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I extend my sincere gratitude to all the
members of our Association for their
service and the sacrifices they have made
on behalf of America, and for granting me
the opportunity to serve as your President.
I would like to extend my humble thanks
to all members of the Association who,
over the years, have assisted me through
my terms as President. I would also like

to personally thank the 13th Engineer (C) Battalion, 31st Field
Artillery Battalion, and the 32nd Infantry Regiment for
allowing me the opportunity to attend their reunions.

Our 23rd Biennial Reunion will be held this year from
September 29th to October 2nd in Branson, MO. This reunion
will hopefully be one of our best and largest. I would strongly
encourage members who plan to attend at this year’s reunion
to register as early as possible in advance so we can get an
idea on how many of you will be attending.

Since our last reunion our Association has lost several
members, including 2 Governors. Our Association also has
five additional officers and governors whose terms will be
expiring at the time of our upcoming reunion. So, we are
facing a multitude of vacancies among the Officers and Board
of Governors that will need to be filled.

As your President I encourage each of you to volunteer to
fill one of these vacancies. I would like the membership to
provide nominations for these positions by contacting or
emailing Executive Secretary Casey Stengel before the
reunion. His contact information is listed in his column on
Page 27. That will greatly assist the process and make voting
much easier for the membership at the reunion.

See you in Branson!

Your President,

Gene Peeples
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We Get Letters

Regretfully, I am writing to inform the
Association of the passing of my father,
LTC John G. Bliss Jr., on 22Oct10.
He was a distinguished veteran of WWII
and Korea. These are pictures of
his WWII platoon of F Co. after the
Battle of Okinawa, 1945,

and a photo of him and his 7th CIC
Detachment, attached to the 32d Inf, in
Korea  (notice that they are all wearing
the hourglass patch).

He attended many reunions of the 7th

Infantry Association and thoroughly
enjoyed the Association and its members.

David Bliss
700 Gilmore Pond Road

Jaffrey, NH

I am happy to inform the 7IDA
membership that Chapter 299 of the
Korea War Veterans Association has
a new Facebook page. Facebook
members can search for “Korea War
Veterans Association, Korea
Veterans of American Chapter

#299” at <http://www.facebook.com/
Koreavets> to find the page. If you’re
not a Facebook member just use your
Internet search engine.

Chapter 299 has represented the Korea
War Veterans Association at Arlington
National Cemetery for the last two
Memorial Days. It is an active force in
promoting the public interest in, and
recognition of, the sacrifices made in
Korea by our men and women in uniform,
both during the war and the post-truce
period.

Charles Morris
<doncarloselrey58@yahoo.com>

Here's a photo taken while I was serving
as a T/Sgt in 1946 with the 7th Division.

Milton
Friesenhalm
holding the
Hq, 32d Inf
guidon’s tips.

Glen Burdick
Tulare, CA



February 2002February 2002February 2002February 2002February 2002The Hourglass Summer 2011
s

s

Page  3u

We Get Letters (cont.)

I was a Specialist 3d Class (Sp3) and
served with the 32d Infantry at Camp Hovey
from Apr’56-Jul’57 with an 81mm mortar
platoon. After reading the article “Real
Korean Veterans” in the last issue (p26),
I’m a bit confused and need some
clarification.

Members serving in Korea after 27Jul53
received combat pay? I’m not sure who
this means. We were the only Division
there facing an enemy for the USA during
my time of service. I don’t recall (and
neither do some of my buddies who were
there at the time) if we ever received
combat pay. There were many hostile
incidents and “red alerts” in my 17 months
there - but there was no mention of combat
pay.

Also, servicemen like myself who spent
the last of the 17-month tours of duty
there are rarely mentioned in The
Hourglass. Why? Are we “the forgotten?”
We may not have faced enemy fire on a
daily basis, but we were there to keep
the peace only 20 months after the truce.
We also guarded the NITs (neutral nations)
as they came to inspect the conditions
of the truce.

Please explain these things to me.

Sp3 Salvatore Martorano
Lake Worth, FL 33467

Editor’s reply: Combat pay (aka hostile fire pay) was
authorized by the Department of the Army/Defense and paid
to personnel from 27Jun50-27Jul54, and then again from
01Apr68-31Aug73.  The latter period was only for service
within the DMZ itself, not merely for service in the Republic
of Korea. There were US troops in-country, and on-line at
the DMZ, at other times but combat pay was not authorized
for those time periods. As your service fell outside the
authorized time periods, you would not have received combat
pay. It was also technically possible for a serviceman to be
awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge from 1968-73 but
the criteria are very restrictive.

I suspect the reason you, and those like you who served
during this time period, are not mentioned much in The

Hourglass is because not many members from that period
of time have submitted letters and information to the Editor
for publication. If they send letters, photos, etc. in, they will
be included in the newsletter.

In my judgment, the Winter 2010 issue of
The Hourglass is the best it has ever
been. To whoever is responsible, you have
my appreciation and congratulations. Keep
up the good work!

Russell Carlson
1600 Thacker St. #608
Des Plaines, IL  60016

During World War I the 7th Infantry
Division was deployed to the Alsace-
Lorraine region in an occupation capacity
after 10Nov18. When those young men
returned, would they have been entitled
to the U.S. Victory Medal with attached
Alsace-Lorraine bar?

I have been doing a little personal
research into the World War I US Victory
Medal. I am finding that there were
different combat bars attached to the
Victory Medal’s ribbon. The other day I
viewed a Victory Medal that also had an
Alsace-Lorraine bar attached. Would this
be a rare and possibly official, or
unofficial, bar?

Barry Crawford
Castleton, Ontario, Canada
<crawfam@sympatico.ca>

Treasurer’s reply: Of course all of our WWI members are
now resting in peace so there is nobody I can ask, and your
question goes well beyond my depth of knowledge. That
being said, my research tells me the following:

World War I Victory Medal
Awarded to any member of the U.S. military serving in the
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We Get Letters (cont.)

armed forces between the following dates in the following
locations: April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918 for any military
service; November 12, 1918 to August 5, 1919 for service in
European Russia; November 23, 1918 to April 1, 1920 for
service with the American Expeditionary Force Siberia. From
what I can see, the Army
played fast and loose
with bars for the ribbons.
The medal is suspended
by a ring from a silk
ribbon representing two
rainbows placed in
juxtaposition separated
by a red band in the
center.

Here is a link to the
official Army information
about the award:

<http: / /www.t ioh.hqda.pentagon.mil /Awards/
ww1_victory.aspx>

Doug Halbert
Treasurer & Roster Manager

Go to <http://youtube.com> and search
“Tokyo Bay surrender” and there you can
find links to the actual film made of the
surrender ceremony of Japan to GEN
McArthur in Tokyo Bay on 02Sep45.

In the past “stills” of the event were
published, but never the film itself.

LeRoy Quernemoen
<moojuice52@hotmail.com>

I just got my latest copy of The Hourglass
(Winter’10). I pay a lot of attention to
the Seekers pages. If people would include
a mailing address rather than just an
email address it would be easier to get
help. A lot of us old veterans don’t use
computers.

Also, I was able to establish contact
with Bill Posson who had a Seekers item
in the last issue concerning his cousin,
SFC Billy James Allen.

Lloyd Pitman
PO Box 71

Preble, NY  13141

Treasurer’s note: A check of the Korean War Project’s web
page revealed that SFC Allen was KIA on or about 02Dec50
on the eastern shore of the Chosin Reservoir while serving
with Battery A, 57th Field Artillery. His body was not recovered.

