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Wow, what a reunion our Association had
in Branson, MO Sep. 29th-Oct. 2nd! We had
a great time and ended up with more
people attending than we had expected.
There was definitely an overflow crowd
at the dinner Saturday evening, but the hotel
came through and everyone got fed. The
32d Infantry Regiment also held their
reunion at the same venue and at the same

time which added to our attendance. Overall things were a
success, with only minor problems encountered.

Because of the success of having the 32d Infantry Association
at our reunion, it was decided I should meet with the
Presidents of all the regiments and associations under the
7th Division umbrella about holding our reunions jointly in
the future.

I want to thank the membership for the trust they have shown
in me by electing me to a 3rd term as your President. Also I
want to thank Doug Halbert, Treasurer; Jerry Piller, Editor;
Casey Stengel, Secretary; 1st V.P. Gene Richards & his
wife Judy; George Boggs & his wife Lillian; and my wife,
Elaine Peeples, who all worked so hard and made our
reunion what it was.

The Executive Council proposed 3 states for the site of our
2013 reunion, and the membership voted that it will be
held in Texas. It will be at the end of September or early
October, 2013. The exact city in which it will be held has
not been decided, but the selection committee was selected
and will be working on determining the actual venue. The
committee and I will keep the membership informed as we
progress through the selection process.

Lastly, I would like to wish everyone a MERRY
CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!



The Hourglass Winter 2011
s

s

Page  2 u

We Get Letters

When I was serving with the 7ID(Light)
in 1964-65 we had a
creed and I thought the
readers might be
interested in
seeing it.

Here’s the text on
the scroll:

The Light Fighter’s
Creed

I am the world’s finest Light Infantry
Soldier - a member of the Seventh Infantry
Division (Light) - protector of the
greatest nation on earth. As a soldier,
I embody and uphold the principles of
freedom for which my country stands. I
am prepared to give my life to keep my
country free. Pride, motivation, self-
discipline, and soldier-power are my
trademarks. I will endure any hardship
and meet any challenge. I can always be
trusted to do my best. My skills are
finely honed.

I am a LIGHT FIGHTER! - a member of the
most proficient, physically capable
fighting force in the world. My comrades
and I have the will, skill, and courage
to win. We are proud of those who have
gone before us and uphold the traditions
of the Light Infantry. Our actions reflect
pride in country, flag, uniform, and
ourselves. Brave soldiers of the past
would be proud of us. I will trust in my
god and in the United States of America.

Mike Zimmerman
<mikezimmerman3@gmail.com

In July I saw an obituary notice
for LT Charles Murphy’s wife,
Billie, and thought maybe some of
the readers might remember them.
In WWII he was initially stationed

at Camp San Luis Obispo and then
served with the 32d Inf, 7th Inf
Div at Attu, the Marshall Islands,

Ft. Ord and Kwajalein Atoll, where he
was killed in February 1944.

Norman Gervais
9141 N. Coursier Lane
Spokane, WA 99208

We recently commemorated the 61st

anniversary of the Korean War, and our
thoughts focused on all those young
warriors who made the ultimate sacrifice
in that conflict. The “police action”
lasted 3 long years, ending with a truce
on 27Jul53. The actual number of Americans
killed in action during the war in, over
and offshore Korea was 36,574. Of these
deaths, 33,739 were the result of hostile
action and another 2,835 died due to
non-hostile action.

A clear distinction was made between Korea
and other service areas around the globe.
That’s why the Korean Service Medal (KSM)
was awarded only to veterans who served
in Korea and the National Defense Service
Medal (NDSM) to all others.

To assure that a common bond is always
shared between the Japanese-American
community and the Republic of Korea, a
granite memorial (shown next page)
honoring the 256 Americans of Japanese
ancestry who paid the ultimate price was
funded and built by the Japanese-American
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We Get Letters (cont.)

Korean War
Veterans. It
recognizes the
involvement
and great
sacrifices of
the Japanese-
Americans in
the Korean
War, and was
dedicated on
W e d n e s d a y ,
15May01 at
Imjin Gak,
P a j u - C i t y ,
Kyonggi-do,
Republic of
Korea, along the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ),
between North and South Korea.

The ROK soldiers taught me Chinese and
Korean and I taught them Japanese. The
scary part was that the enemy looked so
much like me! I survived “by the grace of
God.”

Floyd Takeuchi
PO Box 12160

Fresno, CA 93776-2160
7th ID, 15th AAA, C Btry ~ 1952-53

My wife Josephine and I celebrated our
54th anniversary in February at Chukchansi
Indian Casino north of Fresno. While there
a man looked at me and smiled as he saw
the logo on my hat. He said he had been
with the 7th Div. at Fort Ord from Aug’86
to Nov’90. He asked me if I would email
his address to the Association to see if
he could make contact with any of the
guys he served with. His name was Richard
Weaver and this is his email address:
<rlweaver@sbcglobal.net>

This summer we were downtown San Jose at
a rally and were wearing our “Uncle Sam”

hats our daughter had given us. I had a
31st Inf. bumper sticker and the 7ID
Hourglass logo attached to mine. The
smiles, enthusiasm and “thumbs up” from
the people there were great.

And at another event downtown, while
mingling with the crowd outside the
theater showing our support, we received
a reception almost as enthusiastic as
the honored speaker we were there to
hear. College age kids came up and asked
to take a picture with us. One lady came
up to me and said she served with the 7th

at Ft. Ord, and veterans came up to tell
me what outfit they were with. I get a

lot of “Thanks!” from people.

Again in May, I was outside the same
casino waiting for my wife when a man
walked by and yelled out, “Hurrah for
the Crushed Beer Cans.” He was walking
to his car and I yelled back, “I haven’t
heard those words used in over 50 years!”
He waved back and kept walking.

As I turned around, a lady who was sitting
on a nearby bench, smiled as she looked
at my hat.  “You were with the Seventh
Division. So was my husband.” He returned
shortly and we talked. He was in the
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We Get Letters (cont.)

Korean War with the 17th Inf. and later
he was in Vietnam. We laughed about the
“crushed beer can” label. I suggested
that he join the Association but he said
he wasn’t into that kind of stuff. I
mentioned that there were a lot of things
going on just in The Hourglass that were
interesting - the articles, people writing
in to find out various things about the
Division, Korea, and so forth. I suggested
he go on a computer and see what the
Association is all about when he gets
time.

I’m really not surprised any more. No
matter where I go with the Hat on, I meet
people who have a connection with the
7th. Either they, or a relative or friend,
served with the 7th or they just appreciate
seeing the Hourglass and what the Division
represents. I think it’s important that
the general population gets some idea
that there’re quite a few people out in
this world that served our country.

Stan H. Livingstone
31st Inf. ’55-’56 Korea

337 EI Molino Way
San Jose, CA 96119-1616

<stanliv@juno.com>

I served with the Division during WWII
in the Aleutians, at Kwajalein, Leyte
and Okinawa. After reading the last issue
of The Hourglass I have a few comments.
When our outfit, Co C, 184th Inf, landed
on Kwajalein we did not wear black &
white checkerboard markers on our backs,
but we did have nets on our helmets.

For those of you who thought C-rations
were bad, you were lucky they weren’t K-
rations!

And, after 66 years or so, SGT Bill England

of my old outfit on Okinawa, said he saw
my name in The Hourglass and phoned me!
Amazing!

Jack Bankson
Tech SGT, Platoon Ldr

15687 N. Lakeforest Dr.
Sun City, AZ 85351

I was a Chinese language low-level radio
intercept operator assigned to the 7th

Division during the last stages of the
Korean War. We operated out of a bunker
on the MLR and used battery-operated
ANPRC9 (“Angry Nine”) radios to listen
to Chinese walkie-talkie radio
conversations. The Chinese, like the
Americans, only used walkie-talkies while
patrolling or during combat situations
when land lines could not be used or were
cut by artillery fire. Any Chinese
conversations of interest were reported
to the 7th Division unit that was most
directly involved, usually by telephone
(EE88s) unless the wires had been cut by
incoming artillery.

I don’t remember the exact date, but
during March, 1953 one of our patrols
was ambushed by a Chinese patrol. We
intercepted the radio of the Chinese
ambush party when they called their
commander. The Chinese patrol’s radio
man reported that the ambush was
successful and that they had captured
one of our GI’s (no mention of the rest
of our patrol). The Chinese commander’s
reply was to bring the “pig” back with
them.

A couple of minutes went by and the radio
man said that the “pig” was fighting
them and that they couldn’t get him to
come. The commander then instructed the
radio man to force the “pig” to come. A
couple more minutes went by, and the
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We Get Letters (cont.)

radio man reported that they were unable
to control the “pig” and bring him in.
The Chinese commander then said that the
situation was precarious and that the
ambush party should return to their line
immediately. He instructed the ambush
party to let the captured GI to go and to
fire a few rounds over his head to frighten
him. That was the end of the Chinese
conversations. I presume that the GI made
his way back to our positions.

The GI, whoever he was, owed his good
fortune to the fact that he continued to
fight even after he was captured.
Unfortunately, because of other urgent
business at the time, I was unable to
follow up on this situation to find out
who the GI was. At the time I probably
knew his unit, but I don’t remember it
now. If, by any small chance, anybody in
our association has knowledge of this
person and/or the circumstances, I would
appreciate hearing from them.

Bob Ackerman
2575 Malabar Ave.
Las Vegas, Nv 89121
<rnackerman@aol.com>

This is a picture
of me in Sep’53
overlooking T-Bone
and Porkchop when
I was serving as
the XO of Battery
B, 49th FA Bn.

William MacIlvaine
114 Moorings Park Dr. #A-404

Naples, FL 34105

Here is a photo of the 32nd Infantry
Regiment monument at the Walk of Honor,
Fort Benning, GA.  A friend of mine from

the 96th Div
sent it to me.
The 96th Inf
Div just had
one dedicated.
They were with
the 7th Div on
Leyte and
Okinawa during
WWII.

Do you know if
the 7th Div has
a monument
there? If not,
why not?

Bill Cooper
17th Inf., 13th Cmbt. Engr. Bn.

