes     o No

Preferences: o Single King        o Two Double Beds

Please be aware that this is a smoke-free property. There are no smoking accommodations.

Please provide reservation confirmation by:  o Postal      o eMail

Rates: Special double occupancy rate of $109.00 plus tax (13.5%) and a $1.50 Tourism Tax for a total of
$125.22 per day. The single occupancy rate is $113.87 (including taxes).

Cut-off date for guaranteed rate: Reservations must be submitted before August 19, 2015. Reservation
requests received after this date will be processed on a space and rate available basis.

Cancellation policy: Should a cancellation become necessary, you must cancel at least 24 hours before your
arrival date to avoid being billed for one night.

Credit card information: (Reservations cannot be confirmed without a valid credit card or payment for first night)

o AMEX o VISA o Master Card         o Discover Card

Credit Card Number:                                                                              .  Exp. Date:          /         . Verification Code:          .

Name on the card:____________________________________________

TO BE COMPLETED BY HOTEL

With pleasure we confirm your reservation:

Confirmation Number____________________

Signature______________________________

Signature:                                                                                                                             .  Date signed:                       .
Submit this form to Group Sales Dept., Hotel Murano, 1320 Broadway Plaza, Tacoma, WA 98402 or FAX it to the number
above or make your reservation by phone using the numbers above. Be sure to identify yourself attending the 7th

Infantry Division Association Reunion.
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Fida Returns to Kwajalein
Edited and condensed from articles by Michelle Breidenbach, Syracuse.com

On 29Jan15, WWII veteran Donald Fida, 91, of Syracuse,

NY, returned to celebrate the 71st anniversary of “Operation

Flintlock,” the Battle for Kwajalein Atoll. Fida, of the 184th

Infantry Regiment of the 7th Infantry Division, fought in

five battles in WWII, including the invasion of Kwajalein in the

Marshall Islands. The battle is remembered as the first time

American soldiers took control of a Japanese-held South Pacific

island in World War II.

Fida recounting his experiences to the
Syracuse.com reporter at his home.
Photo: Stephen D. Cannerelli

Photo:Tim Roberge

Anthony Pagano, the Army
medic who treated Fida when he

was bayoneted.

Don, a 7IDA

member, still

visits the small

b o o m e r a n g -

shaped Pacific

island in his

sleep. He

remembers the

way 22,000

soldiers of the

7ID emptied

from a ship onto

Kwajalein and

worked their way across the 2.5-mile island, killing close to 5,000

Japanese and losing 177 of their own. Fida was barely 20 years

old when he hit the beach on 31Jan44.

After Kwajalein, Fida went to fight in the Philippines. That’s

where he earned the Purple Heart. He was captured by Japanese

soldiers, who held his arms and legs spread-eagled, stabbed

him in the left abdomen and partially castrated him. In a story he

calls a miracle, he was rescued and nursed back to health by a

man he knew from school in Manlius, Anthony Pagano, an

Army medic assigned to the 184th Inf Rgt.

After three years, five battles and a

horrifying wound, Fida was sent home

at the end of 1945 with enough memories

stowed away, he says, to ruin a

marriage. Nevertheless he started a

landscaping business and raised a family.

At the age of 90, he received a letter from Doug Halbert,

Treasurer and Roster Manager for the 7th Infantry Division

Association. The military contractors who live and work at what

is now the Reagan Test Site on Kwajalein wanted to invite the

veterans of “Operation Flintlock” to the island to commemorate

the battle’s 71st anniversary. There are 33 living Army veterans

who fought there, but there was a specific qualification the

veterans had to meet - they had to be able to walk. There was

only one. “Out of 22,000 men in the 7ID that landed that day,

I’m the only one that can walk,” Fida said.

On Monday, 25Jan15, accompanied by his daughter, Donna

Wisniewski, he boarded a plane for Chicago, on to Honolulu

and finally Kwajalein, arriving (below) one day after his 91st

birthday.

Fida recounted his arrival on the island, “As the plane got closer,

I could hardly believe my eyes. It was beautiful with roads, parks,

and beaches. The Kwajalein I remembered was a place of rubble

- destroyed bunkers, pillboxes, shredded palm trees and all of it

infested with rats.”

Fida went up to an old surviving WWII bunker, near which is a

placard with a picture of him in the upper right hand corner. He

says he thought to himself, “Why was I singled out?” Fida

expressed his gratitude to everyone on Kwajalein that made this

trip the experience of a life time.
Read Fida's own memoirs on page 29.
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New 7IDA T-shirt Unveiled

The QM Store is happy to announce a redesign of our

Association’s T-shirt. From what we can determine, the current

shirt design goes back to at least 1993 - over 20 years ago. It

seemed like it was time for a new design, so here it is. The new

design can be seen in color on p19 of this issue. The 7IDA logo

on the back is almost 12” wide. The shirt is only available in

black. It lists the major overseas combat and peacetime

assignments of the Division, going back to the Division’s formation

in 1917.

MY Time in Korea 1945-46
By Sanford Dickey, COL, USAR (Ret)

8955 Oakmont Dr., Santa Rosa, CA 95409

These photographs were all taken between Sep’45-May’46,

while I was a PFC or T5, in Korea, assigned to the 13th

Engineer Battalion. Earlier, I had also been assigned to H

Co., 32nd Inf Rgt. I was the Company Clerk for a while during

my tour, which made identifying these men that much easier for

me. Robert Ettinger was from Massachusetts or New York,

Richard Rowe was from Massachusetts, Bernard Stock was

from St. Louis, MO, Tom McCormack was from somewhere

in the eastern US, and John Curtis was from Massachusetts or

New York.

I hope these photos bring back some memories for the readers.

It is available for $20 including shipping, which is still a bargain

when compared to similar veterans’ shirts available that cost

$20 for just the shirt and require additional shipping charges.

Back L to R: Dickey, Curtis; Front L to R Stock,
“Radar,” Ettinger, 23Dec45.

Dickey in front of the
13th Eng HQ.

"The lousy bums! Now how'll I wash?"
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13th Eng’s
compound gate
in Seoul.

Back: Mennig,
Dickey;

front: unidentified,
Stock, Curtis

(center front) and
Rowe.

Rowe and Dickey

HQ bulding in Seoul after a fire.

Rowe, Dickey,
Ettinger and

“new kid”

Dickey, Curtis and Rowe

Back: Dickey,
Ettinger,unknown;

front: Rowe and
McCormack.