In the Summer’10 issue, on page 26, there
was a photo of two Korean women doing
laundry in a stream. I wonder if these

could be the same
women? This was
taken in the spring
of 1954 in the
Chorwon Valley area
when I was serving
with the 7th Signal
Co.

Donald Lanternier
5972 Tonawanda

Creek Rd.
Lockport, NY

14094

Here’s a picture, taken at Camp Haugen,
Japan in Jan’50, of the 32d Infantry
Regiment Basketball Team members, who
won the 1950 7th Division Championship.
This was approximately six months before
hostilities began.

1LT Ray Bloom, who was our coach and a
starting forward, was killed in action
near South Mountain (Nam Sam), in the
Seoul area, on 26Sep50 while on a
reconnaissance mission the morning after
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We Get Letters (cont.)

an attack by the North Koreans. He was a
25 year-old West Point graduate and a
platoon leader with E Co., 2d Bn, 32d

Infantry Regiment. I was also on that
mountain in late Sep’50 on the night of
the attack, but with a P&A platoon of the
2d Bn. I heard that LT Bloom received two
Silver Stars in the 10 or so days before
he was ambushed. I cannot verify these
medals but, remembering him well, I
wouldn’t doubt it is true. I did see two
other persons on the team in Korea, Freeman
and Wilson, but have no other information
on them.

Other personnel in the picture of our
team may well have still been with the
32d Regiment during the time of our entry
into the Korean War or, due to the need
for experienced personnel early in the
conflict, may have been assigned to other
Army units prior to our landing at Inchon
in Sep’50. Some may have returned to the
United States prior to the war. I did
hear that LT Finley returned to the 187th

Airborne at the start of the war, but
can’t verify it. If anyone who is in the
picture is still around and sees this, I
would like to hear from them. Also, if
anyone recognizes anyone in the picture
and could add any information about them,

I would appreciate knowing
about it.

David Gray
618 Bickley St.

Colorado Springs, CO 80911

In 1956-57 I served in Korea
as a medic with the Medical
Detachment, 13th Engr. Bn (C),
7th Division at Camp Casey. We
were quartered in squad-size
metal buildings. Our aid

station was a small metal building, which
also housed the one dentist and his
assistant. Each building had a small,
pot-bellied oil stove for heat - when
they worked.

We were issued five gallons of water
each week for drinking and washing. When
it rained, we would grab a bar of soap
and get under a roof edge to shower. The
engineers would hook up a pump to a nearby
creek about once a month and we stood in
line for a hot shower. The only problem
was many of us got fungal infections
from the water.

We manned the aid station 24/7 and handled
a daily sick call of 20-40 soldiers. We
had one MSC officer and 10 medics who
treated minor injuries, issued non-
prescription pills, and gave shots for
various things.

One night we got raided and as I was rolling
out of my mummy bag a Korean by my bunk
fired shots at me - he missed. We were
told they killed one of the guards to
access the area. Two of the Koreans were
captured and the MPs took me to their
headquarters during their interrogation
to see if I could identify them.
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We Get Letters (cont.)

Another memorable incident was when a
buddy and I hitched a ride on a 2-ton
truck headed for Seoul. We came up on a
halftrack that was on fire and were told
it was heavily damaged by a road mine.
About an hour later, after the fire was
put out, we got back into the truck and
proceeded to Inchon for R & R.

On Christmas Day, 1956 I hitched a ride
to the 24th Division to visit a buddy. He
was not available and it was getting
dark, so I started out on foot to go
back. After a couple of hours a Korean
civilian truck picked me up and had me
get into the open back. After several
hours, I realized we were heading north.
As they slowed going up a steep dirt
road, I exited and ran through the bushes.
Needless to say they did not realize
they were chasing a past member of the
1st Division track team (Ft. Riley). To
this day I wonder where they were taking
me. I finally found my way to a road that
led me to a Turkish outpost. They invited
me into their guard station, which had
heat. The weather that night was way
below freezing. I shared a fruitcake that
my mother had sent me for Christmas.

This brings me to my reason for writing.
When I read your winter 2010 newsletter
it reminded me of how very proud I was of
my service with the 7th Division in Korea.
I was a volunteer and, on returning home,
I contemplated re-enlistment. However, I
was offered a full-time job with my old
National Guard unit and decided to go
that route instead.

To this day I am bothered by the fact
that I could not wear anything on my
uniform to show I had served in Korea.
Finally, in 2005, those of us who served
when I did were authorized the Korean
Defense Service medal ... nothing else.
The editor’s article in last The Hourglass

shows the Korean Presidential Unit
Citation award for 1953-71 service. Is
he sure of those dates?

In retirement, I am a member of the
American Legion, the VFW, and the Oregon
Chapter of the E-9 Ruptured Duck
Association. When we formed the E-9
Association, we adopted the Ruptured Duck
name and wear the patch on our jackets.

It was very gratifying to see that you
and other combat veterans appreciated
those of us who came after 1953. Thank
you.

Robert R. Moine
CSM Retired

Keizer, OR  97303

Editor’s note: Department of the Army General Order 50,
issued 09Nov71, lists Aug’45-Dec’48 and 17Sep50-27Mar71
as service dates for the Korean Presidential Unit Citation for
members of the 7th Infantry Division. If you served in Korea
with the 7ID during those periods you are authorized to wear
the KPUC ribbon above the right pocket of your uniform.

The article on page 31 of the Winter ’10
issue, by SSG Berv Kimberley in the
Billings Gazette, contains an error. He
said his Combat Infantryman’s Badge had
“battle stars” awarded for major
engagements. I have never heard of a CIB
with a Bronze Battle Star. I believe he
means the bronze service stars that are
awarded for the various campaign phases
of the war. For the period June 27,1950
thru July 27, 1953 there were 10 phases
that could be reflected by stars on the
Korean Service Medal.

As a military history buff I hate to see
errors go uncorrected, as they usually
end up being repeated time and time again.
A good example of this is the misuse of
“OVER & OUT” in books and on TV. I have
found authors who should know better
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We Get Letters (cont.)

I read the Summer ’10 issue of the Division
newsletter at least 3 times after I
received it. I always look forward to
getting them, summer and winter. That
issue told of GIs sailing out of
California in Nov’46. I also left in
Nov’46 - stayed in Hawaii for 1 week,
around the time of the anniversary of
the Pearl Harbor attack in WWII, and
then on to Inchon, Korea. The weather in
Hawaii was great, but at Inchon we knew
that we would be
exchanging our sun tan
lotion for long johns.

Here are some photographs
of Korea when I was there,
along with the certificate
I received when I crossed
the international dateline
on 09Dec46. I hope the
readers enjoy them.

making the mistake. I got a smart ass
reply from a very well known author who
had prior military service, but I do my
best.

Floyd Wells
<fwells@cfl.rr.com>

Editor’s note: The CIB is awarded for participation in combat
operations during separate conflicts, not battles or
campaigns. If an infantryman had seen combat in WWII and
again in Korea he would have a CIB with 1 star positioned
above the rifle. If he were in combat in WWII, Korea and
Vietnam his CIB would have 2 stars.

Chosen Hotel in Seoul, 1947

 Seoul’s railroad station in 1947.

Domain of the Golden
Dragon certificate
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We Get Letters (cont.)

48th FA Bn
mess hall.

Bob Reed
48th Fld Arty Bn
Attleboro, MA

Here are two photos, circa 1961-62, of
my time in Korea.

This is the 3 of us again.
Hq Battery barracks, 48th FA Bn.

Duk Su Palace,
where the US &
USSR held talks
in 1947.