<coop237@gmail.com>

Editor’s note:  At the present time there is no 7th Division
monument there. And as to why not, I don’t have an
answer.

Due to my ill health I wasn’t able to
attend the reunion in Branson. If anyone
from my unit, A Battery, 31st Field
Artillery attended I would like to hear
from them.

I hope everyone enjoyed the reunion.

Gerald “Jerry” Thompson
110 5th St. E

Canby, MN 56220
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We Get Letters (cont.)

This is a photo of the
Class II & IV Supply Yard
personnel of the 7th

Quartermaster Co, 7th

Division in Korea in the
summer of 1953.

Top Row, L to R
PFC Luciano Lopes, Philip
Hepburn, CPL James
Alexander, Kenneth
Wilson, PFC Russell Burt,
Edmund Rich, Floyd Smith,
CPL Harry Beadle
2d Row
PFC Mel Falk (cook), PFC
James Watts, J.C. Sharp,
Bob Breeden, Ward Grimes,
CPL Henry Schilling
3d Row
Bob Kelm, SFC Franklin
Yeager, Robert Holmes, SSG James Stussy,
Laford Ray, SGT Carl Albanese
Front Row
KIM M.B., Garry Gan, KIM Dae Sou

Lopes & Beadle are wearing Bayonet Badges
above their R pockets and Yeager and
Stussy are wearing CIBs above their L
pockets.

Kenneth Wilson
80 Starch Mill Rd.
Mason, NH  03048

I was the Hourglass Service Club Director
at Camp Casey in 1959-60. I just wanted
to tell you The Hourglass is GREAT!

Maggie Cassidy
Hq, 7th Inf Div
176 Nursery Rd.

Falmouth, MA 02540

Below is a photo of me standing in front
of my “wall of fame” showing my military
service memorabilia. I served with the
32d Infantry Regiment in Korea.

Noel Folsom
2841 Adams Street
Alameda, CA 94501
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Seekers Pages

The daughter of MSG Howard Cleasby

Hovey, who Camp Hovey, Korea was

named after, has requested help in getting

her father awarded the Medal of Honor. She’s

hoping the 7IDA can help find soldiers who

were in his unit at that time he was killed

who witnessed his heroism. MSG Hovey

received the Distinguished Service Cross for his actions on

06Jul53 at Pork Chop Hill. He was a member of Company

A, 1st Bn, 17th Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div.

His DSC citation is partially recounted here:

"MSG Hovey distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism

in action against enemy aggressor forces in the vicinity of

Sokkogae, Korea, on 06Jul53. On that date, MSG Hovey

and other members of the company were on duty in the

company command post when their position was suddenly

attacked by a vicious, numerically superior enemy force. With

total disregard for his life, MSG Hovey left the comparative

safety of his bunker, moved into a nearby trench and directed

a hail of fire at hostile troops, temporarily repulsing several

attempts to overrun friendly positions. Aware that the

dangerous proximity of the determined, reinforced enemy

posed an imminent threat to the defense of the entire post,

MSG Hovey, arming himself with a carbine and hand

grenades, moved from the cover of the trench, spotted the

enemy advancing within about fifty yards of the post and

charged the enemy, pouring crippling fire and throwing

grenades at the assailants, inflicting numerous casualties and

checking their advance.

Although wounded by automatic weapons during the ensuing

action, he continued firing until he was again critically

wounded by a napalm grenade. Feeling that the lives of other

members were still endangered, he grabbed another carbine

and grenades and again left the bunker area, maintaining his

stand and firing his weapon and throwing grenades until he

was mortally wounded by a direct hit from another enemy

grenade. Through his indomitable fighting spirit and

courageous actions, he enabled other members of the

command post to evacuate the bunker, establish operations

in another position, and eventually stem the onslaught."

Strangely he is listed as MIA. If you have any information

concerning MSG Hovey please contact the Editor and the

information will be forwarded to his Congressman, Chris

Gibson (R, NY). This is a view of Camp Hovey in 1970,

looking eastward from behind the Brigade Hq building.

Dear Mr. Peeples,

Thanks so much for sending me a copy of The Hourglass. I

need your help in finding the name and address of the fellow,

I think his name was “Gerald,” I met on a cruise ship who

gave you my name.  Back in late March we were on the same

ship sailing along the East coast and discovered that we

served in the same Division, Regiment and Battalion. I served

on line in Co F, 2d Bn, 32d Inf, 7ID in Korea from Jan-

Sep’54. We worked on improving line positions (trenches,

bunkers, etc.) for the entire time I was there. Our Regimental

commander was COL Murray and the commanding general

of the Division was MG Lionel McGarr.

Glenn Alday

14360 Wing Rd.

Bellevue, MI  49021

Treasurer’s note: Glenn has joined the Association
subsequent to this letter and was provided with the
contact information of 8 other members who served in
his unit at the time.
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Seekers (cont.)

My stepfather, Floyd L. Mercy, was in Co I, 32d Inf with

service at Attu, the Marshall Islands and Leyte. After his

death in 2000 we were going through some of his stuff and

found a picture of a LT. My mother believes it was one of

her husband’s commanders, or

platoon leaders, who was KIA.

Anyway, if my mother's recall is

correct then this LT would have

been one of the 32d's fallen. This is

the picture of the LT in question. Can

anyone identify this officer?

Michael McTeer

3031 Shoshone Valley Road

Twentynine Palms, CA

<mcteer@gmail.com >

For a magazine article, or possibly a book, I am interested in

securing the Daily Operations Reports (S-3 operations logs)

for Task Force Faith (31st Inf) for late Nov.- early Dec.’50.

At one time I had copies of these but, several moves later, I

have misplaced them. I think the role that Task Force Faith

played in the USMC withdrawal from the Chosin Reservoir

has not been told. If anyone has copies of these documents I

would be so very grateful to have access to them.

Bob Norton

4003 Historic Virginia Court

Dumfries, VA  22025

<geneseein3@comcast.net >

My father, Daugherty “Darty”

Guy Crisp (pictured here), served

in Korea from 1951 to 1952. He

trained at Fort Rucker, AL. He was

in the 8 th Army, 7 th Infantry

Division. I do not know which

regiment.

My father would not talk about his

service at all and I am desperately

trying to find out where he fought,

or someone who served with him. He was a Private in the

infantry and then was promoted to Corporal and moved to

the motor pool where he served the remainder of the time.

Does anyone recognize the unit crest on his cap? I would

greatly appreciate any help anyone could give me.

Jeff Crisp

1234 Davis Road

Piedmont, SC 29673

<jff_crisp@yahoo.com >

On behalf of Sharon O’Connell and Jack Verneski, I am trying

to get information on their distant cousin, PFC Frank

Chojnowski, Jr. They only recently became aware of his

existence when they found out about him while going through

some papers belonging to Frank’s mother, Sharon’s deceased

aunt. His serial number was 13297514 (unknown if US or

RA) and he was KIA on 23Sep50 in Korea. He was with the

32d  Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div. He was born in Luzerne, PA.

Unfortunately, due to a fire at the records center, his military

file was destroyed. You can send any information to me, or

directly to Sharon at <socveronica@gmail.com>.

Thanks.

Alan Sandler

<asandler@cgscpa.com >

I’m trying to determine what unit my father, SGT Layton G.

Beeman, was in during the Korean War. My goal is to try to

track down information on where he may have been and in

what battles.

I know he joined the Marines after high school and then later

was drafted by the Army for Korea. He was in the 7th Division

and I have some medals (including his Bronze Stars) and

ribbons, a Combat Infantry Badge, various pins, patches, belt

buckle and other items. He must have been in Cherry Point,

NC for USMC basic training because I have a Thanksgiving

Menu for 1946 and a couple Windsock newspapers from

1947 with Cherry Hill printed on them.

I found a note behind one of the photos that said, “Left San

Francisco Wed, 8Aug51, 1530 hours 4,656 miles later arrived
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Seekers (cont.)

Yokohama Tues, 21Aug51, 0100 Hours”, and “MAJ Clifford

C. Young, Troop Commander.”

This may have been aboard the USNS Private Sadao S.

Munemore. Also the very back of the photo album had a

postcard showing the USNS Joe P. Martinez. Possibly he

went over to Korea on the Munemore and returned on the

Martinez?

I have a letter from M. F. Noyes, Colonel AGC, Adjutant

dated 20Nov52 that references his Bronze Star Medal and

names “AICXI 201 Beeman, Layton G. 3d Ind.” Do these

numbers mean anything to you or provide details on his unit?

I tried tracking this through the Army before but was told the

records burned in a warehouse fire in St. Louis many years

ago. Can you help or steer me to someone that may be able to

help me discover details of my father’s service?

David Beeman

216 Dutcher Road

Queenstown, MD  21658

<dbeeman@csc.com>

Editor’s note: Mr. Beeman was provided with
information explaining what the letter was saying, but it
is still unknown what the designation “AICXI 201”
proceeding his father’s name actually means. I can think
of no rank or MOS that would be denoted in that manner,
so if anyone out there can tell us what it is, it would be
greatly appreciated. From a photo he submitted it looks
like his father was assigned to a unit of the 17th Inf Rgt.
If anyone recognizes themselves in these photos please
contact Mr. Beeman.

SSG  James L.
Sherrill and CPL
Beeman

Possibly Fred Facia,
from Arizona.

Members of Beeman’s unit.

Claude “Chuckles”
Choules, the last known
combat veteran of World
War I, died 05May11 at a
nursing home in Perth,
Western Australia. He was
110 year old!

His 41-year military career
spanned two world wars,
serving with both the
British and Australian
Royal Navies.

Last WWI Vet Dies
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Memoir of Jim C. Jones
Jim C. Jones was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1945. He

reported to Camp Roberts, CA and received a condensed 17

weeks of training. He was sent to

Fort Leavenworth, KS and was

assigned to G Company, 2d

Battalion, 17 th Regiment, 7th

Infantry Division, 24th Corps, 10th

Army. His unit departed from Seattle

on the USAT Etolin bound for

Hawaii, where they boarded the USS

Niagara (a Gilliam-class attack

transport) headed to Okinawa. He

was on Okinawa when the United

States dropped the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. A

few days after V-J Day (02Sep45), the 7th Inf Div was

reassigned to Korea to accept the surrender of the Japanese

army in Korea.