Rowe and Ettinger
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From Your Treasurer Operating Statement

Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager

10/1/2014 through 3/31/2015 (Cash Basis)
INCOME
Deposits Reunion 2015

Deposits Reunion 2015:JBLM Tour 160.00
Deposits Reunion 2015:Meals 462.00

TOTAL Deposits Reunion 2015 622.00
Donations Received

Donations Received:Booster 100.00
Donations Recd:Membership Adv. 950.00
Donations Received:UNARx Plan 23.50

TOTAL Donations Received 1,073.50
Dues Income

Dues:2013-15 121.25
Dues:2015-17 1,210.00
Dues:Special 50.00

TOTAL Dues Income 1,381.25
Dues in Reserve

Dues in Reserve:2017-19 50.00
TOTAL Dues in Reserve 50.00

Interest Income 0.91
Quartermaster Sales 629.38
Registration Fees 2015 Reunion 160.00
TOTAL INCOME 3,917.04
EXPENSES
Computer:Maintenance 30.00
Dues Refund 40.00
Hourglass

Hourglass:Distribution 1,140.00
Hourglass:Production 5,150.00

TOTAL Hourglass 6,290.00
Insurance:Treasurer Bond 626.00
Quartermaster

Quartermaster:Inventory Purchases 712.59
Quartermaster:Postage 216.33
Quartermaster:Shipping supplies 17.42
Quartermaster Supplies 182.65

TOTAL Quartermaster 1,128.99
TOTAL EXPENSES 8,114.99
OVERALL TOTAL (4,197.95)

Balance Sheet - As of 3/31/2015
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts

Bank of America - 33409918020  $ 19,286.81
CapitalOne - 3273310744 4,160.00
Certificate of Deposit 1,502.41
Petty Cash - Quartermaster 300.00
Reserved for Membership Ads 950.00

TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts $ 26,199.22
TOTAL ASSETS $ 26,199.22

LIABILITIES
B of A Corporate Credit Card $ 62.39

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 62.39
EQUITY $ 26,136.83
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $ 26,199.22

The most important item I need to mention is the change in the

By-Laws being recommended by me. While it seemed like a

good idea at the time, the lack of new members has made it

impossible for the Association to continue to exist with the

“Honored” membership status. I have, therefore, proposed the

By-Laws be changed and that the “Honored” dues exempt status

be eliminated.

You will be asked to approve this change at the reunion in

September. If approved, all those members over 85 will be

expected to pay the 2015-2017 dues amount of $50.00. I

sincerely hope that those impacted by this change will be

understanding of the fact that the Association cannot survive

without their support.

The membership owes a round of thanks to the officers of the

Association who chose to not accept their annual Honorariums.

This has been a great help to the survival of the Association -

saving us $2,000. With our “tax-exempt” status having been
verified by the IRS, each donation to the Association qualifies

for a tax deduction on your 2015 income tax filing.

In this past 6-month period we also received some substantial

contributions to a special fund established to support membership

solicitation. The cost of national advertising is quite expensive,

but we will be discussing what can be done at the reunion this

September.

Unfortunately, there will be no pre-arranged tours at the reunion.

The request for preference votes, published in the winter The

Hourglass, resulted in no responses…zero. With no interest in

tours being expressed by the membership, there was no way I

would be willing to do the work of planning the tours. There is

just too much involved to arrange for busses and entrance fees

considering the evident lack of interest.

I’ll see you at the reunion!
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QM's Corner

Dan McPharlin

Quartermaster

102 Danvers Court

Oakley, CA 94561-5047

Tel: (925) 308-4337

<qm@7ida.us>

Your President,

Gene C. Richards

I said all that to prepare you for the bad news - we lost Jack in

Mar’14. Then, just 8 days after losing Jack, we lost our younger

brother, Dave (he had just turned 80 and was also a ’56 7th Div

DMZ vet). A younger sister, Nancy, passed away 2 months prior

to Jack’s passing.  And, in October, we lost my 21-yr old

grandson in an accident on Hilton Head Is., SC. All this in 2014!

I will be 86 years old at reunion-time in Tacoma. I’m mentally

exhausted after a very bad year, and am now having physical

and health problems. I agreed to take on this job in San Antonio

in 2013, and it has been a great honor, privilege, and blessing to

serve these two years as your president. My office, as well as

some of the VPs and Governors are up for re-election at this

next reunion. I think it’s time for some of our younger vets to

step forward and lead the Association. I shall maintain my

membership for however long I might live, and Judy & I hope to

attend more reunions as long as physically practicable.

“The good Lord willin’ and the creek don’t rise,” Judy and I will

see you in Tacoma in September (you too, Dave Keefe)!

God bless you all. May He bless and watch over our troops

wherever they may be, around the world, and God bless this

great nation of ours - the United States of America!

"Our President's Perspective" from page 1

Einar Ingman, Jr, Honored

On 06Oct14 the town of

Tomahawk, WI honored

its hometown hero, Einar

Ingman, Jr., with a

commemorative stamp.

This is the first day cover

envelope and stamp with

President Harry Truman

presenting the Medal of
Honor to him, on 05Jul51, for his heroic actions in Korea. The

49¢ stamp was not issued by the USPS, but was made

specifically for the ceremony. You can read Ingman’s story in

the Sum’09 issue of The Hourglass.

The September reunion near Joint Base Lewis-McChord will

be a special event for me, along with two of my Army buddies

who are also attending. In the summer of 1967, the three of us

took eight weeks of Advanced Infantry Training there. I know

that during the bus tour of the base, if we sight the old wooden

training barracks, many fond memories of Drill Sergeants barking

orders to us from dawn to dusk will come flooding back.

You will notice that in the Quartermaster store a new shirt

depicting the history of the 7th Infantry Division’s campaigns is

now available to purchase. This shirt tells an account that will

make any 7th Division veteran proud to wear it.

From 15Aug14 until 15Apr15, a total of 92 orders and new

member packets have been processed. Keep them coming!

When using Paypal to order merchandise please note that on

the Paypal check out screen there is a box that says “ note to

seller.” Use this box to give shirt size and right or left facing

display for the 7th Division Unit pin or the 31st Regiment crest so

I will know what to ship. Mail-in orders, please specify the same

information.

Our old 7IDA gray shirts will still be available, on special, for $7

with a $20 merchandise order. Our new black shirt is priced at

$20 so, by ordering one, you have qualified for the discount on

the gray one. I have 29 small, 45 medium, and 31 large size of

these shirts left. When these shirts are gone, no more will be

ordered or sold again.

If any of you have questions feel free to contact me.
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7th IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Military Belt
Black web belt with brass

military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.

$15.00 each

Unit Pins
The authorized 7th ID unit

pins. One for each epaulet.

$7.00 each

Hat Pins
$5.00 each

http://7ida.us/

Dog Tag Key Ring
$9.00 each

Round Key Ring
$9.00 each

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

Lapel Pin
$7.00 each

7th IDA License Plate Holder

1 .......... $ 7.00

2 .......... $ 11.00

3 .......... $15.00

4 .......... $19.00

5 .......... $23.00

6 .......... $27.00

Pricing

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

17th Infantry
Regiment

31st Infantry
Regiment

Car Window Decal
2¾" diameter.

$3.50 each

7th IDA Insignia Decal
4½" diameter

$4.00 each

Crests $7.00 each

FREE sticker with any order!!

Special Offer!

32nd Infantry
Regiment

The Quartermaster’s StoreThe Quartermaster’s Store
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Packing & shipping included. State color & size choices.
Make check, for the total cost of your order payable to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:

7th Infantry Division Association
Dan McPharlin, Quartermaster

102 Danvers Court
Oakley, CA 94561-5047

Tel: (925) 308-4337
<qm@7ida.us>

7th IDA T-shirts
Black only (M, L or XL)

Call QM for available sizes.