Robert Ronish
Great Falls, MT

1st Platoon, Co. C, 1st Battle Grp, 31st Inf on a field
training exercise. I’m the 1LT in the front wearing glasses
and next to me on the R is Platoon Sergeant SFC Joe
Santore and to the R of him is Squad Leader SSG
Ross.
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Seekers Pages

Posted on 7IDA website bulletin board.

In a War Dept. film showing the 7th Inf Div’s invasion of
Kwajalein in 1944, many of the soldiers are wearing large
checkerboard cloths (black and white?) on their backs. What
was the purpose of these markers? I asked this question in a
WWII forum and someone speculated that they might have
acted as a sort of IFF device, to prevent friendly fire from

US planes. That sounds reasonable to me. Does anyone know
for sure?

Tom Hayden
Chelmsford, MA

<zoltanferrari@yahoo.com >

Posted on 7IDA bulletin board.

My grandfather, Garrett Jackson Greer III, served as a
cook with A Battery, 57th FA, 7th ID, during WWII. He had
been drafted and was at MEPS in Kansas City, KS the morning
Pearl Harbor was bombed and, to the best of my knowledge,

served for the duration of the war against the Japanese. I
know he was at Attu, Kwajalein, Leyte and Okinawa.

He returned home to Salina, KS after the war, married, and
ran a cafe until he retired in the early 70’s. He passed away
on 03Mar08, at the age of 88. I confirmed with my

grandmother that they attended only one reunion, held in
Minden, NE in the mid 80’s. She said most of the reunions
were too far for them to drive. Unfortunately, she doesn’t
remember the name Orval T. Dillon, but does remember a
fellow named Ted Abbot that Grandpa hung around with.

I would love to provide any further information that could

be passed on to any surviving members of his unit, or their

families.

Shawn Anderson
1631 S. Yale

Wichita, KS 67218
<owenno6@hotmail.com>

My Dad, SSG A.M. Crescentini, was with the 7th Medical

Bn in 1948 in Korea when the 7th Division was reassigned
to Camp Crawford in Hokkaido. My mom and I joined him
there in early 1949 among some of the first military

dependents sent to Japan after the war. We were there when
the Korean War began in mid-1950. I can remember the
foxhole dug in front of our quarters and the “air raid drills”
we had just in case the fighting came our way. I am looking
for timeline information about the Camp - especially about

the dependent families through the time the 7th Div was sent
back to Korea.

Roger Crescentini
503 Proclamation Dr

Tampa, FL 33613
<rogerpub@verizon.net>

I’ve been a member of 7IDA for a few years, and served
with the Division in 1964-65 at both Camp Hovey and Camp
Casey.

Is there a mechanism for trying to contact old comrades? I’m
in touch with a few guys, who were lieutenants like me, but
there were two more senior officers I would be delighted to
reconnect with. One is my company commander, Dan
Womack, when I was a platoon leader and XO of D
Company, 707th Maint. Bn. He was a captain in those days,

and we were in touch for a few years, and he made at least
major, but we lost contact. Second is George Turnmeyer,
who was our battalion commander. I’ve read that he stayed
in the service and made Major General. Any suggestions on
how I might reconnect with them?

Mike Zimmerman

(Former Captain, Ordnance Corps, USAR)
<mikezimmerman3@gmail.com>

I am looking for friends that I served with in Japan and Korea
in 1949-51. I served with Headquarters Company, 2d Bn,

32d Inf Rgt. Any of you still out there, please contact me.
Gus Kostas

1523 W. Ridge Ave.
Sharpsville, PA  16150

I was with Co A, 1st Bn, 32d Inf at Camp Hovey, Korea

from Jan’67-Jun’68, with the last 90 days of my tour spent
TDY to the 2nd Inf Div on the DMZ. Unfortunately, I cannot
remember exactly where we were located at the DMZ, or
the exact unit to which I was assigned. I am trying to find
anyone who may have known me, or served with me, at that
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time to substantiate my claim with the VA in regards to Agent
Orange exposure. I filed once and was denied because I have
to prove that I was there - in other words, do their research
for them.

Hopefully someone out there will see this and be able to
help. Thanks.

David Potter
PO Box 221

Brutus, MI  49716
<potsi047@gmail.com>

I was at Ft. Ord from 1987-90. I was a member of C and B
Companies of the 3d Bn, 17th Inf. If any of you Lightfighters

are out there, one of your brothers is looking for you. We
have all been away from each other too long, and now it is

time for all of us to touch base. I miss every one of you, and
look to the day we can all meet and seal the hole that I know
is in all of our hearts. It is time for this lost family of Brothers
to unite.

Mike Smith
<mikeref@wcc.net>

My uncle, Carl J Wilson, serial no. 35 548 501, served with
Company G, 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th Division, during
WWII. His campaigns included the Aleutian Islands,
Southern Philippines, Eastern Mandates, and Okinawa.

While on Okinawa, he attacked and destroyed a Japanese
pillbox and was recommended for the Silver Star. The war
ended the next day and he never did get the award.

His daughter and I are trying to locate someone who may
have been there and was a witness. Any suggestions you may

have for us in this search will be greatly appreciated. He is
now 86 years old and in poor health, and we would like to
see if anything can be done about getting him that Silver Star.

Alan Studer
2010 CR 203

Durango, Colorado 81301
<studerdurango@aol.com>

Where IS SGT Bloody?
In the last issue Jerry Patterson had a Seekers letter trying

to find a “SGT Bloody” who served with him on Okinawa

in 1945 as part of F Co, 184th Inf Rgt. He recently published

a book of memoirs entitled A Guide’s Tale. One chapter

describes his military experience, including a description

of his squad’s attempt to cope with the Japanese counterattack

outside Yonabaru. An abridged excerpt from that chapter is

published here. If anyone knows who “SGT Bloody” is

please contact Jerry at <jerryp@oslc.org >.

Fighting at Yonabaru
The silhouette of Okinawa in April of 1945 looked like any

other island. The actual invasion had occurred a week or

two earlier. On the beaches, there were no signs of combat

that you could see. We were replacements for the 7th Division,

184th Regiment, F Company. When we arrived, they had

just been pulled off the firing line at Yonabaru.

I was assigned to the mortar squad, which had three other

members: Sergeant “Bloody,” Guido, and Charley. All of

them had started with the Division during the fighting in

Alaska, then the Philippines, and now here. Nothing was

said about the man I replaced, who they had lost earlier in

the week. The next few days were taken up with training,

writing letters, and standing guard. The Japanese infiltrated

the lines each night. Their progress marked by sudden fire

fights, with tracers making their strange, slow moving paths

across a black sky.

We walked single file in a winter-cold drizzle through one

small valley after another. Atop a ridge we could see in the

distance the huge brown mass that was Mt. Shuri - the center

of the Japanese line. On the other side of the dirt road a

single file of troops was moving to the rear. These were the

people we were to replace. As they left their foxholes, we

filed into them. The exchange took only a few minutes, and

soon Guido and I were in a foxhole high up on a ridge

overlooking the tiny village of Yonabaru. We could see big

ships far out at sea. I pointed at the ships, “Damn why didn’t

I sign up to be a sailor? Lucky bastards sleep in warm bunks

and get warm food every night.” Guido shook his head and

said very quietly, “Naw, you don’t mean that kid. Wait till

you see a couple kamikaze planes diving on those poor guys.

Not so lucky.” Guido said very little, but when he did, it was

real quiet and polite.

Seekers (cont.)
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Every twenty feet or so, there was another hole with one or

two men in it. The village was immediately below us. To

our front, a few hundred yards away, there was a small cluster

of thatched roof farm buildings, surrounded by a stone fence.

The hill we were on stretched far off, climbing to the right.