After the official surrender of Japan, these US military forces

switched to their new primary directive: maintaining the

peace. On the 08Sep45, the 7th Inf Div came ashore in broad

daylight at Inchon and went to a staging area. It was here all

of the soldiers were handed a welcoming leaflet by three

Korean men wearing traditional white gowns. Jones noticed

this leaflet was hand written and, thinking it was important,

folded it and placed it in his barracks bag. He left Korea in

1946, after spending 1 year and 2 days on Korean soil,

carrying home the leaflet he had been given when he arrived.

Over 40 years after his arrival home, Jim Jones again

unfolded the leaflet,

which was signed by

A.L. Chung, President of

the Society for the

Reception Committee of

Korean Temporary

Government, to reflect on

that time in southern

Korea. In 1988 he had

the leaflet restored and

framed, then donated it to

the Rio Grande County

Museum in Del Norte,

CO.

Here is the text of the original document:

To the soldiers of the United States of

America.

Dear Sirs:

We Koreans have been suffering of

oppression of the Japanese iron rule over

this country. Now you and other allied

armies broke down the Imperialist

Militarism of Japan and freed us from

the bondage of the enslavement. We every

Korean does not know how we could express

our appreciations and thanks to you. We

are almost weeping with heart-felt joy

and excess of admiration. But we regret

that we are not yet free to express our

thanks to you to the fullest extent.

We welcome you with our whole heart. We

are very glad to meet you in the land of

morning calm. Please accept our thanks

in the fullest meaning of the term. We

will be glad to be any of your service in

making you at home in this land.

We sincerely hope that in the meantime

we will stand on our own feet and do our

part in making the whole world more

peaceful and comfortable.

Long live the Armies of Justice!

Long live our Deliverers!

Sincerely yours,

A.L. Chung

President of the Society for the Reception

Committee of Korean Temporary Government

Jones in uniform.

Framed leaflet

A.L. Chung, document signer

Continued next page...
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The leaflet was returned to a Korean delegation on 24Jun11

during a ceremony held in Del Norte, CO. One member of

the delegation was Chung Sun-Taek, whose grandfather was

the signer of the original

document. The document will

now be housed in the

Independence Hall of Korea in

Cheonan (south of Seoul),

which highlights Korea’s

independence movements

during the Japanese occupation.

Chung Sun-Taek and
 Jim C. Jones

Courtesy Bonnie Asplin, Korean-American Leaflet

Project and the Rio Grande County Museum.

"Jim C. Jones Memoir" continued. The 2011 Association Reunion
The 2011 Association Reunion was held in Branson, MO at
the Stone Castle Resort, September 29th to October 2d. We
had a total of 182 in attendance, made up of 94 members and
88 guests.

We started out on Thursday with registration and a “meet &
greet” get-together for the attendees to see which of their
friends had come to the reunion. Linda DeRyke from the
Branson Visitor’s Bureau, helped check in the membership
and provided lots of local knowledge to the members.

On Friday there were 2 excursions - the Showboat Branson
Belle Lunch Cruise and Dolly Parton’s Dixie Stampede &
Dinner Show - available to the attendees. No one returned
to the hotel hungry if they went on one of these outings! Those
that chose not to go on one of these activities had a “free”
day.

Saturday was a day of meetings. In the morning the Board of
Governors had their meeting and then, in the afternoon, the
General Membership meeting was held. That evening we
had a sit-down dinner at the resort for all Reunion attendees.
We had expected about 167 diners, but 182 showed up so
the dining room was a bit crowded. But the chefs adjusted
for the extra people and everyone got fed. Charlie Boggs
was our speaker, recounting his Korean War service and
some of the details of his life after the Army.

Sunday was the last day and, after breakfast, a short memorial
service was held to remember those members who have died
since the last reunion in 2009.

Elaine Peeples deserves a BIG “thank you” for manning the
Quartermaster Store’s sales table for the entire reunion. Judy
Richards also gets a big “thank you” for helping at the
registration table. And they both were responsible for selling
the “50/50” raffle tickets - the Association got $192 and so
did the winners, Delbert & Julia Flitsch. See, it can actually
pay you to attend the reunion.

Here are some photographs of the reunion’s happenings.
Hopefully you’ll spot folks you know and it will bring back
fond memories or it will make you want to attend the next
reunion if you missed this one.

So now it’s on to Texas in 2013 for the next reunion. See you
there!
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Reunion Pictures

Casey Stengel & Doug Halbert get
things ready for the arrivals.

Linda DeRyke from the
Branson Visitor’s Bureau.

Judy Richards & Linda DeRyke register
members John Jarvis and William Pierce.

Elaine Peeples mans the
Quartermaster Store merchandise
table in the hospitality room.

The 3 Musketeers, J.T. Morgan,
Gene Richards & Alan Klein, all
showed up wearing the same shirt!
What were the odds of that
happening?!

Paul & Faye Umbstead

Richard & Sue Steinmetz

Paul Umbstead &
Richard Steinmetz

Kelly & Dan Umbstead (Paul’s
son & daughter-in-law)
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Reunion Pictures (cont.)

Paul Umbstead, Robert
Stainbrook, and Richard Steinmetz

Elaine Peeples & Judy
Richards selling 50/50 tickets.

Joseph Wietlisbach, Merilyn
Georgevich, Carl White & Hilmer
Odberg

Joe Murphy & his daughter
Barbara

Ken Mattingly, John Bullard, Doug Halbert,
Sid Morris & Hal Hollinger watch a CD being
shown on the computer.Ken Mattingly, Sid Morris,

Hal Hollinger

Doug Halbert raids the ice
maker in the hall to chill our
drinks in the hospitality room.

Bob Heuerman & Jerry Piller

Member John Naastad, governor
George Boggs, & governor

Richard Steinmetz during the
Executive Council meeting.
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Reunion Pictures (cont.)

Waiting to get on the bus for Friday morning’s excursion
to the Showboat Branson Belle Lunch Cruise.

The rest of the group lines up to get on the second bus.

Loaded up and ready to go - let’s get this show
on the road!

Judy Richards at the Showboat
Branson Belle outing - check out
the Texas sunglasses!

Robert Stainbrook and
J.T. Morgan

John Jarvis and Paul UmbsteadJ.T. & Nancy Morgan
Nancy & J.T. Morgan, Gene
Richards & Paul Umbstead
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Reunion Pictures (cont.)

This group went to see Dolly Parton’s Dixie Stampede on Friday afternoon.

Joseph Wietlisbach,
Hilmer Odberg, &
Carl White swap
memories.

Robert Stainbrook,
Richard Steinmetz

& Gene Richards
look over some old
pictures of Korea.

Joe Murphy and
LeRoy & Mary Ann
Quernemoen

Faye Umbstead and
Robert Stainbrook
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Reunion Pictures (cont.)

Don Burns, John Jarvis & Walter
Davenport talk things over in the
hospitality room.

Members in the hospitality room exchanging memories.

Gene Peeples addressing the members during the General membership meeting, Saturday afternoon.

Members during
the General
Membership
meeting.

Doug Halbert
makes a point

during the General
membership

meeting as Gene
Peeples looks on.
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Reunion Pictures (cont.)

George Boggs, Casey Stengle & Carl Reininger
during the General Membership meeting.

Doug Halbert looking
sharp in his Ike jacket
at Saturday’s dinner.

George & Lillian Boggs at the
dinner on Saturday.

Ira & Wanda Whitaker

Something certainly amused Charlie
Iden as he waits for the dinner to begin.

Robert & Wilma Stainbrook

Lupe & Aida Martinez

John & Rosemary NaastadWendi & Terry Davidson, Brian Kelley & Rob
Gates talk with Dennis Davenport during
dinner. Terry is a new 7IDA member and joined
at the reunion.

Walter Davenport
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Reunion Pictures (cont.)

More of the overflow crowd at the Saturday night dinner.

Members at breakfast on Sunday,
before the Memorial Service.

Paul & Faye Umbstead

Richard & Sue Steinmetz

The resort’s knight, sporting the
7IDA patch, bid us “thanks” & farewell.
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Sp4 Hofbauer's Korea
Sp4 Joseph Hofbauer arrived in Korea

in 1958 and left in early 1960. After

arriving at Camp Casey he was assigned

as a photographer in the 7ID Public

Information Office. In the course of his

duties he took hundreds of photographs,

some of which are seen here. He can be

contacted at <jgvh36@yahoo.com>.

Sikorsky H-19 Chikasaw helicopter at Cp Casey.

7th ID troops cross a
stream near Camp
Casey with an APC. The
sweet smell of the
honey bucket was quite
prevalent in the air while
on maneuvers. Even the
rivers stunk.

A field on the south
side of Camp
Casey looking north
toward the
mountains.

7ID troops in the field. Camp Casey/Tongduchon area.
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The Quartermaster’s Store

Caps
The official “bill cap” for the

Association. They come in red,

white or black and one size fits

all. Please specify color.

$11.00 each

http://7ida.us/

7th IDA Decals
4½" or 2¾” diameter

Please specify size.

$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

Crests $7.00 each

CD of 1954 7th

ID Yearbook
Originally printed by

Division Command.

Scanned into an

Adobe Acrobat

Reader PDF

file for

computers.

$15.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each

Bolo Ties
Small - $12.00, Large - $18.00

Specify S or L

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

17th Infantry

Regiment

32nd Infantry

Regiment

31st Infantry

Regiment

Lapel Pin
$3.50 each

NEW ITEM!

7th IDA License Plate Holder

1 .......... $ 7.00

2 .......... $11.00

3 .......... $15.00

4 .......... $19.00

5 .......... $23.00

6 .......... $27.00

Pricing
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Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:

7th Infantry Division Association
Thomas Stiefel, Quartermaster

1042 Jackson Street
Largo, FL  33770-4318

Tel: 727/483-9800

7IDA Bumper Sticker
$3.00 each

Unit Pins
The authorized 7th Inf.