$20.00 each

1952 Yearbook

History of the 7th Div in Korea,

Published by the 7ID Public

Information Office with photos by

the 7th Signal Co. and the US

Army Signal Corps.

1954 Yearbook

300 pages of photos and text

originally printed by Division

Command.

Association Publications

"The Hourglass" 1946 - 2011 plus

Yearbooks for 1974, 1977, 1981,

1985, 1991 & 1995.

Hourglass Patch
$6.50 each

7th ID Historical CDs
In FREE Adobe Reader PDF format.

$9.00 each

NEW!

7th ID “Hourglass” cap, one size

fits all. Available in black only.

$14.00 each

Caps
The official Association “bill cap”,

one size fits all. Available in red,

black or white. State preference.

$14.00 each

7th IDA Souvenir Brass Coin
7th Inf. Div. (light), 1980’s & 90’s, 1½" diameter.

$3.00 each

7th IDA Patch
$5.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces. Obverse is red, white and black

enamel w/clear epoxy coating. Reverse is red, black and bronze.

10.00 each

2 for $18.00

5 for $40.00

10 for $70.00
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Jerry Piller

Hourglass Editor

<hourglass@7ida.us>

Editor’s Perspective

I don’t know how many of you noticed, but the last issue of The

Hourglass was very dark, and a number of photographs lost

quite a bit of detail. It was a printing issue, which we have

hopefully corrected for this issue.

As always, I’m looking for Letters and Seekers pieces for every

issue, especially those that include lots of photographs. I need

to get information from you, the members, to make this newsletter

about you and your experiences. I can always find material that

I think will be of interest to you, but what I really need is first-

hand input from the membership.

US, Rep. of Korea Armies To
Join Forces

The Northwest Guardian, JBLM

UIJEONGBU, South Korea

For more than 60 years, 2nd Infantry “Indianhead” Division

soldiers have stood shoulder-to-shoulder with their South Korean

allies on freedom’s frontier keeping the peninsula secure against

an aggressive and oppressive North Korean regime.

In Jan’15, the Division entered a new phase in its partnership

with South Korea. They combined forces with the establishment

of a “combined division.” “The combined division construct is

itself historic. U.S. and Korean Soldiers will literally operate as

one unit with one unified effort,” said MG Thomas S. Vandal,

commanding general of the 2ID. Officers, NCOs and units will

be attached to the division, allowing interoperability between

U.S. and ROK forces as well as planning for mission

requirements; capitalizing on the strengths of both armies. “The

goal of this unification is to cultivate adaptive capabilities to deter

and defeat future provocations,” Vandal said. “Together we will

strengthen the Alliance and enhance the defense of the ROK.”

The combined Division will be led by the 2ID commander with

a ROK deputy commander. The division will fall under Eighth

Army in support of the ground component commander and will

be composed of the already existing 2ID structure and a brigade

from the ROK army. BG Yin will serve as the ROK’s deputy

commanding general and approximately 30 ROK army staff

officers will also be assigned to the Division’s staff.

The combined division and its headquarters will initially be

located in Uijeongbu at Camp Red Cloud and, later, will move

further south on the Korean Peninsula to Pyeongtak as facilities

become available.

My official "command
photograph" that hung
on the wall in the
company Hq bldg
showing I was the CO.

This will be my third reunion. I’m

especially interested in going back

to JBLM because I served there

in 1969 as the 22 year-old

Company Commander of a Basic

Training Company immediately

after I graduated OCS. Not sure

if the buildings of E-1-1 are still

standing, but my old on-base

housing unit (2434A) is still there

and occupied. As of early April,

reunion registrations were meager

but hopefully, with this issue, they

will pick up and we’ll have a big

group at JBLM in early

September.

It looks like we’re going to need some “new blood” to step

forward and assume leadership roles at the reunion. Gene

Richards and Casey Stengel both have either stepped, or are

stepping, down from their positions. Seriously consider making

yourself available for an officer’s position in our Association at

the reunion’s election time.

I’m looking forward to seeing you all again at the reunion in

Sept.
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Officers
Name Office Term

Gene C. Richards President 2013 - 2015

Richard A. Patterson 1st Vice President 2013 - 2019

Julius “JT” Morgan 2nd Vice President 2007 - 2015

Ronald R. Levendoski 3rd Vice President 2001 - 2017

Vacant Executive Secretary

Douglas J. Halbert Treasurer & Roster Manager 2005 - 2017

Daniel J. McPharlin Quartermaster 2013 - 2017

Jerry Piller Hourglass Editor 2009 - 2017

Governors
George Boggs, Sr. 2007 - 2019

Vacant 2011 - 2017

Richard Hazelmyer 2005 - 2017

Levi O. Haire 2001 - 2015

Charles D. Iden 2003 - 2015

Ken Mattingly 2009 - 2017

Henry E. Mills 2013 - 2019

Vilas “Sid” Morris 2007 - 2019

Gene Peeples 2013 - 2015
Richard Steinmetz 2005 - 2017

7th IDA Booster Club
Summer 2015

Membership Status Recruiting Honor Roll
Summer 20152015 336

2016 1
2017 53
2019 5
2023 1
2025 1
2027 2

Associate 61
Complimentary 1
Courtesy 3
Honorary 2
Honored 284
Special 12

Total Members in Good Standing - 762

Submitted by:
 Web site 10
 Robert Fleak 1
 Erich Roberts 1
Total New Members   12 (Includes 5 Active Duty)

Andrew Banas Harold V. Crivello
Daniel J. McPharlin Henry E. Mills
Gene C. Richards Gerald M. Sales

Total Boosters 6
Total Received: $775.00

In addition, the four officers entitled to Honorariums of
$500.00 each declined to accept them for 2015 saving
the Association a pay-out of $2,000.00.

Attu
Landing

11May43 - American

invasion troops of the

7th Infantry Division

approach a landing area

code-named Beach

Red in the western arm

of Holtz Bay, on

Japanese-occupied

Attu Island in Alaska.