At about midpoint, it was bisected by a ridge that flowed up

from the valley floor below. There were small clumps of

pine trees separating ridge from valley floor. A mile beyond

that there was a tiny patchwork of fields and small creek

beds, and behind it and surmounting it all was Mt. Shuri.

The Japanese had huge gun ports carved into the mountain

itself.

On the evening of May

3rd, every available

gun on the Japanese

Shuri line opened

fire. The barrage was

meant to soften up our

defenses in

preparation for a

major frontal attack.

Up on the mountain

they periodically

rolled out a huge

Bertha of a gun. They

would fire it and then

quickly trundle it back

into the mountain before our counter-batteries could find it.

The shell from the big gun traveled a great looping trajectory

high above us, and then dropped at an acute angle. It sounded

like a freight car looping end over end. Then, directly above

us, the sound would stop. Seconds later a great gout of sound

and earth would rise up on our ridge.

You could hear the dying and the maiming all around you,

and you knew it was entirely random. If a shell struck our

foxhole, it would be entirely by chance. I knew nauseating

fear for the first time, the way it fills up your throat. There

was a sense of everything being sped up and out of control. I

had to find some way of stepping outside of it all.

“What the hell you doing, kid?” “Shakespeare,” I shouted,

and Guido laughed, “Why not?” I forced myself to say the

words. I was not reading, just saying words. Inside of the

cover there were the pictures of Jeanne. Focus on the

beautiful blonde girl sitting in a canoe. More screams from

up on the ridge. Look at the picture. Read the words. Don’t

listen; don’t think. Hold the picture.

The shelling continued off and on through the night, and then

at dawn, finally, it stopped. Guido’s stocky frame was half

out of the foxhole. “Jesus, what is that?” Far out in the cane

field, a column of flame shot up. Tiny figures literally danced

about it. SGT Bloody in the next foxhole held the binoculars

steady for a moment. “Those are Jap soldiers. They fired up

those two tanks of ours that got it yesterday. Hey, lieutenant,

get some artillery over there! Where the hell are our guys?”

In the early morning

light, they came in

columns headed by

flag bearers. The

Japanese 89th

Regiment was

moving toward us.

They were heading

up the tongue that

p r o j e c t e d

perpendicu la r ly

from our ridge. They

were a thousand

yards away when the

column split. Half of

them were coming

around toward the village that lay immediately below us.

They were moving at a run and quickly disappeared behind

a grove of trees. The other column continued to move toward

the center of our line. I could see their officers off to the

side, running along holding their swords. They were shouting

and blowing bugles. I could see some of our soldiers getting

out of their foxholes and running. Our officers were shouting

commands and some had taken their carbines by the barrel

and were clubbing men back into their holes.

From behind us, Bloody came running up, low to the ground.

“Guido, you and the kid stay up here. Take this; I picked it up

yesterday.” It was a scope-mounted Springfield ’06, a sniper’s

rifle. Guido handed it to me, “Kid, you any good with one of

these? I’ve got the binoculars ... get you zeroed in.” I took

the rifle, set the sling, lay on the ground in front of our foxhole

and began to fire. “Naw, can’t see where you are hitting,

Continued Page 12



The Hourglass Summer 2011
s

s

Page  12 u

Seekers Pages (cont.)

keep firing.” Another clip. “Hey, kid, I saw it. You’re left a

couple feet and short.” Another clip. “That’s it, kid. One of

‘em is down.”

The scope picked up running figures appearing then

disappearing in the smoke. The field was shrouded in smoke

or fog, and the figures did not stand still. I fired. Sometimes

I could see when I connected and the figure fell, then I’d put

in another clip and pull back the bolt. Fire. Load. I was

thirsty. Why did they keep coming?

Suddenly puffs of dirt a foot high marched up the hill right

over our foxhole and the area below us was filled with running

figures. Guido was firing now, too. “Get in the hole, kid.

Use the M-1.” I could hear our mortar shells pouring into the

section of the village right in front of us. Our artillery was

zeroed in on the column moving up the ridge to our right.

Through the smoke I could see two figures right in front of

us, running bent over, carrying a heavy machine gun on a

kind of litter. Now there was sporadic fire coming directly

at us. I still couldn’t see where it was coming from - we

simply fired at anything that moved. On the ground, bodies

were strewn in random patterns. There was no pleasure in

seeing someone fall. It was not possible to keep any kind of

score. At most, I merely had a sense of doing my job.

Periodically, I ran back a few hundred feet to the supply

dump and looped as many bandoleers of rifle ammunition as

I could over my shoulder. Then I’d run back to the foxhole

feeling very exposed. Over the course of the day, Guido and

I had fired twenty-three bandoliers. The forearm of my rifle

was bleached to an off color. The barrel was too hot to touch.

There was no sense of time. Artillery fire slowed down and

stopped. The smoke gave all of this a disconnected feeling,

and a sense that things had no beginning or ending. Most of

the time it was impossible to tell if you had hit anything

unless they were right in front of you. Our position was at

the end of the ridge; for some reason, none of the running

figures had tried to get around to our left. It did not feel like

a victory, and there was no celebration. The attack was over.

It had failed. I suddenly felt very tired.

The next morning a group from our platoon was assigned to

check out our immediate front. We fled down into the village,

feeling exposed; easy targets. No one fired at us as we spread

out in pairs into the village. Guido and I went through a

stone gate. Guido motioned me toward the front door as he

went around the back. I stood at the edge of the doorway,

heart pounding in my ears as I tried to listen to what might be

inside. I moved quickly through the door, with my rifle

pointing first at one dark corner and then another.

I heard a soft rustle of cloth behind me and pivoted

desperately to shoot. For some reason, I did not pull the

trigger. I hesitated; I could not clearly see what was there.

As I walked closer, I could see it was a frail old woman

cowering in the corner. Her face was contorted with fear,

eyes very round. I slung my rifle on my shoulder and spoke

gently as I knelt beside her. As I reached to pick her up, she

moved farther into the corner. I sat on my heels for a moment,

speaking softly to her and then reached out again, smiling as

I did so and pointing to the door.

She allowed me to pick her up. I walked past Guido standing

in the courtyard. “Take her to the Aid Station, kid.” I walked

back up the hill carrying this tiny woman and felt like a hero,

a real hero.

I was terribly pleased that I had not pulled the trigger.

2011 32d Infantry Rgt. Reunion
We have just received word that the 32d Infantry Regiment

will join with the our Division Association and hold

their 2011 reunion concurrently at the same location.

They will start one day earlier and the banquet on

Saturday will be a shared event.

Please contact Andrew & Helen Dyckson at

<heland@verizon.net> for more details.

Continued from Page 11

Reunion RV Policy
Registered guests of the hotel (not

simply reunion attendees) may park their RVs in the
hotel’s parking lot however there are no RV hookups.
You may not occupy the RV overnight but you may use
your RV for whatever you please during the day (social
gatherings, etc.).

For those of you who want to live in your RVs rather
than stay in the hotel, there are about 20 different RV
parks in the area - three within a mile of the reunion site.
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Reunion Information

Arrival

l The major airport for Branson is the Springfield/Branson National airport. This airport is about 57 miles north of the

hotel. The drive is about one hour and 15 minutes. There are shuttle and taxi services available at the Springfield/Branson

National Airport.

There is also a smaller regional airport near Branson which is south of the city about 18 miles. The airport is served by

AirTrans, SunCountry, Express & Frontier Airlines from a number of mid-west and southern major airports. Shuttle and taxi

services are provided by Branson Grayline.

If you are driving, Branson is between East-West Interstate Routes 40 and 44 and is on US Route 65 which is the North-

South connector between the two Interstates. You RV’ers will be allowed to park your vehicles in the back lot of the hotel.