Div. unit pins. One is

worn on each epaulet.

$4.50 each

Note: All profits from the Quartermaster’s Store go into
the Association Treasury and are used for the betterment
of the Association.

1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00

5 coins - $40.00;10 coins - $70.00

Souvenir Brass Coin
 7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s,

1½" diameter. Illustration shows

the obverse and the reverse.

$3.00 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Tee Shirts
Grey only (S, M, L, XL or XXL)

$12.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces.

Obverse is red, white and black

enamel w/clear epoxy coating.

Reverse is red, black and bronze.

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$3.00 each

Military Black Belt
Black web belt with brass

military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.

$14.00 each

UPDATED!
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Applicant’s Signature                                          Date of Application

Membership Application Form

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:

Name:                                                                     .

Address:                                                                  .

                                                                                  .

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
  7th Infantry Division Association

518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7th IDA lapel
pin, a 7th IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.

Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.

Name:                                                                                                .     Sex:        o      o
                           Last Name             First                  Middle      Male     Female

Address:                                                                                                                                          .
                        Street, RR, or PO Box Apartment #

                                                                                                                                                         .
City State 9 Digit Zip Code Country

Status: oVeteran  oWidow(er) of Veteran   oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran  oSupporter

Spouse's Name:                                                                                                                                                              .
      (or nearest kin)

Phones:  (         )                               (         )                               (          )                      _         (          )                          _   ,

                Home Cell    Business   Fax

eMail Address:                                                                                                                                                              .

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:                                                      .

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:                                                                                                                                                                           .
Assignment Platoon Company Troop Battalion Battery           Regiment       Brigade

With 7th ID from:                        .To:                           Highest Rank:                                                   DOB:       /        /         .

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:

                                                                                                                                                              .

                                                                                                                                                              .

                                                                                                                                                              .

                                                                                                    _

If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

Biennial dues are $50.00 payable July 1st in the odd year. If
you are joining in an even year your initial dues requirement

is $25.00 to pay you up to June 30th of the next odd year.
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My Time in Service
By Eugene D. Highland

It was Jan’66, I was 19 years old and beginning to feel a

draft…the military draft. I’d been in college about a year

and a half, but had recently reduced my college attendance

so my 2-S classification was changed to 1-A. A couple weeks

later I received my draft notice and was inducted 28Jun66.

My Basic Training was at Ft. Ord, CA. My aptitude tests

qualified me for OCS, combat photographer, or computer

operator training but all of those all required an additional

year of service, so I opted for the Field Artillery.

I arrived at Ft. Sill, OK in late Sep’66 and was assigned to

MOS 13E10, Field Artillery Operations and Intelligence

Assistant training. Five weeks into that course, I got “walking

pneumonia,” whatever that is. My 3-day stay in hospital

resulted in being “recycled” back two weeks to another class.

I quickly lost interest in MOS 13E10, and requested a transfer

to the guns, good old MOS 13A10 - “cannoneer.”

Somewhere midway through cannon school, we filled out

what was called our “dream sheet,” asking where you would

want to be sent “if you had a choice.” I filled in the space:

“Korea.”

During our last week of training I was told to report to the

Company Commander after we were dismissed. He told me

that as a sole surviving son, Army regulations prevented me

from being sent to Vietnam, “So where would you like to be

sent?” I told him that I’d put “Korea” on my dream sheet and

so it came to be.

After a Christmas leave I reported to Ft. Lewis, WA and, a

few days later, I was off to Korea - arriving in the Republic

of Korea 09Jan67. Being a southern California guy, I’d never

experienced really cold weather. At the time, there wasn’t

any “weather” happening, it was just damn cold - something

like 17 below zero!

I landed at Kimpo and ended up at Camp Casey, home of the

7th Inf Div. A couple of formations and meals later and I was

on my way, along with several guys from our training battery

at Ft. Sill, to Camp Parris, home of the 2nd Bn, 8th Arty. It

was up near the DMZ…a bunch of old Quonset huts

surrounded by a barbed-wire fence with guard posts around

the perimeter. Two days into my stay at Camp Parris, I was

promoted to PFC (E-3) and was assigned to the Bn FDC as a

chart operator. And so began my 13-month tour in “the land

of the morning calm.”

By Mar’67 Spring was in the air along with the sweet smell

of defoliants, just to keep the weeds under control. Around

May, I made Specialist 4 (E-4) and as a “present,” the First

Sergeant sent a LT and me up to the “Z” to help out on the

radios.

The author firing a 105mm gun.

Sign outside Camp Casey.

Continued next page...
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Back in January, I’d had a chance to get outta the cold by

volunteering to go to Hawai’i and train with the 25th Div,

then off to TDY in Vietnam. In late June, I got my orders, and

spent Aug and most of Sept, 1967, in Vietnam. Funny thing, I

never did get to go to Hawai’i!

In late Sep’67, when I returned to the 2nd/8th, things were

heating up along the DMZ. By Nov’67, it started getting cold,

and so began another winter in Korea. We had a white

Christmas in ’67 and I spent another 10 days on the DMZ.

In Jan’68 the Korean peninsula got “hot,” militarily speaking.

The failed, but savage, raid by North Korean commandos on

the South Korean capital and the capture of the USS Pueblo

off the North Korean coastline all occurred at this time. There

was a lot of action on the DMZ too. In late Jan, early Feb, I

spent 13 more days on the “Z.” As the result of being in and

around a few frantic firefights, I qualified for “hazardous

duty pay.”

In February, I passed my

original DEROS date

because, some months

back, I had extended my

overseas tour until

10Apr68 so as to

receive an “early out”

when I returned

stateside. April arrived

and I DEROSed as

scheduled. After a

couple of days

processing out at Ft.

Lewis that was it. I was

out of the Army at age 22.

The next day I was at the

Camp Parris compound.

The Korean countryside.

The author during DMZ duty.
beach with a new

surfboard and lots of

stuff to catch up on.

Really weird how it all just ends.

Dan Highland

<skydog@dslextreme.com>

Balance Sheet - As of 9/30/2011

ASSETS

Cash and Bank Accounts

7th IDA Checking 4-150740 $ 17,051.31

Money Market - 3273310744 $ 18,887.23

Petty Cash - Quartermaster $ 300.00

TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts $ 36,238.54

TOTAL ASSETS $ 36,238.54

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 0.00

TOTAL EQUITY $ 36,238.54

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $ 36,238.54
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Profit & Loss Statement

4/1/2011 through 9/30/2011 (Cash Basis)

INCOME

Donations Received

Booster $ 1,019.00

Hourglass 10.00

Postage 25.00

Unrestricted 0.30

TOTAL Donations Received 1,054.30

Dues Income

2011-13 7,860.00

TOTAL Dues Income 7,860.00

Dues in Reserve

2013-15 420.00

2015-17 120.00

TOTAL Dues in Reserve 540.00

Interest Income 35.07

Other Income 30.00

Quartermaster Sales 929.04

TOTAL INCOME $ 10,448.41

EXPENSES

Computer

Web Site $ 52.50

TOTAL Computer 52.50

Hourglass

Winter 2011 Hourglass 6,211.00

Summer 2011 Hourglass 6,566.00

TOTAL Hourglass 12,777.00

Merchandise Inventory 1,941.69

Office Expenses

Printer Supplies 18.73

Quartermaster Supplies 123.67

Stationery & Envelopes 4.36

TOTAL Office Expenses 146.76

Postage

HG Editor 11.59

Quartermaster 444.57

Treasurer 136.75

TOTAL Postage 592.91

TOTAL EXPENSES 15,510.86

OPERATING LOSS $ (5,062.45)

In order for the Association to continue publishing The

Hourglass twice each year we needed additional funds.

Plainly put, our primary source of funds is your dues. So, by

unanimous vote, the Council accepted my recommendation

to raise dues to $50.00 biennially ($25.00 per year). This is

an increase of $20.00 biennially or $10.00 per year. Because

only half of you have paid your 2011-2013 dues, you are

being given until December 31st to pay your dues which

became payable on July 1, 2011 at the $30.00 rate. Effective

1/1/2012, the biennial dues will be $50.00.

The membership also addressed our policy of allowing

members to pay dues in advance. In the past we allowed

payments in advance to be made at the current rate. It was

decided by a unanimous vote of the general membership

that if any member wishes to pay dues in advance for the

dues cycles of 2013-2015 and beyond, members will be

required to pay at the new $50.00 rate.

Lastly, it has been Association policy to send The

Hourglass to members for two editions when they are in an

un-paid dues status. Again, the general membership voted

unanimously to send only one edition to members who have

allowed their dues to become delinquent. This means that

those who have not paid their 2011-13 dues will be

receiving this Hourglass and it is their last one until their

dues are paid up to date. Please look at the address label

on this issue of The Hourglass. If, above your name, it

indicates, “Delinquent - THIS IS YOUR LAST

NEWSLETTER”, you need to pay your dues as soon as

possible. Get them in before December 31st and the rate is

$30.00. If the postmark on your envelope is after 12/31/

2011, you will owe $50.00 per two-year period.

I would also like to thank, on behalf of the membership,

those “Honored” members who, although dues exempt,

continue to make many voluntary contributions to make

sure we stay financially solvent.

From Your Treasurer

Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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7th IDA Governing Council

Officers
Name Office Term

F. E. (Gene) Peeples President 2003 - 2015

Gene C. Richards 1st Vice President 2007 - 2013

Julius “JT” Morgan 2nd Vice President 2007 - 2015

Ronald R. Levendoski 3rd Vice President 2001 - 2013

John H. Stengel Executive Secretary 2005 - 2013

Douglas J. Halbert Treasurer & Roster Manager 2005 - 2017

Thomas Stiefel Quartermaster 2011 - 2015

Jerry Piller Hourglass Editor 2009 - 2013

Governors
George Boggs 2007 - 2013

Alexander Bravo 1997 - 2015

Levi O. Haire 2001 - 2013

Richard Hazelmyer 2005 - 2015

7th IDA Booster Club
Winter 2011

Membership Status

Thank you to the
43 members

named here who
made

contributions to
the Booster Club
during this period

totalling
$1,155.00.