(AP Photo)

7th IDA Governing Council
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Organization

 Name Address City, State, ZIP     Phone Co/Batt
127th Signal Battalion
 Kirkeby, USA Ret., Steven R.16241 Cambridge Dr. Stilwell, KS 60085 (913) 897-7716 A & HHC

31st Infantry Regiment
 Clarke, Eugene J. 25 Bridle Rd. Redding, CT 06896 (203) 938-3331 A

32nd Infantry Regiment
 Dickey, USAR Ret., Sanford 8955 Oakmont Dr. Santa Rosa, CA 95409 (707) 548-5192 H

49th Field Artillery Battalion
 White, Henry C. PO Box 187 Ganado, AZ 86505 (505) 266-8482

73rd Tank Battalion
 McBride, Glen R. 370 Fletcher Rd. Jonesboro, LA 71251 (318) 395-2359 B

7th Quartermaster Co.
 Schriefer, Melvin W. 203 W. Railroad Ave. Alvin, IL 61820 (217) 765-2127

Division Headquarters
 Chance, Eugene B. 10235 Grey Wolf St JBLM, WA 98433 (253) 964-2069
 Jarrard, James B. 2368 Astoria Court JBLM, WA 98433 (910) 987-0852
 Keasler, Michael R. 7508 Kodiak Ave NE Lacey, WA 98516 (706) 402-3188 HSC
 Markgraf, Randall 1816 Kennedy Pl DuPont, WA 98327 HQ
 Plaschkes, John D. 3333 Henry Hudson Pkwy Unit 17G, Bronx, NY 10463 (917) 892-2778
Unknown
 Lionberger, Brian 14104 74th Ave Ct E Puyallup, WA 98373

Total New Members - 12

New Member List

Who Was The Most Decorated?
In the Sum’14 issue of The Hourglass there was an article about

Pam Murphy, Audie Murphy’s widow. In that article, Murphy

was described as the most highly decorated service member of

WWII. He may have had the highest total number of medals,

but determining who is the most highly decorated depends on

how you arrive at that distinction.

In the Apr’14 issue of the VFW magazine there was an article

that set up a points system, designed by Erich Anderson of

VeteranTributes.org, for different medals and the total score

determined where someone ranked on the list. He gave 100

points for a Medal of Honor, 75 for the Marine Corps Brevet

Medal, 50 for a service’s Distinguished Cross, 25 for a Silver

Star, 20 for a Distinguished Service Medal, 15 for a Distinguished

Flying Cross or a Soldier’s Medal, 10 for a Legion of Merit,

Defense Superior Service Medal or a Bronze Star, and 5 for a

Purple Heart.

Using that scoring system, there are 28 veterans who ranked

above Murphy, starting with GEN Douglas MacArthur. Not all

of them served in WWII and MacArthur got his for a career

covering 3 wars, while Murphy’s was just for WWII. CMDR

Samuel Dealey is ranked at #4 on the list and his service is solely

for WWII, while Murphy is ranked at #29. There are 2 others,

MAJ Thomas McGuire, Jr. (#9) and MAJ Richard Bong (#14)

ahead of Murphy who also served only in WWII.

To see the full list go to Anderson’s web site,

www.veterantributes.org, for his listing of the top 50 spanning

the time from the Civil War to present. Another 20 names were

evaluated and added to the list in the May’14 issue of the VFW

magazine.
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Today's 7ID

Order of the Bayonet
As of August 2014, the 7th Division has resurrected the Bayonet

Badge by creating the Order of the Bayonet. It has been

instituted to ensure deserving members of 7th Infantry Division

are afforded an opportunity to be recognized by the 7th Infantry

Division Commanding General for their outstanding service while

in the 7th Infantry Division.

The original 7ID Bayonet

Badge was a combat badge

designed and produced unofficially for 7ID soldiers during the

Korean War and, later, serving in the Korean Demilitarized Zone

during the Cold War. Many 7ID soldiers serving in the war, and

later in the DMZ, did not qualify for the Combat Infantryman

Badge. In order to recognize the actions of its soldiers, the 7ID

created its own combat badge featuring a bayonet and the

Division patch in the middle of a wreath. Soldiers proudly wore

the badge on their uniform while in the 7th Infantry Division and

at official functions. Upon reassignment from the Division, the

Bayonet Badge could no longer be worn on the uniform. The

badge’s design and award criteria became the template for the

Army’s current Combat Action Badge.

the Bayonet is not the right of every soldier, but can be earned

through professional conduct, excellence in training and war, and

significant impact on the legacy of the 7th Infantry Division. The

first 2 recipients of the award are SSG Peter Kacapyr and

Spc Nicholas Jackson (see separate article next page).

A sample Order of the Bayonet
certificate.

The Order of the

Bayonet today

r e c o g n i z e s

o u t s t a n d i n g

contributions of

soldiers of the 7th

Infantry Division,

past and present,

and honors the

lineage of the

historic Bayonet

Division. Induction

into the Order of

7ID HQ Deploys to Afghanistan
By Adam Ashton

The News Tribune Staff writer

February 24, 2015

The Army is sending a contingent of the 7th Infantry Division

headquarters from Joint Base Lewis-McChord on a year-long

deployment to Kandahar province in Jun15.

The deployment will consist of about 60, of the Division’s 300,

soldiers, under the command of BG

Paul Bontrager, the Division’s

Deputy Commander. The tour will be

the 7th Infantry Division’s first to Iraq

or Afghanistan and will be based at

Kandahar Air Field, the sprawling base

outside of Afghanistan’s second-

largest city, that has about 2,000 US

military service members currently

stationed there. The 7ID’s

Commanding General, MG Terry

Ferrell, will remain at JBLM along

with his staff.

In 2012 the Army activated the

headquarters at JBLM and designated

LTG Lanza, MG Ferrell and BG Bontrager conferring.
Photo: SFC Mark Moore II photo

BG Paul Bontrager
is leading a year-long
deployment to
A f g h a n i s t a n ’ s
Kandahar province.
Photo: US Army

it as a non-deployable unit, tasking it with supervising the

leadership and training of combat units stationed at JBLM during

the past two wars. The Division has standardized training and
o p e r a t i n g

procedures for

the six brigades

and 15,000

soldiers who fall

under its

command.

TTTTTodayodayodayodayoday’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID
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Two Inducted into Order of
the Bayonet

By CPT Erich Roberts, 7ID HQ

On 12Dec14, MG Ferrell inducted Staff Sergeant Peter

Kacapyr and Specialist Nicholas Jackson of Recon Platoon,

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion,

3rd Infantry Regiment into the newly-created Order of the

Bayonet.

TTTTTodayodayodayodayoday’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID

These 2 soldiers both earned their place in the Order of the

Bayonet by winning the Bayonet NCO and Soldier of the Year

for 2014. They have demonstrated for all what Bayonet Soldiers

ought to be, can be, and will be. These two achieved continuous

success during their time with the 7th Division and are now

immortalized in the unit’s history.

Soldiers are not authorized to wear the Bayonet Badge on their

uniform, but it is used in the induction ceremony to deliberately

emphasize the connection between them, Bayonet Division

veterans and our living legacy.

MG Ferrel pins the Bayonet Badge on Spc Jackson.
SSG Kacapyr’s Bayonet Badge is above his name tag.

7ID Museum Dedicated
12Dec14 marked the dedication of the 7th Inf Div

museum gallery. LTG(R) Harrison (the 7th ID’s 46th

Commander) assisted in the ribbon cutting. The 800

square foot gallery covers the time period from

December 1917 up through current operations. It will

continuously undergo improvement as the Division acquires more

artifacts.

MG Ferrell assists
LTG Harrison cut
the ribbon with a
bayonet, opening
the 7ID Museum.

A 7ID soldier
looks at the
kiosk that
shows photos
of 54 of the 57
Commanders
of the 7ID. Still
missing are:

MG O.A. Leary (1968); MG Thomas Ayers (1980-82);
and MG James Moore, Jr. (1982-85).