Friday Showtime (Tours)

l You will notice we have arranged for two tours on Friday, September 30th. The Showboat Branson Belle Lunch Cruise

will start mid-morning and will include lunch. The Dolly Parton’s Dixie Stampede Dinner & Show will start late-afternoon

and include dinner. You can sign up for both tours and you are encouraged to do so.

We encourage you to sign up as early as possible for these tours. You may cancel your tour reservations and you will be

entitled to a full refund so long as you cancel by no later than September 16, 2011.

Reunion Schedule

l We anticipate arrivals on Thursday, September 29th. The Registration desk and hospitality room, located in the Knights

Room, will open for business at 2:00 PM. Snacks and beverages provided by the Association. Light hors d’oeuvres will be

provided by the hotel. Friday will be entertainment day. You are on your own for the full day. The hospitality room will be

open all day for those that want to relax and “talk story.” On Saturday morning the hospitality room will be closed until the

Board of Governors meeting is completed. That should be around 11:00 AM. The hospitality room will also be used for the

General session on Saturday afternoon. As in the old west, the bar will be closed during the meeting! The reunion banquet

will be held in the Stonehenge Room commencing at 6:00 PM. The Memorial Service will be held on Sunday morning in the

Knights Room after we have finished breakfast. Don’t forget that you have a complimentary breakfast every morning.

Stone Castle Hotel & Conference Center
3050 Green Mountain Drive, Branson, MO 65616

Toll-free: (800) 800-667-6906  Front Desk: (417) 335-4700
   Fax: (417) 335-3906
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Reunion Information (cont.)
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Reunion Information (cont.)

Centrally located to all area theaters and attractions. Moon River Theater, Titanic Museum, Jim Stafford Theater,
Hollywood Wax Museum, Haygood Theater, Starlite Theater, Clay Cooper Theater, Carvelle Theater, Hughes Brothers
Theater, Table Rock Lake, Showboat Branson Bell and many others. Check-in time is 2:00 PM and Check-out time is
11:00 AM. The hotel does not generally grant requests for “late check-out.” The special 7th Infantry Division rates apply
five days before and five days after the reunion.

Reunion Dates: September 29 – October 2, 2011 – Conference ID# 124200

Name: ________________________________________ Sharing room with____________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City, State & ZIP: __________________________________________________________________

Phone:  (          )                                               .  eMail:                                                                           .

Arrival Date:                                                      . Departure Date:                                                            .

Number of Rooms: _____  Number of persons per room _____  Handicap Access:  r Yes     r No

Preferences: r Single Queen/King  r Two Queen-size Beds  r Jacuzzi Suite ($129.99)  r Handicapped

Please provide reservation confirmation by:  r Postal      r eMail

Rates: Special 7th Infantry Division rate of $79.99 plus tax (11.6%) – double occupancy, except as noted for the Jacuzzi Suite.
These rates include a hot breakfast including scrambled eggs, biscuits & sausage gravy and waffles.

NOTE: This is a NON-SMOKING property. No smoking in your rooms. There is an outdoor gazebo for smokers.

Cut-off date for guaranteed rate: Reservations must be submitted before July 29, 2011. Reservation requests received after this
date will be processed on a space and rate availability basis.

Cancellation policy: Reservations require payment of the first day of stay at the time of reservation by either credit card or
check. Should a cancellation become necessary, a refund will be granted provided the cancellation is received by at least
September 25, 2011.

Credit card information: (Reservations cannot be confirmed without a valid credit card or payment for first night)

r AMEX r VISA r Master Card         r Discover Card

Credit Card Number:                                                                                 .  Exp. Date:          /         . Verification Code:          .

Name on the card:____________________________________________

Signature:                                                                                                                             .  Date signed:                 .

Submit this form to Group Sales Dept., Stone Castle Resort & Conference Center, 3050 Green Mountain Dr.,
 Branson, MO 65616-3814, FAX it to the number above or make your reservation by phone using the numbers above.

TO BE COMPLETED BY HOTEL

With pleasure we confirm your reservation: Confirmation #____________________  Signature______________________________

7th Infantry Division Association - Hotel Reservation Form

Stone Castle Hotel & Conference Center, Branson, MO
3050 Green Mountain Drive, Branson, MO 65616

Toll-free: (800) 800-667-6906 u Fax: (417) 335-3906 u Front Desk: (417) 335-4700
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Reunion Information (cont.)

Driving to Branson? This map may help you.

You may recall that the Association received an anonymous

donation in 2008 that was designated to assist members who

would like to attend the reunion but just do not have the

funds available to do so. The program helped one of our

Members to attend the 2009 Reunion, and there are still funds

available to help someone attend the upcoming Reunion in

2011.

The fund is not designed to pay for everything but to

discretely give extra help that would make the difference

between being able to attend or not. Help with the cost of the

hotel room; help with the cost of a plane flight; help with the

cost of meals. The key here is to provide HELP, not a freebee.

If you need some help to attend the 2011 Reunion and would

like to apply for assistance, please send your letter to Gene

Peeples as soon as possible outlining what you can afford

and just what help would make the difference to you being

able to attend the Reunion.

Your request will be reviewed by a committee appointed by

the President and you will be advised how much financial

assistance the fund will be able to provide you.

Send your application to:

Gene Peeples,

8048 Rose Terrace,

Largo, FL 33777

Applications will be handled in the strictest confidence.

Reunion Assistance AvailableReminder
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10/1/10 to 3/31/11
INCOME

Donations Received 325.00
Dues Income 180.00
Dues in Reserve 1,610.00
Interest Income 128.83
Other Income 30.00
Quartermaster Sales 1,412.38
Reunion (Deposits) 2011 3,000.00

TOTAL INCOME 6,686.21

EXPENSES
Web site & Computer 142.50
Honorarium - Board Authorized 1,500.00
Merchandise Inventory 489.65
Office Expenses 238.05
Postage 324.67
Regulatory Fees 20.00

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,714.87
OVERALL TOTAL 3,971.34

Balance Sheet - As of 3/31/2011
Account Balance
ASSETS

Cash and Bank Accounts
7th IDA Checking 4-150740 $ 8,107.99

CD 21888 2,360.77
CD 21987 2,365.37
CD 22365 2,362.38

Money Market – 3273310744 24,788.64
Petty Cash – Quartermaster 300.00
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts $ 40,285.15
TOTAL ASSETS $ 40,285.15

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
LIABILITIES $ 0.00
EQUITY $ 40,285.15
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $ 40,285.15

Note: Included in the Checking, CD and Money Market
Account Balances are the following restricted funds:
Reunion Assistance Fund $     968.08
Dues Assistance Fund $  1,210.51
Dues Paid in Advance $  5,751.82

We will need to address the disparity of our income to our

expenses at the upcoming reunion. Our major expense is the

cost of two issues of The Hourglass each year. Currently,

the publication costs are approximately $6,200.00 per issue

including layout, materials, printing and distribution. That

comes up to $24,800.00 over the two-year period of a dues

cycle. Honorariums of $500.00 each to our hard-working

Quartermaster, Executive Secretary, Treasurer and Hourglass

Editor are paid each year. That adds another $4,000 to our

expenses every two years. This brings the total of just these

two line items to $28,800. There are other expenses such as

office supplies, stationery, membership cards, postage,

reunion planning travel, and web site maintenance which we

must incur if the organization is to remain viable.

We currently have 1,018 members with 260 (Associates,

Courtesy and Honored) being exempt from dues payments.

At $30.00 per paying member we can expect income from

dues to be $22,740 for the two-year period. It does not take

a rocket scientist to see that we are fast headed for insolvency

if we do not increase our revenue.