As of 9/30/2011

Delinquent .. 379

2013 ............ 355

2015 .............. 34

2017 .............. 10

2019 ................ 2

2025 ................ 1

2027 ................ 2

Associate ....... 69

Courtesy .......... 5

Honorary ......... 2

Honored ...... 182

Recruiting Honor Roll

Total Members in Good Standing - 662

Winter 2011

Submitted by         Total

Doug Halbert ......... 16

Gene Peeples ........... 3

John Stengel ............ 2

Alvin Clouse ........... 2

Louis Schmidt .......... 1

Submitted by         Total

John Schofiels ......... 1

Joe Wietlisbach ....... 1

Carl Reininger ......... 1

Brian Kelley ............ 1

Charles D. Iden 2003 - 2015

Ken Mattingly 2009 - 2015

Vilas “Sid” Morris 2007 - 2013

Richard Steinmetz 2005 - 2015

Richard J Berthel
Richard L. Carroll
John W. Casey
Louis R. Chiarito
William Choy
Mildred Coffey
James A. Coleman
Gerald E. Cuslidge
Gerald J. DeLap
Thomas A. Delisio
Martin Driscoll

John L. Dufour
Noel W. Folsom
James G. Fowden
Merilyn D. Georgevich
Ernest L. Hagness
Eugene D. Highland
Kelly Hopkins
Leroy K. Humes
Lawrence W. Kittinger
James H. Langley
Robert W. Lehman

Ken R. Mattingly
John E. Murphy
Gene Peeples
David H. Peterson
Carl E. Reininger
Ray H. Roth
Gerald M. Sales
Dean E. Schoenwetter
Joseph R. Selvidio
Gerald G. Silvester
Henley L. Smith

Harry A. Thambounaris
Leo E. Tremblay
Al Wartner
Ernest S. Wedell
Joseph E. Wietlisbach
Mark A. Williams
George W. Young
Paul C. Zaiser
Rudolph Zemanovic
Richard E. Zielsdorf

Total New Members Recruited - 28
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New Member List

Organization

 Name Address City, State, ZIP     Phone Co/Batt

123rd Aviation
 Burghaus, Kenn F. 3311 Draper Rd. Dorchester, WI 54425 (715) 654-5556 D
17th Infantry Regiment
 Bowman, William R. 218 Laurel St. Vineland, NJ 08360 (856) 697-3963 C
 Klein, Alan 114 Walnut Ln Branson, MO 65616 (417) 334-5456 L
 Odberg, Hilmer G. 654 W. Mill St. Paynesville, MN 56362 (320) 243-4222 A
 Schwartz, Alan H. 330 McKinsie Ct NE Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 (319) 540-3087 HHC
2/32 Inf & 3/27th Inf
 Gates, Robert  (Rob) E. 6562 Countryside Dr. Fayetteville, NC 28311 (910) 987-5276
27th Infantry Regiment
 Cleghorn, David D. 2833 Innsbruck, Apt G St. Louis, MO 63129 C
31st Infantry Regiment
 Colbert, Alfred D. PO Box 56 Whiteside, MO 63387 (573) 485-4895 D
 Fowden, James G. 2947 Maybank Hwy Johns Island, SC 29455 (843) 559-2566 HQ & HQ
 King, William A. 123 Lisbon St. Lisbon, ME 04250 (207) 353-4580 Tank
 Medina, E. G. PO Box 132 Sheridan, WY 82801 (307) 674-8296 E
32nd Infantry Regiment
 Alday, Glenn W. 14360 Wing Rd. Bellevue, MI 49021 (269) 763-3427 F
 Conlee, Robert J. 118 W Young San Antonion, TX 78214 C
 Davidson, Terry E. 14 Hwy 71 Springfield, AR 72157 (501) 354-6196 C
 Kelley, Brian E. 5579 N. SR 7 Madison, IN 47250 (812) 273-6322 C
 Lay, Sr., Claude M 5744 Old Clyde Rd. Clyde, NC 28721 (828) 399-0321 I
 Mahoney, Paul L. PO Box 470934 Ft. Worth, TX 76147 (817) 992-2352 K
 Venegas, Armando 5453 W. Winding Desert Dr. Marana, AZ 85658 (520) 744-4262 Tank
 Walker, Johnny R. 236 Davis Plantation Rd. Bessemer City, NC 28016 (704) 729-6002 C
34th Inf - 2nd Battle Group
 Stroup, Leo M. 4656 Butler Hill Rd. St. Louis, MO 63128 (314) 487-0648 HQ
37th Division - 129th Regiment
 Schneibel, Ludwig 5735 So Lakeview St Littleton, CO 80120 (303) 794-2748 K
7th CAB
 Williams, Mark A. 264 Cherry St. Stephens, GA 30667 206th AHC
7th Medical Battalion
 Geller, Myron R. 9003 Clifton Ave. Niles, IL 60714 (847) 298-6199 Clearing
 Glynn, John C. 9336 117 Ave N Largo, FL 33773 (727) 398-6594 A
 Wilkey, Jr., Paul C. 57105 Claudia Lane Middlebury, IN 46540 (574) 825-5178
8th Field Artillery
 Kelly, Edward A. 31 Fox Blvd. Massapequa, NY 11758 (516) 541-8111 SVC
9th Infantry Regiment
 Ferguson, Martin L. 19920 Granite Dr. #216 Bend, OR 97702 (541) 312-2905 HQ
Division Headquarters
 Smith, Jr., Cecil H. 2610 Center Dr. Bluefield, WV 24701 (304) 327-5060 HQ

Total New Members as of 10/3/2011 - 28
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Vieck’s Korea - 1952
- Joseph Vieck

I got to Korea in early 1952. We got off the ship at Inchon

and boarded a small train for Chunchon. There I got my

assignment - F Co, 2d Bn, 31st Inf Rgt, 7th Div - up at the

front line. We boarded an open-top truck just after daybreak

and by about 1500 hrs we arrived at the 8” guns. They were

firing 6 to 7 miles just over the front lines. The short

orientation we received included the time that we would be

leaving on a 5 or 6 mile hike to our unit. It was very cold,

zero or below with 6-7” of snow on the ground. The next

day we got to our unit about mid-morning. I was introduced

to MSG Douglas, the platoon sergeant, and immediately

became his assistant.

I arrived as a PVT, but moved steadily up in rank - sometimes

not even knowing my rank. I spent most of my time in the

Kumhwa Valley area. In the daytime there were incoming

enemy mortars and at nighttime flares, fireworks and many

artillery explosions.

In early spring we dug in under a railroad track and MSG

Douglas transferred out of the Company. SFC Roger Good

replaced him and I continued as the platoon sergeant’s

assistant.

coming down the road toward us, making lots of dust on the

dry road. They came near enough that we could hear their

voices. All six trucks drove into an opening in the rear of the

Hill 1062. The next day the patrol returned safely back to

our Company.

It was now late summer, I was a sergeant, and activity across

the front increased. One day we walked almost all day with

full field packs to White Horse Mountain where the South

Koreans were in trouble. We put our packs down, put on

bulletproof vests and moved into a secondary position the

South Korean Army held. Combat activity seemed to be

increasing and suddenly we were told that we were going to

be involved in the battle for Triangle Hill. On 14Oct52,

almost the entire 2d Bn was called together about mid-

morning. An officer made an announcement, “Tomorrow we

are going into battle to take Triangle Hill. There is a

possibility that maybe nine out of ten of you might not be

coming back.”  Very sobering news.

The next morning we started moving out. It was so foggy you

could hardly see the person next to you. The area where our

battalion went up Triangle Hill was very steep. At times, I

had to use my entrenching tool to make a foot hold for my

next step. After we made it to the top, SFC Good and I started

digging in for cover when we struck some timbers. We dug

deeper so that we could move the timbers when we heard

some voices - it was an enemy bunker. There were about 75

enemy that came out and were taken prisoner. I think they

had been buried in there by all the shelling.

Our platoon consolidated and I moved near CPL Hobart

Owens’ position. Shortly after I got there, small arms fire

started hitting all around us. Suddenly, Owens caught a bullet

in his right cheekbone. He immediately left the trench and,

as he was leaving, they put three more bullets through his

lower legs. When Owens eventually got to the medics for

help, they removed 13 pieces of shrapnel from his hips and

legs. Shortly after he left, I pulled the pin on a grenade and

threw it as far as I could in the direction of the small arms

fire. I knew that they were very close to us. Apparently I hit

my mark because, after I threw the grenade, the small arms

fire stopped.

After several more days on Triangle Hill, we were notified

that we were going to be relieved. But, before we could

leave, we had to “police up” the battlefield. I remember at

Vieck holding the exploded barrel of an M-1 that
someone had tried to make “automatic” which caused
2 rounds to chamber at the same time.

I was the patrol leader on many night and day patrols. One

time I led a 3-man, 24-hour patrol that was to go out into

enemy territory and observe enemy activity behind Hill 1062,

“Papa-son.” We were near a road at daybreak when we took

up our observation position and saw a six-truck convoy
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one point being so tired I would look down the sights of my

M-1 and fall asleep. During the “police up” SGT Good and I

met again. We were surprised to see each other alive. Our

losses were very heavy - it seemed they were about the

predicted 90% casualty rate. We were told that we could

move back to our Company, so we moved off together.

We took a better route down then we did going up. Our new

route took us into the Sniper Ridge area. It was late afternoon

when I saw an 18”x30” opening. All at once an enemy face

appeared. I went to SGT Good and told him what I had seen.

He said, “I’ll put a grenade in there” and he threw one into

the opening. After the grenade went off, we looked down the

backside of the long ridge. There were more openings and

escaping enemy soldiers filled each opening. The ammo

inside started exploding like a popcorn popper and continued

for several hours. We stayed near the area overnight.

The next morning SGT Good went inside the big enemy

bunker. He handed me a .31-caliber, Russian-made machine

gun on wheels. On our way back to our Company we gave

the weapon to MAJ Warren B. Phillips, our Bn commander.