The museum’s display of a Korean War M2 fighting
position.

Donations Now Tax Deductible
As of  February, 2014, the Association has been approved as a

“tax exempt” organization. This means that any contributions

you make to the Association will now be recognized by the IRS

as tax deductible on personal tax returns.
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TTTTTodayodayodayodayoday’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID
7ID Artifacts Sought

Because of several activations and deactivations over

the last century, many of the Division’s artifacts have

been damaged, mismanaged, or lost. We’ve been

working with the Center of Military History to recover our

stored artifacts, but thus far have been unsuccessful in our efforts.

So, this is a call to all of our 7th Infantry Division Association

veterans to help return our Division’s history to the Headquarters.

We are requesting artifacts from wherever you served - in

Europe, Korea, Panama and CONUS. We want to catalogue,

secure, and display your history in order to pay tribute to the

actions of our veterans.

Anything and everything is worth sharing - maps, photos,

equipment, flags, uniforms - especially anything with our famous

hourglass patch. Our goal is to receive the donations, display

the artifacts in our HQ’s hallway (in secure cases if appropriate)

for public viewing, and acknowledge each donor with a small

brass plate.

So, if you have items you are able to donate, please send your

artifacts to:

CPT Erich Roberts,

c/o 7th ID SGS

7th Infantry Division

4290 9th Division Rd

Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 98433

When shipping, please include your full name, unit, time of service,

duty position, name of item and its historical significance. Thank

you for your service.

CPT Erich Roberts

7ID Commander’s Initiatives Group

Field Artillery Battalion
Hosts Female Cadet for

“Cadet Troop Leader
Training”

By CPT Tania Donovan, 7ID

Every summer second and third-year cadets from across the

country are hosted at Army bases around the world. These cadets

strive to learn as much as they

can from the active duty

environment in three short

weeks. Tatiana Western, from

Olympia, WA was surprised, but

excited, when she received

orders to report to Joint Base

Lewis-McChord for her Cadet

Troop Leader Training (CTLT),

this summer.

She was assigned to the 5th Bn,

3rd FA Rgt, 17th FA Bde. The

5/3 FAR is a High Mobility Artillery Rocket System

(HIMARS) battalion that prepared to deploy this summer. “Being

here at such a busy time has made me feel like a kid in a candy

store; there is so much to learn and it all has been interesting and

first-hand mentorship,” said Western. “I

have observed the different positions

that the current lieutenants hold and that

has allowed me to see the different

types of jobs, from the administrative

requirements to a MK-19 range and a

Cadet Tatiana Western
at JBLM.

17FA Unit Crest

simulation site. I like the tactical, combat

arms jobs. I enjoy firing weapons and

the mental and physical challenges that

Field Artillery has to offer.”

An 04Mar15 Army directive opened up to women,

approximately 1,900 area-of-concentration 13A Field Artillery

officer positions in the active component, and 1,700 in the Guard

and Reserve. This change now applies to cannon battalions down

to the platoon level and has given cadets like Tatiana an

opportunity that has not been available in the past.

Last Draftee Retires

The last draftee, CWO5 Ralph Rigby, finally retired from the

Army in Nov’14. He was drafted in 1972 during the Vietnam

War but elected to remain in the Army when all the other

draftees were discharged by Thanksgiving, 1972.
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TTTTTodayodayodayodayoday’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID
17th FA Bde Hq Returns,

Uncases Colors
By CPT Tania Donovan, 7ID

On 12Jan15 approximately 60 soldiers from the 17th

Field Artillery Hq, Hq Btty, and 256th Signal Co, 7th Inf

Div, returned to Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA. This signified

the end of a 9-month deployment to Kuwait in support of

Operation Enduring Freedom and Inherent Resolve.

During the welcome home ceremony, the brigade uncased its

colors, symbolizing the continued readiness of the brigade. Their

colors had been cased in Apr’14 when they deployed to Kuwait.

They conducted multiple successful training exercises and formed

The cased colors of the 17th FA at the ceremony.

An unidentified SFC
greets a loved one
with a big hug.

16th CAB Shifting Focus To
Pacific Rim

By Adam Ashton, Tacoma News Tribune

The 16th CAB has turned its attention from the imposing

peaks of Afghanistan to the “vastness of the Pacific.” On

06Jan15 its helicopter battalions held a ceremony marking the

official close of an 8-month mission in Afghanistan that ended in

early December. The event signaled that its 1,700 soldiers are

home from war and ready to train for new assignments.

Pilots and crew members from the 1-229th Attack Recon Bn

and 2-158th Assault Helicopter Bn have been traveling to

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash. to conduct aviation

water training.

A new Apache helicopter unit will join the Brigade, and a slate

of assignments will have them flying over the Pacific Ocean for

the first time. It will take several months for the brigade to receive

and restore all of its equipment from Afghanistan.

The biggest change for the brigade will be its new role in the

Army’s shift of resources to operations along the Pacific Rim.

Traditionally, Army helicopter crews focus on missions over land

while Marine helicopter crews take on challenges at sea.

Diplomats in Uniform
20th Public Affairs Detachment, 7ID

The 84th Civil Affairs Bn at JBLM is responsible for responding

to disasters that may occur in the Pacific region. On 10Nov14

the Bn held an exercise to hone their skills. The aftermath of a

natural disaster is real. It can separate families and leave children

stranded and alone. It can displace thousands of people and,

perhaps worst of all, leave those affected without clean water,

food or shelter.

Civil Affairs work is not inherently dangerous, but the areas in

which they may be required to operate in can be. Applicants

must apply to be a member of a CA unit. They must pass a

selection process that tests their physical and mental stamina,

including a survive, evade, and escape course and a level C

physical, which is reserved for personnel who are at high risk of

becoming prisoners of war.

bonds and partnerships

with other units from

among countries like

Jordan, Saudi Arabia,

Bahrain, and United

Arab Emirates.
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TTTTTodayodayodayodayoday’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID’s 7ID
Gryphons Soar Into Action

20th Public Affairs Detachment, 7ID

On 12Nov14 the “Tomahawks” of the 4th Bn, 23rd Inf

Rgt and the “Gryphons” of the 201st Battlefield

Surveillance Bde conducted a joint exercise, named

Gryphon Longsword, simulating securing a chemical weapons

facility controlled by insurgents.

A gryphon is a mythical creature with the back legs, body and

tail of a lion and the head, talons and wings of an eagle. The

gryphons in this case didn’t have wings and used a CH-47

Chinook as a substitute, provided by the Washington Nat’l

Guard.

In the end, the units were able to secure the facility and capture

the insurgents, all the while operating in chemical protective gear,

and learned how to properly handle a chemical weapons threat.

“This exercise was an excellent opportunity for everyone to work

together and learn what other units can provide for each other

on the battlefield,” said CPT Roger Leonhart, commander of

Co C, 4/23 Inf.

From Fires to Field Artillery -
What’s in a Name?