It is my plan to bring several balanced budget proposals to

the reunion for approval. One option is to return to once a

year publication of The Hourglass. Another option is to

reduce or eliminate the honorariums to those who do the

work. And, a final option would be to raise the biennial

dues. If we do nothing about expenses the dues for the paying

members will need to be approximately $50.00 ($25.00 per

year, paid biennially) to cover our current costs and inflation.

The era distribution of our membership is changing rapidly.

At this writing, we have 290 who served before 1950, 413

who served during the Korean hostilities and 315 who served

between 1954 and 2006.We need to be shaking the trees to

find those who served during the Lightfighter years and later.

They will be the saviors of the organization.

Operating Statement From Your Treasurer

Doug Halbert

Treasurer & Roster Manager
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The Quartermaster’s Store

Caps
The official “bill cap” for the

Association. They come in red,

white or black and one size fits

all. Please specify color.

$11.00 each

http://7ida.us/

7th IDA Decals
4½" or 2¾” diameter

Please specify size.

$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00

Crests $7.00 each

CD of 1954 7th ID Yearbook
Originally printed by Division Command.

Scanned into an Adobe Acrobat Reader

PDF file for computers.

$15.00 each

"Serving America for 75 Years"
7th Division 75th Anniversary commemoration book.

Division history and 7IDA members’ biographies.

184 pages, leather-bound. 1997 Revised Edition

$40.00 each

Dog Tag Key Ring
Brass Dog Tag Key Ring
$8.00 each

Bolo Ties
Small - $12.00, Large - $18.00

Specify S or L

7th IDA Key Ring
$8.00 each

7th IDA Tie Bar
$9.00 each

17th Infantry

Regiment

32nd Infantry

Regiment

31st Infantry

Regiment

Lapel Pin
$3.50 each

Out of Stock

Not Available
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Packing & shipping is included in the prices. Be sure to
state any color & size choices in your order. Make your
check for the total cost of all items, payable to:

“7th Infantry Division Association”
and mail your order to:

7th Infantry Division Association
Robert Hoxsie, Quartermaster

30 Mapleview Drive
Cranston, RI 02920-3110

Tel: 401/946-9967

Bumper Sticker $3.00 each

Unit Pins
The authorized 7th Inf.

Div. unit pins. One is

worn on each epaulet.

$4.50 each

Note: All profits from the Quartermaster’s Store go into
the Association Treasury and are used for the betterment
of the Association.

1 coin - $10.00; 2 coins - $18.00

5 coins - $40.00;10 coins - $70.00

Souvenir Brass Coin
 7th Inf. Div. (Light), 1980’s & 90’s,

1½" diameter. Illustration shows

the obverse and the reverse.

$3.00 each

Dress Hourglass Patch
$4.00 each, 2 for $7.00

Hat Pins
$3.50 each

Order of the Bayonet Pin
$9.00 each

Tee Shirts
Grey only (S, M, L, XL or XXL)

$12.00 each

7th IDA Challenge Coin
1¾” diameter, weighs 1.3 ounces.

Obverse is red, white and black

enamel w/clear epoxy coating.

Reverse is red, black and bronze.

7th IDA Cloth Patch
$3.00 each

Military Black Belt
Black web belt with brass

military 7th Inf. Div. belt buckle.

$14.00 each
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Applicant’s Signature                                          Date of Application

Membership Application Form

Recommended By 7th IDA Member:

Name:                                                                     .

Address:                                                                  .

                                                                                  .

Please mail the completed form and your check to:
  7th Infantry Division Association

518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a Membership Card, a 7th IDA lapel
pin, a 7th IDA auto decal, a copy of our Constitution and By-laws, and a current copy of The Hourglass.

Please TYPE or PRINT clearly.

Name:                                                                                                .     Sex:        o      o
                           Last Name             First                  Middle      Male     Female

Address:                                                                                                                                          .
                        Street, RR, or PO Box Apartment #

                                                                                                                                                         .
City State 9 Digit Zip Code Country

Status: oVeteran  oWidow(er) of Veteran   oChild (Grandchild) of Veteran  oSupporter

Spouse's Name:                                                                                                                                                              .
      (or nearest kin)

Phones:  (         )                               (         )                               (          )                      _         (          )                          _   ,

                Home Cell    Business   Fax

eMail Address:                                                                                                                                                              .

Name and relationship of person who served with the Division:                                                      .

The following information relates to the person who served with the Division:

Military:                                                                                                                                                                           .
Assignment Platoon Company Troop Battalion Battery           Regiment       Brigade

With 7th ID from:                        .To:                           Highest Rank:                                                   DOB:       /        /         .

Overseas Assignments, Major Battles, Awards, Decorations and Service Medals:

                                                                                                                                                              .

                                                                                                                                                              .

                                                                                                                                                              .

                                                                                                    _

If more space is required to complete this question, please use a separate sheet of paper and attach to this form.

Biennial dues are $30.00 payable July 1st in the odd year.
If you are joining in an even year, your initial dues are $15.00
which pays you up to June 30th of the following, odd year.
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Editor’s Perspective

There were a number of questions about when combat pay

was authorized for service in Korea. You can find that

information on page 3 of this issue. There is also information

on what service medals you may be authorized for your

Korean service on page 29.

It has been suggested that when you submit letters, photos,

etc. that you include your mailing address, phone number,

and email address. A number of our members do not use

computers and find it difficult to respond when there is no

contact information other than an email address in the

newsletter. Makes sense to me. If you need assistance in

contacting someone who only lists an email address, the

Hourglass staff will be happy to email them for you.

I have a PowerPoint file concerning the invasion of Normandy

that I can email any of you who might be interested in seeing

it. The 7ID didn’t take part in the European theater of WWII,

but some might find it interesting. Let me know and I’ll email
it to you.

It’s always nice to get an “atta boy” from the readership, but

it’s not just for me however. Credit also goes to Frank

Wadge who publishes the newsletter for us. He always has

great input that makes The Hourglass a better publication.

One reader wondered whether there was “editorial intent”

behind the lack of coverage for Korean vets during certain

periods of time. I can assure you that this is not the case. If I

get material from anyone, of any service era, I’ll get it into

the newsletter as soon as I can (unless it has been previously

published).

Remember, if you want photographs published you need to

either scan the original (JPEG @ 300 dpi) or send the original

in to be scanned…Xerox copies aren’t sufficient. And, if

you want photos or other materials returned, please enclose

a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Jerry Piller

Hourglass Editor

<hourglass@7ida.us>

Little Known WWII History
By history buff. COL D. G. Swinford, USMC, Ret.

1. The first German serviceman killed in WW II was killed

by the Japanese (China, 1937), the first American serviceman

killed was killed by the Russians (Finland 1940); highest

ranking American killed was Lt Gen Lesley McNair, killed

by the US Army Air Corps.  So much for friendly fire.

2. The youngest US serviceman was 12 year old Calvin

Graham, USN. He was wounded and given a Dishonorable

Discharge for lying about his age. His benefits were later

restored by act of Congress.

3. At the time of Pearl Harbor , the top US Navy command

was called CINCUS (pronounced ‘sink us’), the shoulder

patch of the US Army’s 45th Infantry division was the

Swastika, and Hitler’s private train car was named

‘Amerika.’ All three were soon changed for PR purposes.

4. More US servicemen died in the Air Corps than the Marine

Corps. While completing the required 30 missions, your

chance of being killed was 71%.

5. Generally speaking, there was no such thing as an average

fighter pilot. You were either an ace or a target. For instance,

Japanese Ace Hiroyoshi Nishizawa shot down over 80

planes. He died while a passenger on a cargo plane.