We assumed that this was the weapon in the bunker on Sniper

Ridge that had harassed us for several months.

We got back to our Company and witnessed the enormous

loss of men we had sustained. We had moved back far enough

so that I got a shower  (one of the few showers I got during

my 9 months up at the front in Korea). After a few days we

started getting some new replacements, which included a

2LT platoon leader. He was ordered to lead a 47-man patrol

the next night to go approximately 1000 yards to the right

front and destroy 3 enemy bunkers.

After talking to the lieutenant, a man with no combat

orientation or experience, I knew this was going to be a suicide

patrol. The patrol’s mission was to knock out three enemy

bunkers at the end of a ridge. S-2 didn’t tell us that the bunkers

were on a cliff! There was no way that we could get up to

the bunkers. The plan was  that SGT Good would get the

bunkers on the left, I would attack the center and CPL Jackson

would charge the bunkers on the right. When we had gone

about 300 yards, I noticed that we were going to our left

instead of to the right as the mission required. Word was

passed up to the lieutenant to stop. He said he really did not

know where he was going. I grew up on a small farm in

Southern Indiana with no electricity, so I was accustomed to

moving in darkness. I knew where the patrol was supposed

to be going and it wasn’t where we were headed. We made a

right turn and walked towards the three enemy bunkers. As

we walked below the enemy they started pouring grenades

and mortars on us. This was suicide - we could not counter

attack! The patrol was getting slaughtered. I was hit on my

right cheekbone and ear by something. I could feel that I was

bleeding but I could go on.

About 0200 hrs I heard SGT Good call to me, “Vieck, I’m

hit.” I went over to him - a mortar round had hit him. A piece

of shrapnel had gone all the way through his body - only his

cartridge belt had stopped it from going out the other side.

The medic was going to remove the shrapnel, but when I felt

around the wound I noticed that he wasn’t bleeding. I advised

the medic that if he removed it, Good might bleed to death.

I took it upon myself to do something. The platoon sergeant

was gone and I couldn’t find the lieutenant. At first I thought

he might have been killed. There were maybe 15 or 16 of us

left so I started giving instructions to move out. (I’m not

bragging but I have often thought, with most everybody on

the patrol being new replacements, what if I had gotten

severely wounded first?) I thanked God that I got all 47 men

and their equipment out of there and back to our Company.

No bodies were left for the enemy.

Things quieted down across the front. I heard that the Catholic

chaplain was conducting mass back at Battalion so I went

and attended mass. I told him, “It seems as if I’m never going

to get out of here.” Just then I heard a loud voice say, “Vieck,

get your things, you’re going home.” I had gotten my required

“points” and was going home! I gathered my things, got my

required shots, and boarded the train. I was tired, this was

the first time since arriving in Korea that I could sleep

peacefully, and I slept all the way to Pusan. It wasn’t until I

saw a big American flag flying that I realized I had survived

the war. That flag actually brought tears to my eyes. I thought

of my many friends who did not survive the war as I did.

I returned to the good ol’ U.S.A., with a Purple Heart and a

Bronze Star, on 14Dec52 - back in time for Christmas at

home. I had spent my required time in Korea and never

missed a Christmas at home.

Vieck's Korea (cont)

Continued next page...
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In May’54, I was in a field south of my house on the family

farm when I saw a car stop and a man came walking toward

me…it was Roger Good! He had the piece of shrapnel in his

hand that I had advised the medic not to remove. The surgeon

who had operated on him in Japan told him, “Sergeant, if

they had removed this piece of metal, you would not have

made it.” Right then Roger said he remembered me advising

the medic not to remove it. We decided this deserved a toast;

so we partied some and had a great reunion. In 1964 I received

a letter and newspaper article from his wife telling me Roger

had been killed when a train struck his pickup at a crossing.

CPL Homer Tipton, a 7IDA member, also served in Vieck’s

platoon at the Battle of Triangle Hill.  Vieck can be contacted

at: 4054 S. Vieck Rd., Vincennes, IN 47591.

Republic of Korea
War Service Medal

On 20Aug99, the Secretary of Defense

approved the acceptance and wear of

the Republic of Korea War Service

Medal (ROKWSM) in recognition of

the sacrifices of United States veterans

of the Korean War.

To receive the ROKWSM, military

veterans must have served in the

country of Korea, its territorial waters,

or airspace during the period of

25Jun50- 27Jul53. Service must have been

performed while on permanent assignment in Korea, while

on temporary duty in Korea for 30 consecutive days (or 60

nonconsecutive days), or while as a crewmember of aircraft

in aerial flight over Korea participating in actual combat

operations, or in support of combat operations.

Veterans who served in Japan, Guam, Okinawa, or the

Philippines are not eligible.

If you would like to apply for this medal please contact the

Editor for the application form.

"Vieck's Korea" from previous page
SMILE! That's An Order!
My infantry battalion conducted winter
patrols of the Korean Demilitarized
Zone. On a blustery morning, a senior
officer known for his off-the-wall
questions was inspecting an outgoing
squad. “Private,” he demanded of one

soldier, “if you were on patrol and saw
some tanks barreling over that ridge,

what would you do?”

“Sir, I would call in a squadron of Apache attack
helicopters,” was the private’s quick reply.

“Where in hell are you going to get a squadron of
Apaches?”

“The same place you got your tanks, sir.”
From LT Bob McAleer

o O o O o O o O o O o O o O o

After a few rough years, my cousins and their son
Jim decided it’d be best if he tried the rigid
structure of the military. Since he’d never been one
for following rules, we wondered how he’d adjust.
It wasn’t long before we got our answer. Once he’d
completed basic training, he took a two-day drive
across the country to his new assignment.
Midmorning on the second day, my cousin was
surprised to receive a call from his son, who was
still at his hotel. “Why aren’t you on the road yet?”
he asked.
“Well, I’m all ready to go, Dad,” Jim replied, “but
the sign on the door says, ‘Checkout at 11 a.m.’”
From Ken Lynch

o O o O o O o O o O o O o O o

My friend’s husband, responsible for the overall
closing of a military base, was reviewing voluminous
files. He found some old records that were of no
possible value, and sent a letter to Washington
requesting permission to destroy them. The reply
he received read as follows: “Permission is given to
destroy the records, but please make triplicate
copies of them first.”
From Jeanie L. Sorensen

All courtesy of Reader’s Digest “Humor In Uniform”
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From the Executive Secretary

It was good to meet old friends, and make some new ones, at

the recently concluded 2011 reunion held in Branson, MO.

The shows that we saw were great and the weather was

perfect. And although the drive down from Michigan was a

long one, it was worth it.

There were a few openings on the Board of Governors and

support staff that had to be filled but, thanks to several

members agreeing to stay on for another term or volunteering

to serve, we were able to fill all the vacancies. The main

topics of discussion during the Executive Council’s meeting

and the general membership’s meeting centered around ways

to increase our membership and the necessity to raise the

dues.

Even though attendance was better this year we still fell short

of our goal for the number of members we hoped would

attend the reunion. But with the 32d Inf. holding their reunion

at the same time and at the same hotel it made for a nice

reunion. Sadly we are losing a lot of friends so these reunions

are a very good way to see the country and see friends. The

next reunion, in 2013, will be held somewhere in the state of

Texas and I hope to see a lot of you there.

My only complaint was that there were just too many members

talking at the same time during the membership meeting and

sometimes that made it impossible to get a complete picture

on what was happening. So, if there is a name missing in my

minutes, I am sorry but I cannot do a proper job if everyone

is talking at once.

John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary

712 Griggs St. SW, Grand Rapids,

MI 49503-8051,

(616) 243-7174

 <stengeljohn@sbcglobal.net>.

Well, the reunion in Branson is over and it seemed like
everyone had a good time. It’s nice that I can now finally put
faces and personalities to the names of those of you who’ve
sent me things to put in the newsletter. I also appreciated all
the “well done” expressions from all of you who commented
on the newsletter. And I wasn’t the youngest member there -
one of the new members was born in 1964 about the time I
was getting out of high school.

Ooops! There was a mix-up of the 17th & 31st Inf unit crests
on the bottom of p25 in the last issue - sorry. Fred Connolly
of the 31st Inf noticed it. The casualty figures were correct
for the units, just not their crests.  Just goes to show it doesn’t
matter how many times or how many people proofread
something, errors can and do slip thru.

On p27 of the Winter 2010 issue the possibility of exposure
to Agent Orange by 2d ID and 7th ID soldiers serving in the
Korean DMZ was reported. The VA has extended the time
frame for exposure to Agent Orange in the DMZ to include
service between 01Sep67-31Aug71. Such DMZ service now
qualifies as “presumptive exposure” to the chemical.

The 20% failure rate on the Armed Forces Entry Test is
disquieting. And if we, as a country, keep cutting education
budgets these failure rates will only increase.

There are some questions about combat pay. It seems that its
inception and application has differed over the years. Trying
to sort it out using the Internet was not particularly
enlightening, so I’m hoping the readership can help me. Please
let me know anything you can remember about “combat pay”
during the time you served.

As always, PLEASE submit your pictures in a format I can
use. Photos printed out on regular printer paper do not scan
well and are very poor in appearance if printed in the
newsletter.  If you are scanning a photo do so at a minimum
of 300 dpi in JPEG format and email it to me. If you have an
un-scanned photo you can either have a reprint made by a
photo processor or you can send it directly to me and I’ll
scan it. Remember that if you want it back you need to send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope so I can return it to you.

Editor’s Perspective

Jerry Piller

Hourglass Editor

<hourglass@7ida.us>
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Two Korean War GIs Honored
With MoH

Two 7th Division soldiers who gave their lives fighting in

the Korean War were posthumously given the nation’s highest

military honor by President Obama on 02May11. Both of

these awards were upgrades of the Distinguished Service

Cross medals that had initially been awarded to them. Family

members of both soldiers attended the ceremony at the White

House.

PFC Anthony Kaho’ohanohano and PFC Henry Svehla

were recognized with the Medal of Honor for their heroic

actions while fighting overwhelming enemy forces during

the war.