By CPT Tania Donovan, 7ID

The history of the 17th Field Artillery Brigade can be traced

back to the first artillery school, the U.S. Army School of Fire,

organized in 1911. Seven years after the school opened, the

17th FA Bde was constituted on 31Jul18 as an element of the

17th “Thunderbolt” Division at Camp Bowie, TX. The unit was

demobilized after World War I.

In Oct’36, HQ, 17th FA Bde, was reconstituted and consolidated

as Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 17th FA Bde, and

was known as such for almost 90 years. Along came the Army

Campaign Plan, also known as the Army Modernization Plan,

which converted the name from "Field Artillery" to "Fires".

But by Feb 2014, ten years after the original change from Field

Artillery to Fires, the Army had reverted back to the Field Artillery

designation, recognizing that the identity of the Field Artillery

Branch might have been lost.

16th CAB Educates Sailors
By SSG Bryan Lewis, JBLM Northwest Guardian

The 46th Aviation Support Battalion, 16th Combat Aviation

Brigade hosted Army aviation training March 17 at the rapid

refuel point on Joint Base Lewis-McChord. The familiarization

training was to acquaint sailors assigned to the aircraft carrier

USS John C. Stennis with Army aircraft to prepare for carrier

deck landing qualifications.

Canadians Train at JBLM
7ID Public Information Office

In late February, explosions rocked the Yakima Training

Center as sappers (elite engineers) from the Canadian

military and U.S. Army conducted joint training. The

571st Sapper Co, 864th Engineer Bn, 555th Engineer Bde,

7ID and the 1st Combat Engineer Rgt, Canadian Army

worked together setting up different training events to learn each

other’s tricks of the trade, so that they would know how each

other would function in a joint environment.

The Canadians sent 40 of their best sappers down to train during

this exercise. The sappers tested an M58 Mine Clearing Line

Charge, a rocket-projected explosive line charge, that clears a

lane 8 meters wide by 100 meters long through a mine field. The

joint forces also trained on medical evacuation procedures, rifle

marksmanship, urban breaching, obstacle maneuvering, and

vehicle familiarization.

SGT Carlos Diaz, right, explains AH-64E Apache
helicopter refueling procedures to Navy fuelers.
Photo: 16th CAB
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Fida Remembers Kwajalein
By Donald Fida

In 1943, as a 19yr old, I

was the Company Bugler

and Scout for Company

G, 184th Inf Rgt. We had

just come back to Hawaii

from the Aleutians, and

were sent to the island of

Maui for jungle training.

After that we went back

to Wahiawa (Oahu),

across from the Dole

Pineapple fields, for

R&R. On about 10Jan44

we boarded a troop ship

at Pearl Harbor and sailed

towards the Marshall

Islands. I turned 20yrs old

on 28Jan44 while on that

I didn’t know what to do! I was crawling on my belly when all

of a sudden I heard our men say, “We got him [the sniper]!”

There was a crater where our machine gunners were and I stayed

there awhile. I felt more protected being with them. Two of my

buddies climbed in with us. One was a regimental photographer

for the 183rd Inf, I believe his name was Danny Moore. When

things settled down, I climbed out and met up with another

member of my company named Tony. The two of us moved

slowly and came upon a concrete bunker. Tony was on one side

and I was at the other, both of us were ready to pull the pins on

our grenades and toss them when, all of a sudden, we saw a

white flag made from a woman’s underwear. When the Japanese

soldiers came out behind one of them was an American nurse.

She had no clothes on so I took off my fatigue jacket and covered

her up. She told us she was brought there from Bataan in the

Philippines. We brought her back to Knob Pier where she was

put on the hospital ship USS Repose.  

By 05Feb44 the battle was just about over. We had driven the

Japanese army either into the sea or they had been killed. We

started mopping up from one end of the island to the other, making

sure there were no more Japanese soldiers left.

After that we went to Eniwetok for 2 weeks R&R, then left to

go back to Hawaii. I feel it was a miracle that I had survived.

Fida in uniform in WWII,
probably in Hawaii.

troop ship that carried me to the invasion of Kwajalein.

On about 31Jan44 we landed with stiff resistance from the

Japanese. There were many concrete bunkers and snipers in

the palm trees. My job was a Scout for G Co, 184th Inf. I was

with 1SGT Earl Watson at this time. There were many casualties

on the beaches and the battle raged until we reached Knob

Pier. We continued on with many of my buddies being killed or

wounded. The wounded were taken back to the landing point,

where the hospital ship USS Repose was waiting in the bay.

We came under a small banzai attack from the Japanese. 1SGT

Watson wanted me to deliver a message to the Company

Commander to get us more artillery fire because we were pinned

down. I crawled to the CO’s command post and informed him

of the message. I returned back to Earl, where he and I were

lying in a bomb crater. A sniper, hiding in one of the palm trees,

fired one shot, killing Earl instantly. His head lay on my right

shoulder. The sniper was still shooting so I rolled Earl’s body

over mine because I thought the sniper was going to get me

next. I crawled out of the crater, taking one of Earl’s dog tags

with me, and made my way to the CO, notifying him that Earl

had been killed by a Japanese sniper. I felt so alone and scared.

I started to cry and called for my Mom, as so many others did -

"On your toes men -
here comes the General!"
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Report of Constitution & By Laws Committee
12/31/2014

What follows is an outline of the proposed changes to the Association’s Constitution and By Laws. These changes will be

presented to the membership for approval at a special session of the General Membership to be held Friday evening, 04Sep15,

at a time to be later announced. The reason for this is so the regular meeting on Saturday, 05Sep15, can be conducted under the

provisions of the new Constitution and By Laws.

The material changes are:

1. Reduce the number of Vice Presidents to one.

2. Reduce the number of Governors to six.

3. At the request of the Treasurer, eliminate the “Honored” membership status as we can no longer support free

memberships.

4. Change the appointive positions of Executive Secretary, Treasurer & Quartermaster to elective positions.

The proposed wording is displayed in BOLD type and the old wording is displayed in italics.

THE CONSTITUTION

Article I, §1, Page 1

Line 4 1946 - as a non-profit veterans’

organization. It was re-

Line 4 1946, as a non-profit veterans

organization. It was re-

Lines 8 & 9 - general membership in attendance

at the 2007 reunion in Fort Mitchell, KY.

Lines 8 & 9 - general membership in attendance at

the 1999 reunion in Dayton, OH.

Article I, § 2, Page 1

Lines 3 & 4 - the general membership at

Tacoma, WA on September 4, 2015 for adoption.

Lines 3 & 4 - the general membership at Fort

Mitchell, KY on June 30, 2007 for adoption for

adoption

Line 5 - vote of the general membership and

replaces the 2007

Line 5 - vote of the general membership and

replaces the 1999

Article V, §2, Page 2

Lines 1 & 2 - The elected officers shall consist of

President, Vice President, Executive Secretary,

Treasurer and Quartermaster.

Lines 1& 2 - The elected officers shall consist of

the President and three Vice-Presidents.

Article V, §3, Page 2

Line 2 - than five nor more than six members.

Line 2 - than eight nor more than ten members.