6. When allied armies reached the Rhine, the first thing men

did was pee in it. This was pretty universal from the lowest

private to Winston Churchill (who made a big show of it)

and Gen. Patton (who had himself photographed in the act).

7. Among the first ‘Germans’ captured at Normandy were

several Koreans. They had been forced to fight for the

Japanese Army until they were captured by the Russians and

forced to fight for the Russian Army until they were captured

by the Germans and forced to fight for the German Army

until they were captured by the US Army.

8. Following a massive naval bombardment, 35,000 United

States and Canadian troops stormed ashore at Kiska, in the

Aleutian Islands. 21 troops were killed in the assault on the

island. It would have been worse if there had been any

Japanese on the island.
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Medvac Helicopters of the Korean War
By Jerry Piller

During World War II, helicopters were used for numerous

light utility duties, but the first use of a helicopter for a

medevac mission was 23Apr44 in Burma with a LT Carter

Harman piloting the aircraft. This was followed, July 15-

29, 1945, by a medevac operation in the highlands northeast

of Manila by 6 pilots who rescued 75-80 wounded soldiers.

This also marked the first time that U.S. helicopters came

under concentrated enemy fire. But few helicopters made it

into front-line service. That changed by the time the Korean

War was fought, when at least 4 models of helicopters were

used in the medevac role.

Two helicopters, the Sikorsky H-5 Dragonfly and the Bell

H-13 Sioux, were the primary rescue helicopters in the

Korean War. The H-5s were pressed into service early in

the war as aerial ambulances. Carrying 2 crewmen and 1

wounded soldier, it had such a narrow fuselage that the

soldier’s legs stuck out the side of the helicopter from the

knees down. The H-5 was featured in the movie The Bridges

at Toko-ri, starring William Holden and Mickey Rooney.

The H-13 had a

two-seat cockpit

enclosed by a

distinctive plastic

bubble, and was

used first in light

utility and

observation roles.

It was converted into a flying ambulance, carrying a pilot

and 2 passengers, for ferrying wounded troops from the front

lines to Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals (MASH). The H-

13 was fitted with stretchers on both sides of the cockpit

atop the landing skids with plastic bubbles fitted at the front

end of the stretchers to protect the men’s heads.

It was the H-13 that was seen at the beginning of every episode

of the M*A*S*H television

series.

Four US Army H-13s of the 2nd

Army Helicopter Detachment

arrived in Korea in late Dec.

1950 and were the first US Army helicopters to serve in

Korea. They proved their value during their first month of

operations by evacuating more than 500 casualties from the

combat area during January 1951. The H-13 earned the

nickname “Angel of Mercy” for evacuating some 18,000

United Nation’s casualties during the war. Because Korea

had a relatively fixed battle front during the second half of

the war, MASH units could be located near the front and the

helicopters did not have to fly far, or for long periods of

time, when transporting their wounded.

The US Army’s 6th Transportation Helicopter Company, flying

the Sikorsky H-19

Chickasaw,  arrived in

Korea during March

1953. It was primarily

used for light transport

and casualty evacuation.

In addition to the flight

crew, the H-19 could

carry 1 medical attendant

and 6 litter patients that

could be attended to inside the aircraft. The French had

earlier used the H-19 to transport wounded during the

Indochina war (1946-54), and the USAF also used the H-19

as a search and rescue helicopter in Korea.

Also used during the Korean War was the Hiller H-23 Raven.

A small number of H-23s arrived in Korea in

February 1951,

and were used for

the rest of the war

for medevac,

b a t t l e f i e l d

observation and

surveillance.
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7th IDA Governing Council

Officers
Name Office Term

F. E. (Gene) Peeples* President 2003 - 2011

Gene C. Richards 1st Vice President 2007 - 2013

Julius “JT” Morgan* 2nd Vice President 2007 - 2011

Ronald R. Levendoski 3rd Vice President 2001 - 2013

John H. Stengel Executive Secretary 2005 - 2013

Douglas J. Halbert* Treasurer & Roster Manager 2005 - 2011

Robert C. Hoxsie Quartermaster 2005 - 2013

Jerry Piller Hourglass Editor 2009 - 2013

Governors
George Boggs 2007 - 2013

Alexander Bravo 1997 - 2015

Levi O. Haire 2001 - 2013

Richard Hazelmyer* 2005 - 2011

7th IDA Booster Club
Summer 2011

Membership Status

Alvin M. Clouse

  Ernest W. Eldredge

  Harold J. Hauberg

  Manuel M. Marlow

  Robert L. McCargar

  Melvin C. Morris

11 members made contributions to the Booster Club during

this period for a total of $405.00.

As of 3/31/2011

2011 ....... 624

2013 ....... 101

2015 ......... 20

2017 ........... 6

2019 ........... 2

2025 ........... 1

2027 ........... 2

Associate .. 68

Courtesy ..... 5

Honorary .... 2

Honored . 187

Recruiting Honor Roll

Total Members in Good Standing - 1018

There are 188 on the “Delinquent List” (Those who had paid

to July 2009 but have not paid their 2009-11 Dues).

Summer 2011

Regarding URLs
In the past the actual URLs for Internet web sites

and pages have been printed in The Hourglass. But

it has become apparent that they are getting too

long and complicated for publication. So, in future

issues, just short URLs or search topics will be

published and you can search the Internet yourselves

for the actual web site or page.

Editor

  Robert Reed

  Edward H. Reimuth

  Archie J. Rektorik

  Arthur F. Squires

  Harold H. Winer

Submitted by         Total

Doug Halbert 5

Robert Hoxsie 1

Ralph Winsor 1

LeRoy Quernemoen 1

John Stengel 1

Submitted by Total

Joe Clarkson 1

Gene Peeples 1

David Farbman 1

C. Wayne Cunningham 1

Total New Members Recruited - 13

*Denotes expiring term.

Charles D. Iden 2003 - 2015

Ken Mattingly 2009 - 2015

Vilas “Sid” Morris 2007 - 2013

Richard Steinmetz* 2005 - 2011
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New Member List

Organization

 Name Address City, State, ZIP     Phone Co/Batt

127th Signal Battalion

 Cotant, Harold E. 37358 County 39 La Porte, MN 56461 (218) 224-2585 HQ

13th Engineer Battalion [C]

 Moine, Robert R. 5436 Chetco Ct. NE Keizer, OR 97303 (503) 551-3302

 Smith, Harold L. 3065 Old Cartersville Rd. Dallas, GA 30132 (770) 445-6759 C

17th Infantry Regiment

 Delgado-Ramos, Juan 203 St Mary’s Parkway Fayetteville, NC 28303 (910) 987-2971 Medical

184th Infantry Regiment

 Bankson, Jack J. 15687 Lake Forrest Dr. Sun City, AZ 85351 (623) 815-3552 C

32nd Infantry Regiment

 DeLap, Gerald J. 2444 Lawson Dr. Loveland, CO 80538 (970) 669-2325 Tank

 Potter, David A. PO Box 221 Brutus, MI 49716 (221) 529-2170 A

32nd Infantry Regiment & 27th Infantry Regiment

 Gardner, Craig L. 1000 Mohawk Dr. #56 Bakersfield, CA 93309 (661) 348-4479 A, B, C, HHC

707th Ordnance Maint.