Kaho’ohanohano’s actions of 01Sep51 were recounted on

page 30 of the Summer 2010 issue of The Hourglass. He

was assigned to Co H, 2d Bn, 17th Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div.

Svehla, from Belleville, NJ, was serving as a rifleman with

Co F, 2d Bn, 32d Inf Rgt, 7th Inf Div in the Republic of

Korea on 12Jun52. Svehla distinguished himself with his

extraordinary heroism in action against enemy aggressor

forces at Pyongony, Korea. Committed to determine enemy

strength and capabilities on key terrain, PFC Svehla’s platoon

forged up the rocky slope. Coming under heavy automatic

weapons and small arms fire, the troops began to falter.

Realizing the success of the mission was imperiled, PFC

Svehla charged forward, firing his weapon and throwing

grenades. The men, rallying to the challenge, joined in the

assault against a numerically superior foe and inflicted

numerous casualties. Although wounded by a mortar burst,

PFC Svehla refused medical treatment and continued to lead

the attack. During the ensuing conflict, an enemy grenade fell

in the midst of the group. While attempting to dispose of the

grenade to protect his comrades, PFC Svehla lost his life.

PFC Anthony
Kaho’ohanohano

PFC Henry Svehla

New PT Test
Back in the day…okay, during the Vietnam War…the Army’s

Physical Combat Proficiency Test was a pretty simple affair.

You had to do a 40-yard low crawl, swing across a horizontal

ladder, do the “dodge, run & jump,” throw a grenade, and

run 1 mile.

Well, no more. The Army plans to toughen its fitness tests to

make sure all soldiers have the strength, endurance and

mobility for battle. The fitness test is being revamped because

repetitive exercises like sit-ups don’t translate into survival

on the battlefield where troops in the field now carry anywhere

from 40 to 70 pounds of weapons and body armor.

The “physical readiness” test includes such things as a 60-

yard shuttle run, a standing long jump, one minute of push-

ups and a 1.5-mile timed run. A “combat readiness” test

includes running 400 meters with a rifle while moving through

an obstacle course in full combat gear, crawling, vaulting

over obstacles,

running on a

balance beam

while carrying a

30-pound ammo

box, and doing an

agility sprint

around a course

marked off by

cones. Additionally, soldiers must drag a sled weighted with

180 pounds of sandbags to simulate pulling a fallen comrade

from the battlefield.

SFC Cornelius

Trammell is

shown here

performing 2 of

the requirements

at Ft. Jackson,

SC.

The tests will be given to all soldiers and officers, including

Reserves and National Guard, even those recalled who are

now age 60-years plus. Specific standards for men, women

and by age ranges are still being worked out.

Condensed from Associated Press article published 3-1-11

Photos - Brett Flashnick / AP Photo
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Chocolate, produced mainly by the Hershey Company, was

a familiar staple in US rations during World War II. It came

mainly as three individually wrapped, four-ounce rectangular

slabs intended more as an emergency ration than a

confectioner’s treat. Referred to originally as the “Logan

bar,” after COL Paul Logan, the Army Quartermaster officer

who commissioned its production by Hershey in April, 1937,

it became officially known as the D Ration

among the millions of GIs who

chomped on it, melted it down,

shaved it into bits with their P38s

or bayonets, traded it, or tossed it

to begging urchins throughout Italy

and France.

In 1937, Logan foresaw the need for expanded production

of the ration and contacted Hershey officials to discuss what

he felt would satisfy Army needs. He did not want a survival

bar that tasted too good for fear that troops would eat it

casually rather than carry it until an emergency arose.

Accordingly, he told Hershey representatives that he wanted

a bar that weighed four ounces, was high in food energy

value, could withstand high temperatures, and tasted just “a

little better than a boiled potato.”

Hershey adjusted its production methods to satisfy Logan’s

requirements, coming up with a thick hard slab of dark

chocolate that withstood 120 degrees Fahrenheit. Sugar was

decreased and chocolate liquor increased to give the bar a

less appealing taste than normal chocolate bars. Three of

the 600 calorie, four-ounce bars were individually wrapped

in foil and collectively sealed as a daily emergency ration

that met the 1,800-calorie minimum sustenance requirement.

Hershey filled an original order for 90,000 of the D Rations

and the Army field-tested them during the remainder of 1937

along the Texas border and in the Philippines and Panama.

While the rations proved highly portable and had the highest

caloric content possible in the smallest package, they were

never as popular with the troops as the commercially

produced Hershey bars. Still, they met the Army’s

expectations. 2LT Ernest Childers, who was awarded the

Medal of Honor for his actions while fighting in Italy, noted

in an interview, “These rations are welcome after hard

fighting. In a running battle where action is intense and the

Chocolate for Warriors men are standing by their guns, packaged rations furnish the

only possible food supply.”

In 1943, Hershey was asked to produce a better-tasting

chocolate bar that would withstand the extreme heat of the

Pacific Theater. The result was the one-ounce and two-ounce

sized Tropical Bars that were packaged along with K Rations

and by war’s end had replaced the

Logan Bar. Although the Tropical

Bar was sweeter and much more

akin in shape to a normal

chocolate bar, there’s much

anecdotal evidence that the troops didn’t find its taste any

more satisfying than the Logan. Nonetheless, it’s been

estimated that during 1940-1945, Hershey produced and

distributed over three billion D Ration and Tropical Bar

units for our forces around the world. In July, 1971, Hershey’s

Tropical Chocolate Bar went to the moon with Apollo 15

astronauts.

Veterans of the Korean and Vietnam wars will probably recall

the Hershey Tropical Bar as part of the sundry pack included

with their rations. Later, Desert Shield and Desert Storm

warriors were treated to an experimental 144,000-unit run

of Hershey’s Desert Bar. Today’s

troops’ Meals Ready to Eat

(MRE’s) include the Hooah Bar,

a nutrition dense energy snack in

various flavor.

Courtesy of Call To Duty, Army Historical Foundation,

March 2011

Americans Favor Defending
South Korea

A December 2010 poll reported in Army Times showed
a solid majority of Americans favoring U.S. military action
if North Korea were to attack South Korea.

The poll of 1,008 Americans - conducted by CNN and
the Opinion Research Corporation - asked respondents
if U.S. troops should be used in the event of an attack.
57% said “yes,” 40% said “no,” and 2% were unsure.
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Agent Orange in Korea II

On 25Jan11, VA announced via a final regulation published

in the Federal Register that it now presumes that veterans

who served along the DMZ between 01Sep67 and 31Aug71

were exposed to the herbicide Agent Orange. Previously,

the cutoff date was July 1969.

VA and the Pentagon have identified the specific units (see

below) that qualify for this new ruling. Possibly 30,000 vets

who served in Korea’s DMZ during the new 3½ year time

frame could be eligible for benefits.

Currently, VA counts 15 diseases as being caused by Agent

Orange exposure. The new ruling means eligible Korea DMZ

vets do not have to prove an association between their illness

and their military service. “This ‘presumption’ simplifies

and speeds up the application process for benefits and ensures

that veterans receive the benefits they deserve” according to

VA’s statement announcing the new regulation. VA encourages

vets who served in the qualifying units and have medical

conditions associated with Agent Orange exposure to submit

applications for benefits “as soon as possible” so it can begin

processing their claims.

If you want more information about Agent Orange, including

diseases and possible birth defects associated with exposure

go to http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/

agentorange.

For more information on filing a VA claim for Agent Orange

exposure, access http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/AO/

claimherbicide.htm.

US Units Exposed to Agent Orange - Korean DMZ 1968-71

Veterans assigned to these units between 01Apr68 and 31Aug71 are eligible to apply for VA compensation based on

exposure to herbicides.

2nd Infantry Division (Combat Bde) 7th Infantry Division (3rd Bde)

Regiment Battalions Regiment Battalions

72ndArmor 1st, 2nd 73rd Armor 1st

12th Arty 1st 10th Cavalry 2nd

15th Arty 1st 13th Eng. Combat Bn

17th Arty 7th 17th Infantry 1st, 2nd

37th Arty 6th 31st Infantry 1st,2nd *

38th Arty 5th 32nd Infantry 1st, 2nd, 3rd *

7th Cavalry 4th Sqdn,

Counter Agt Co Other Units

9th Infantry 1st, 2nd U.N. Command Security Battalion

23rd Infantry 1st, 2nd, 3rd Joint Security Area

31st Infantry 2nd * Crew of the USS Pueblo

32nd Infantry 3rd * * Service records may show assignment

38th Infantry 1st, 2nd to either the 2nd or 7th Infantry Division

Source - VFW Magazine, May 2011
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Snow on deck. USS Philippine Sea North Pacific 1945.

5” HARVs (High
Velocity Aircraft

Rocket), popularly
known as “Holy

Moses,” shot by a
P-47 (not sure if this

was in the Pacific
theater).

Marines disembark
LST at Tinian Island,
much the same as 7th

Div troops in the area.

Japanese Kawanishi H8K seaplane after strafing at
Kwajalein.

Bougainville

Guam

WWII in the Pacific
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"Arirang"
The music of the Korean folk song Arirang was “awarded”

to the 7th Infantry Division by President Syngman Rhee of

South Korea in honor of the Division’s service during and

after the Korean War.

Headquarters, 7th Infantry Division adopted it as the official

marching song of  the Division on 26May56 by General Order

63.

These are the words of the English language adaptation.

Hold your bayonets high,

For Freedom’s light will never die.

Shout for victory and

Sing a song that men are free.

I am the bayonet;

Place your trust in me.

Hold your bayonets high,

So Freedom’s light will never die.

Delbert Flitsch's Korea
These are a few pictures from my time in Korea in 1959

while I was assigned to Headquarters, 2d Medium Tank

Battalion (Patton), 40th Armor at Camp Beavers.

Delbert Flitsch

16608 State Highway 131

Gays Mills, WI  54631

Flitsch outside a Quonset hut, the radio station where
he worked is in the building to his rear.

Flitsch
operating
the radios
at Cp.
Beavers.