Article V, §4, Page 2

Section 4. The position of Hourglass Editor shall

be appointive in nature. The person nominated

shall be presented to the Board of Governors for

confirmation of his/her appointment. Term of

office will be specified in the By Laws of the

Association.

Section 4. The positions of Executive Secretary,

Treasurer, Quartermaster and Hourglass Editor

shall be appointive in nature. Those nominated

shall be presented to the Board of Governors for

conformation of their appointment. Terms of

office will be specified in the By Laws of the

Association.
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Article V, §’s 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9, Page 2

Renumber sections 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 to 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8

New Section 8, line 2 - President, Vice President

& Treasurer will be formed to

Old section 9, line 2 -President and the three Vice-

Presidents will be formed

Article IX, § 1, Page 3

Line 2 - determined necessary by the President and

Vice President, with the

Line 2 - determined necessary by the President and

1st Vice, with the

Article XIII, § 3, Page 4

Line 7 - September 4, 2015

Line 7 - June 30, 2007

Signatures of Gene Richards, President and

John H. Stengel, Chairman, Revisions

Committee

Signatures of Gene Peeples, President and John H.

Stengel

BY LAWS

Article I, §2, ¶ e, Page 5

Delete entire paragraph

e. Honored Members. In the year a member

reaches the age of eighty-five (85) he/she will

become an “Honored Member” with the

requirement to pay dues waived for the remainder

of his/her life. An Honored Member shall enjoy all

rights and privileges of a Regular Member.

Article I, § 2, Page 5

Renumber paragraphs f, g, h, i. & j to e, f, g, h, &

i

Article I, § 2, Page 5

New paragraph i, line29 - Association may

become members under this section.

New paragraph i, line29 - Association. may

become members under this section.

Article I, § 2, Note: Page 5,

Line 38 - and Regular members combined.

Line 38 - Regular and Honored Members

combined.

Article I, § 4, Page 5

Line 46 - set by the Governing Council.

Line 46 - set by the Governing Counciland the

Governing Council shall set Life Membership fee

at that time

Article II, § 1, Page 6,

Line 40 - e. He/she may assign specific duties to

the Vice President

Line 40 - e. He/she may assign specific duties to the

Vice Presidents

Article II, § 2, Page 6

Line 9 - Section 2. Vice President - Shall be

elected by a majority

Line 9 - Section 2. Vice Presidents. They shall be

elected by majority

Line 11 - during reunions. The Vice President

shall be elected for a term of two years at the

2015 reunion and a term of four years at all

future biennial reunions. Should a reunion not be

held in the year the Vice President’s term would

normally expire, he/she shall serve until the next

reunion.

The duties of the Vice President shall include but

not limited to:

a. Act as chairperson of special

committees.

Constitution & By Laws Report cont.
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b. Assume responsibility for a specific

functional area of the association such as

fund raising, membership drives, finance,

newsletter publication and sales as the

President or Governing Council may

direct.

c. The Vice-President shall be prepared to

assume the duties of the President at any

time.

d. Perform such other duties as may be

delegated by the President or Governing

Council.

e. The Vice-President shall retain the

right to resign prior to completion of his/

her term of office by submitting a letter of

resignation to the President.

f. The Vice-President may seek re-

election for their current office or any

other vacant office.

Line 11 — during reunions. The First Vice-President

shall be elected for a term of six years or until the

next reunion if no reunion is held in his/her sixth year

in office. The second and third Vice-Presidents shall

be elected for a term of four years or until the next

reunion if no reunion is held in his/her fourth year in

office.

Their duties shall include but not he

limited to:

a. Act as chairpersons of special

committees.

b. Assume responsibility for a specific

functional area of the association such as

fund raising, membership drives, finance,

newsletter publication and sales as the

President or Governing Council may direct.

c. Each Vice-President shall be prepared to

assume the duties of the President at any

time.

d. Perform such other duties as may be

delegated by the President or Governing

Council.

e. All Vice-Presidents shall retain the right to

resign prior to completion of his/her term

of office by submitting a letter of

resignation to the President.

f. All Vice-Presidents may seek re-election for

their current office or any other vacant

office.

Article II, § 3, Page 6

Line 34 - Executive Secretary. Shall be elected to

office by majority vote of the General

Membership. Term of office shall be four years

and the incumbent may be re-elected for additional

term(s) as the membership may desire.

Line 34 - Executive Secretary. Shall be appointed to

office by majority vote of the Governing Council.

Term of office shall be four years and the incumbent

may be reappointed for additional term(s) by the

Governing Council. However, when a new President

is elected, he/she may submit his/her own preference

to the Governing Council for consideration and

possible appointment.

Article II, § 4, Page 7

Line 19 - Treasurer. He/she shall be elected to

office by the majority vote of the General

Membership for a term of four years or until the

next reunion if no reunion is held in the fourth year

of being in office. The incumbent may be re-

elected for additional terms at the pleasure of

General Membership.

Line 19 - Treasurer. He/she shall be appointed to

office by the majority vote of the Governing Council

for an initial term of six years or until the next

reunion if no reunion is held in the sixth year of

being in office. The incumbent may be reappointed

for additional terms at the pleasure of Governing

Council.

Article II, § 5, Page 7

Line 8 - Quartermaster. Shall be elected to the

office by majority vote of the General Membership

for an initial term of four years or until the next

reunion if no reunion is held in his/her fourth year

in office.

Constitution & By Laws Report cont.
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Line 8 - Quartermaster. Shall be appointed to the

office by majority vote of the Governing Council for

an initial term of four years or until the next reunion

if no reunion is held in his/her fourth year in office.

Article III, § 1, Page 8

Line 5 -as presiding chairperson, Vice-President,

Treasurer,

Line 5 - as presiding chairperson, three Vice-

Presidents, Treasurer,

Article III, § 1, ¶ c., Page 8

Line 12 - Delete paragraph c.

Line 12 - Appoint to office; Executive Secretary,

Treasurer, Quartermaster and Hourglass Editor.

Article III, § 1, ¶’s d. & e.

Line 14 - Paragraphs d. & e. now paragraphs c. &

d.

Article III, § 1, ¶ f

Line 24 - is now paragraph e. - or resignation, the

Vice President shall become the President of the

Association and serve in this position until the next

reunion.

Line 24 - or resignation, the Board of Governors,

alone, shall convene and by majority vote select,

from among the three Vice-Presidents, a new acting

President, who shall serve until the next reunion.

Article III, § 1, ¶’s g, h, i, j, k & l

These paragraphs are re-designated f, g, h, i, j & k.

Article III, § 2

Section 2. Three members of the Board of

Governors shall be elected for a term of two years

and three members for 4 years. At succeeding

reunions the three Governors whose terms expire

shall be elected for a four-year term. In order to

facilitate this section, the current Board of

Governors will be dissolved prior to the September

2015 ratification of these By Laws. Any of the

current Governors are eligible for election to the

newly constituted Board of Governors. Governors

can serve as many consecutive terms as they and

the membership may choose.

Section 2. All members of the Board of Governors

shall be elected for a term of six years or until the

next reunion if no reunion is held in his/her sixth year

in office.