A M47 “Patton” tank parked outside the HQ building.
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GI Bills Compared
By Fred Minnick and Tim Dyhouse

When we hear the term “GI Bill” we often just think of it in

terms of what benefits we were entitled to for our particular

period of service. There have been a number of incarnations

of the legislation, all with distinctly different post-service

benefits.

The original, the Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 1944,

entitled veterans an allowance of up to $75 per month plus

up to $500 per year for tuition, books, and fees. WWII vets

could get up to 4 years of schooling plus an additional year

of training, depending on their length of service after

16Sep40. Huge numbers of veterans took advantage of this

program - in 1947 vets were 49% of total college enrollment!

The Korean War version, the Veterans Readjustment Act of

1952, cut the benefits back to 3 years if the veteran had served

at least 2 years between 27Jun50 and 01Feb55. Vets could

get $110 per month but had to pay for their tuition, books,

and fees themselves.

The next version, the Veterans Readjustment Act of 1966,

was made to be retroactive in scope to include vets who had

served between 1955-64, and included active-duty troops

that were currently serving. A veteran could receive up to

$100 monthly initially and the authorized amount was

increased over the years, in 9 steps, eventually to $376.

Benefits were awarded on a month of eligibility per month

of service for up to 45 months.

The Post-Vietnam Veterans Education Assistance Program,

was part of the 1976 Veterans Education & Employment

Act. It was for personnel who served between Jul’77 and

01Jul85 and was a 2:1 “matching funds” program where the

vet put in up to a maximum of $2700 that the government

matched with up to $5400.

This program was replaced in 1984 with the Montgomery

GI Bill for personnel entering service after 30Jun85, and

also extended benefits to reservists. Vets could receive $100

monthly for a year under part of the plan and could contribute

another $600, while on active duty, to receive $5400 in

additional benefits. This was amended by the Persian Gulf

War Veterans Assistance Act in 1991, which eventually let

the veteran use it up to 15 years after they were discharged

or retired.

The latest version, the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational

Assistance Act, was passed 30Jun08, and amended by the

Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Improvements Act in 2010.

This effectively equals the benefits of the 1944 GI Bill.

Today’s veterans can now get their entire tuition paid at public

educational institutions, including graduate schools. Even

those attending private & foreign schools can get up to

$17,500 a year for up to 3 years. It also extends benefits to

National Guard and Reservists who were called up to active

duty. Their benefits depend on their length of active duty

service and max out at 36 months service required to get the

full benefits authorized by the legislation.

Condensed from articles in the August 2011 VFW Magazine

20% Flunk Army Entry Test
One in five high school graduates who took the Army’s

entrance exam between 2004 and 2009 failed to qualify.

Results of a study, Shut Out of the Military, conducted by

the Education Trust in December 2010 showed a marked

disparity in failure rates among white, black and Hispanic

applicants. It is billed as the first-ever public analysis of

data from the Army’s Armed Services Vocational Aptitude

Battery (ASVAB ) - which determines if applicants qualify

to enlist in the military.

Nearly 350,000 high school graduates aged 17-20 and their

results on the Armed Forces Qualification Test (AFQT) were

studied.

Here are some of the findings:

- States in which more than 30% of applicants scored too

low to enlist were Hawaii, Louisiana, Mississippi and

Washington, D. C.

- States with less than 15% failure rates were Idaho, Indiana,

Nebraska, New Hampshire and Wyoming.

The full report can be seen at: <http://www.edtrust.org>

Source, VFW Magazine, March 2011

Editor’s note: I’m not sure if this says more about the
American educational system or our young people
today, but I found the information interesting. Pretty
sad that the 20% overall failure rate is so high. I can’t
imagine 20% of the males I graduated high school with
failing a generation (or two) ago. As a resident of Hawaii,
its low placement was no surprise to me however.
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N. Korea Discusses MIA
Searches

After 6 years of inactivity, North Korea appears willing to

resume searches for the remains of American MIAs from the

Korean War. In December 2010, former U.S. ambassador to

the U.N., Bill Richardson, met with North Korean officials

in the wake of the communist country’s November artillery

attack on South Korea.

While there, the subject of resuming the searches came up

unexpectedly. “The North Koreans said, ‘You know, if we

can better our relationship, we can give you more remains of

your soldiers,’” Richardson said. A North Korean general

then handed him photos of what he claimed to be nearly 100

sets of U.S. remains found in the southern part of the country.

What North Korea ultimately wants in return is not known.

According to the U.S. Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command

(JPAC) more than 220 sets of remains were collected in

North Korea during 33 missions between 1996-2005. More

than 75 sets of these remains were positively identified. More

than 8,000 U.S. troops are still unaccounted for from the

Korean War and it is believed that more than 5,100 sets of

remains are located in North Korea.

Speech Freedom
On March 2, 2011 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the

First Amendment protects the Westboro Baptist Church of

Topeka, KS, in protesting at the funerals of service members

killed in Afghanistan and Iraq. The 8-1 decision also upheld

a court ruling that threw out a judgment to the father of a

Marine who sued the church for picketing his son’s funeral.

Justice Alito was the sole dissenter from the decision. “Our

profound national commitment to free and open debate is not

a license for the vicious verbal assault that occurred in this

case,” he wrote. “Allowing family members to have a few

hours of peace without harassment does not undermine public

debate.” The church’s “outrageous conduct caused the

petitioner great injury” and the court now compounds that

injury by depriving the petitioner of a judgment that

acknowledges the wrong he suffered. In order to have a

society in which public issues can be openly and vigorously

debated, it is not necessary to allow the brutalization of

innocent victims like the petitioner.”

Congress and 46 states have already passed laws to restrict

picketing near cemeteries during a funeral. Also, 12 retired

U.S. Air Force generals, led by Larry Twitchell, filed a

complaint in February with the Kansas Board of Discipline

of Attorneys seeking the disbarment of some lawyers

representing the Topeka church. The complaint alleges that

the Westboro lawyers breached Kansas’ integrity rules

through activity “uncivil, undignified or unprofessional,

regardless of whether it is directly connected to a legal

proceeding.”

Condensed from VFW Magazine, May 2011

90 GIs Killed in Post-war DMZ
Hostilities

From 1966 through 1969, 44 GIs were killed, and
111 wounded, while serving on the Korean DMZ.
Additionally, 7 Americans were killed in hostile
incidents between 1955-63, a sailor from the USS
Pueblo was killed in January 1968, 31 crewmen of
a Navy plane were shot down offshore in April 1969
and another 7 Americans were killed in the ’70s,
bringing the total to 90 dead.

Based on some estimates, another 211 GIs died
from non-hostile causes during that same period in
the 1960s.

Source - VFW Magazine, May 2011
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Final Taps

We remember those who

have left our ranks

We have lost a total of 15 Members since the last report.

Those marked with an asterisk (*) were in our “Honored

Membership” class.

Organization                       Co/Bat.           Date of Death
  Name

13th Engineer Battalion [C]
Sears, Frank C. A 2010

15th AAA Battalion
Van Buren, Thomas J. B 1/6/2011

17th Infantry Regiment
*Boyles, Edward E. B 6/17/2011

184th Infantry Regiment
*Graf, Homer C. Hq 5/23/1911

*Van Hulle, Mitchell F 3/2/2010

31st Field Artillery Battalion
Chapman, Robert C 6/8/2010

*Smith, Max M. A 9/6/2011

31st Infantry Regiment
Murray, Thomas E. Hq & Hq 7/3/2011

*Phares, Raymond E. F 6/28/2011

32nd Infantry Regiment
Applegate, John E. I 9/27/2011

*Walls, Louis J. Unknown 8/8/2011

49th Field Artillery Battalion
Strang, Kenneth E. F & G June 2011

*Williams, Lawson U. Hq 9/23/2011

57th Field Artillery Battalion
Guinn, James HQ 7/4/2010

*Hanson, John F. HQ 5/8/2011

Robert Myers Remembered
PVT Robert L. “Bobby” Myers was one

of 4 brothers from Greenville, OH who

served in the Army during WWII and Korea.

He was killed on 05May45 at Yonabaru,

Okinawa, a few days after his 19th birthday.

This is a letter to his mother from his

commander, Laverne J. Heenan, Co M,

184th Inf. He was initially buried on

Okinawa, but was later disinterred and

reburied in his home town.

“Dear Mrs. Myers:

As the commanding officer of your son Robert, I wish to

express my deepest sympathy to you in the recent loss of

your loved one. I realize that the War Department telegram

informing you of his death contained little information as to

the manner of his passing and I want to give you all the details

possible.

“Robert was a member of machine gun platoon and we were

attacking south near Yonabaru, Okinawa. At approximately

five o’clock one morning our position was subjected to an

enemy counterattack. Robert’s platoon successfully repulsed

the enemy but he gave his life aiding that success. He was

firing on the enemy when fired on by an enemy machine gun,

and passed on instantly, suffering no pain.

“He was buried on the following day in the Seventh Infantry

Division Cemetery on Okinawa with funeral services in

accordance with his faith. He was laid to rest on a beautiful

green hillside completely untouched by war, overlooking the

East China Sea.

“During the time that Robert was a member of this

organization he was an excellent soldier and made many

friends and had won the admiration and respect of his officers.

I know he must have been a wonderful son and I realize how

you must feel. I also realize that at this time words are of

little help in your bereavement.

“Again, I wish to express my sincerest sympathy to you in

your loss. If I can be of any assistance to you in the future,

please feel free to call upon me at any time.”

Laverne J. Heenan

Captain, Infantry

Company M, 184th Infantry

Commanding

Submitted by Noble Stahl, 7IDA member, from an article
in the Daily Advocate, Greenville, OH in May 2011.
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Wailuku, HI 96793-9426
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Dues Status & Increase Notice
The new dues cycle commenced on 07/01/11. The legend
below explains the “Dues Status” on your mailing label.

l Delinquent ...... 2011-2013 dues of $30 are due now.
If you do not get your check in by December 31, 2011
your dues for the 2011-2013 cycle will be $50.00.
Biennial dues were raised to $50.00 effective 1/1/2012.
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l Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.

l Honored .......... You are exempt from dues.

l Honorary ........ You are exempt from dues.
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