Article V, § 5

By Laws adopted by vote of the General

Membership September 4, 2015

Gene Richards John Stengel

     President Chairman

   Revisions Committee

By Laws adopted by vote of the General

Membership: June 30, 2007

Gene Peeples John H. Stengel

   President         Executive Secretary

Constitution & By Laws Report cont.

"I say we're gettin' gypped! We've been
fightin' on this hill two weeks and they
haven't given it a colorful nickname yet!"
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Peeples Attends Assn.’s
Dissolution

As mentioned in the last issue’s Editor’s column, the Korean

War Ex-POW Association dissolved on 03Aug14. The closing

meeting was held in Louisville, KY, where 95 members gathered,

National Personnel Records
Center

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), located in

St. Louis, MO, was established in 1934 to maintain the military

service records for all branches of our armed forces. In 1960 it

was run by the National Archives, a division of the General

Services Administration and later, in 1985, it was made a separate

entity known as the National Archives and Records

Administration which continues to run the center today.

The building that housed it in 1973 was designed, in 1956, to

hold the military records of 38 million veterans. It was

recommended that water sprinklers be installed, but “the powers

that be” decided that water damage was more of a danger than

fire, so no sprinkler system was installed during its construction.

This issue was “resolved” in the big fire at the facility on 12Jul73.

It took 4 days to extinguish the fire and, when the smoke had

cleared, it had destroyed the 6th floor of the building. Up to 18

million military records were permanently lost, including 80% of

Army personnel discharged between 01Nov12 and 01Jan60.

The other military branches also had records destroyed. The

main source of the damage was water damage, which was caused

by the continued application of water until the end of July…not

the initial extinguishing of the fire.

along with their families.

Among the attendees was our

past-President Gene Peeples

and his wife Elaine.

The Assn. President, William

Norwood, said, “We want to

keep on meeting, but the

majority of the members do not

have the strength to continue

doing so.” Norwood spent 2½

years as a POW and was

instrumental in founding the

Assn. At its peak the Assn. had

Even though the Assn.

has now officially

disbanded, the POW's

Gene & Elaine Peeples.

Gene Peeples and
COL Gardner, the
US Army Casualty
Officer of Ft. Knox,
KY, at the dissolution
gathering.

As a result of this fire and the subsequent deterioration of the

building, a new building was eventually built, this time with a

sprinkler system installed. This new $112 million, 507,274 square

feet building has space to store 57 million military personnel

records. The move to the new building was begun in 2011 and

completed in November, 2012. Tests proved that a fire now

would destroy only about 5,700 records before a fire was

extinguished. This is due to its state-of-the-art sprinkler system

and the way the storage area is compartmentalized by firewalls.

It is also designed to withstand a major earthquake because it

sits in the New Madrid Seismic Zone which, in 1811-12,

experienced 4 of the strongest earthquakes ever recorded in the

USA.

The new NPRC building.    Photo: DPR Construction

descendants decided to hold unofficial descendant gatherings,

the first of which will be in 2015.

A True Hero

Fr. Kapuan while serving in
Korea. wp.patheos.com photo

Here is an inspirational video about

Fr. Emil Kapaun, a true hero of

the Korean War, that is well worth

a look.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/

AZuPrQBSDCs

1,200 members, but at the end there were only 95.
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Final Taps

We remember those whoWe remember those whoWe remember those whoWe remember those whoWe remember those who

hahahahahavvvvve lefe lefe lefe lefe left our rt our rt our rt our rt our rankankankankanksssss

Organization                     Co/Bat.           Date of Death
  Name

17th Infantry Regiment
*Gundrum, William B. F Nov 2014
 Hooper, John H. HHQ 12/13/2014
 Urban, Eugene F. F 8/11/2014

31st Infantry Regiment
*King, Donald R. F 3/9/2015

57th Field Artillery; 7th Aviation; Div HQ
*Baugh, Russell E. Unknown 9/11/2014

707th Ordnance Maint.
*Atkins, James W. Unknown 8/27/2014

Division Headquarters
*Erm, John D. Hq 10/10/2014

Unknown
 Hardy, Walter C. Unknown 12/27/2014

Total 8

Note: Honored Members are identified by an asterisk.

The staff receives about 4,000-6,000 requests daily for records

of one sort or another, and there can be a backlog of up to

90,000 requests on any given day. The requests are prioritized

by the level of urgency that the request presents, from medical

benefits down to genealogy requests.

The NPRC holds Army records of personnel discharged between

1912-2002. As of 2004 all records more than 62 years old are

public record and are accessible to anyone. Before then access

is restricted to the veteran and their next-of-kin.

You can request records by submitting a Standard Form 180

(SF180) to:

     National Personnel Records Center

     (Military Personnel Records)

     9700 Page Ave.

     St. Louis, MO 63132-5100

If you need a copy of this form you can download it from the

Internet, by searching for “SF180” - you’ll find links to a number

of sites where the form can be downloaded.

The records storage area inside the new NPRC.
Photo: DPR Construction

No WWII Vets Left in Congress
There are no longer any WWII veterans serving in Congress.

The last to go were Rep. Ralph Hall (R-TX), who was defeated

in the primary, and Rep. John Dingell (D-MI) who did not

seek re-election. This ends the stretch of time, beginning in 1944,

when the first WWII vet was elected to a Congressional seat

from Alabama.

There was a time, in 1976, when 77% of the members of

Congress were military veterans. Now that percentage is, sadly,

20%...including Guard and Reserve personnel who may not have

served in a time of war. There are 22 legislators who served in

Iraq and/or Afghanistan. Not hard to see why veterans and their

issues are not a high priority in Congress, despite their

protestations that they are “taking care of our veterans.”

VFW, August 2014

A True Patriot
At the June 2014 remembrance ceremonies at Normandy,

there was a young American lad who gave a very moving

and memorable tribute to the men who gave so much on that

day in 1944. You really should check this out…it’s a “must

watch.”
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=8k9Si28k0Fk&app=desktop
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Change Service Requested

The Hourglass Staff
Publisher: ...............................Frank S. Wadge

Editor: ..................................... Jerry Piller

  Copy Deadlines: Winter Issue - September 15th

Summer Issue - April 15th

Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division

Association member or supporter. eMail submission is

preferred, and should be sent to:

hourglass@7ida.us

Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:

Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Please include a self-addressed

stamped envelope if you wish your

material to be returned to you.

Your Dues Status
Dues are $50.00 for a 2-year period. The new dues cycle

commences on 07/01/2015. Your "Dues Status" as printed

on your mailing label indicates the period covered by your

last payment.

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

  Send your payment to:

           7th IDA

   308 Cortland Way

Roswell, GA 30076-1381

• 2015 ………….. Your payment is now due.

• 2017 & above .... Paid in advance. Thank you!

• Associate ….….. You are exempt from dues.

• Honored …..…....Your payment will be due if

the Bylaws are changed at the reunion.

• Honorary …...…. You are exempt from dues.

• Special ………… You are exempt from dues.