 Dover, Don W 810 S Calhoun St. Aurora, IL 60505 (630) 851-3211 HLM

7th Medical Battalion

 Hazel, Deborah 4416 Oregano Dr. Bakersfield, CA 93313 (661) 837-4496 HQ

8th Field Artillery

 Page, Van D. 302 Mosley St. Vidalia, GA 30474 (912) 538-9756 B

9th Infantry Regiment

 Buckland, James E 2442 Dogwood Farms Pl Snellville, GA 30078 (678) 327-7025 C

Division Headquarters

 Wolfrum, Max D. 536 Elizabeth Dr. Webster Groves, MO 63119 (314) 962-5735

Total New Members as of 3/13/2011 - 13
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The Battle of Attu
By PFC Floyd L. Monroe

Swiftly, silently, the ships of gray

Crept into the blackness of the fog-shrouded bay,

And few were they who were frightened to think

Of the clash of battle that was on the brink.

The landing boats soon were full

And with racing motors, toward shore they pulled,

Plowing through the icy water, forward they sped

With enemy territory dead ahead.

They hit the beach, with a mighty force

Down the ramps the men poured forth,

Spread o’er the valley the men were quite jolly,

Even while expecting a Japanese volley.

Through the narrowing valley the men advanced

Alert, nerves tense, while awaiting their chance,

To open up, with shot and shell

And give those dirty little Japs some hell.

With a mighty roar, the Isle awoke,

To the tune of battle as all hell broke,

The shrapnel flew thick, and bullets sang

The mountains echoed to the hot battle’s ring.

Quickly our men were digging fox-holes

Braving the wind, the rain, and the cold,

As the battle grew older more Japs bit the sod

Never again to fight for their Emperor God.

For days the battle raged without much slack

But the Yanks were pushing those dirty Japs back,

From the holes our boys knew each bullet they spent

Put fear into those Japs, in the death message sent.

The boom of our Artillery could be heard night and day

Blasting nests and foxholes and paving the way,

Never ceasing in vigilance, and with each a hell’s flight

Knew the rounds spent were knocking the Japs from the fight.

After twenty days of fighting, the Japs were out-done

Their dead littered the foxholes, few were they who could run,

Some escaped to the mountains, crawled into holes

And awaited to fire at the American patrols.

Our patrols combed the mountains, o’er crevice and crack

Hunted them down like animals, and few were brought back,

Gradually the mountains ceased their echo, the valleys grew still

The sun broke through the cloud banks, men roamed o’er the hills.

T’was the brave 7th Division, who, on that bleak day

Broke the silence on Attu, showed the Japs who would stay,

Many things they may forget, but whatever they do

These Yanks will remember the Battle of Attu!

Korea Casualty Stats

The total number of American armed forces members who died in the Korean theatre of operations between 25Jun50

and 27Jul53 was 36,574. Over 92% of those who died were killed in hostile action.

The three Infantry Regiments assigned to the 7ID during the Korean War sustained the following casualties:

17th Inf

979 KIA

3,552 WIA

31st Inf

1,312 KIA

3,324 WIA

32d Inf

1,183 KIA

3,068 WIA
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Kilroy - Who The Heck Was He?

Anyone born in the mid-1930s, or grew up in the post-WWII

period, knows “Kilroy,” the cartoon character that has his

nose & hands hanging over the top of a wall (or other

horizontal surface). The drawing is usually accompanied by

the words “Kilroy was here!” There are many versions of

the origin of this legend, and this is one of them.

In 1946, the American Transit Association, through its radio

program “Speak to America,” sponsored a nationwide contest

to find the real Kilroy, offering as a prize a real trolley car

to the person who could prove himself to be the genuine

article. Almost 40 men stepped forward to make that claim,

but only James Kilroy from Halifax, MA, had evidence of

his identity.

Kilroy was a 46-year old shipyard worker during WWII who

worked as a rivet checker at the Fore River Shipyard in

Quincy, MA.  His job was to go around and check on the

number of rivets completed, as riveters were paid by the

rivet. Kilroy would count a block of rivets and put a check

mark in lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn’t be counted twice.

When Kilroy went off duty, the riveters would erase the mark.

Later on, another inspector would come through and count

the rivets a second time, resulting in double pay for the

riveters.

One day Kilroy’s boss called him into his office. The foreman

was upset about all the wages being paid to riveters, and

asked him to investigate. It was then he realized what had

been going on.

The tight spaces he had to crawl into to check the rivets

didn’t lend themselves to lugging around a paint can and

brush, so Kilroy decided to stick with the chalk. He continued

to put his checkmark on each job he inspected, but added

“KILROY WAS HERE” in king-sized letters next to the check,

and eventually added the sketch of the chap with the long

nose peering over the fence and that became part of the Kilroy

message. Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe

away his marks.

Ordinarily the rivets and chalk marks would have been

covered up with paint. With the war on, however, ships were

leaving the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn’t time to

paint them. As a result, Kilroy’s inspection “trademark” was

seen by thousands of servicemen who boarded the troopships

the yard produced. His message apparently rang a bell with

the servicemen, because they picked it up and spread it all

over Europe and the South Pacific. Before the war’s end,

“Kilroy” had been here, there, and everywhere!

To the troops outbound in those ships, however, he was a

complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that some guy

named Kilroy had “been there first.”  As a joke, U.S.

servicemen began placing the graffiti wherever they landed,

claiming it was already there when they arrived.

Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had always “already

been” wherever GIs went. As the war went on, the legend

grew. Underwater demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore

on Japanese-held islands in the Pacific to map the terrain for

coming invasions by U.S. troops (and thus, presumably, were

the first GIs there). On one occasion, however, they reported

seeing enemy troops painting over the Kilroy logo! In 1945,

an outhouse was built for the exclusive use of Roosevelt,

Stalin, and Churchill at the Potsdam Conference. Its first

occupant was Stalin, who emerged and asked his aide (in

Russian), “Who is Kilroy?”

To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy brought

along officials from the shipyard and some of the riveters.

He won the trolley car, which he gave to his nine children as

a Christmas gift, and set it up as a playhouse in the Kilroy

front yard in Halifax, MA.

It became a challenge to place the logo in the most unlikely

places imaginable (it is said to be atop Mt. Everest, the Statue

of Liberty, the underside of the Arc De Triomphe, and even

scrawled in the dust on the moon). There is even a movement

to get a “Kilroy Was Here” postage stamp issued by the USPS.

Submitted by member LeRoy Quernemoen, who received
it from a friend in CA. The exact publication it appeared in is
unknown.
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John H. (Casey) Stengel
Executive Secretary

From the Executive Secretary

Our reunion is right around the corner, in fact this is the last

issue of The Hourglass that will be published before the

reunion. Hard to believe, I know, but true. Along that line,

we need to know as soon as possible who will be attending

this year. It is being held in Branson, MO and, since I have

never been there, I am really looking forward to it. It should

be an interesting, and fun, time.

There are a number of positions coming open among the

Officers and the Board of Governors  - either because of an

office holder’s death or the current office holder’s term is

expiring and they do not want to continue in their position.

We need members to step forward and volunteer to take on

these positions. This is your organization - we all need to

help in keeping it going. My contact info is below. Please

notify me AS SOON AS POSSIBLE if you desire to volunteer

for, or continue in, one of these open positions as an Officer

or Governor.

712 Griggs St. SW, Grand Rapids,

MI 49503-8051,

(616) 243-7174

 <stengeljohn@sbcglobal.net>.

Your Military Records
As you may know, millions of military record files were

burned in the 1973 fire at the National Records Center

(NRPC). The veterans whose files were burned still continue

to have many difficulties filing disability claims, verifying

medals, proving duty assignments and stations, and

establishing proof of their testing qualifications.

You can help these veterans simply by searching through the

military documents in your possession for copies of orders,

transfers and citations that list the names of others in your

unit. Any document that lists the names of other people will

greatly help veterans who need a copy of that document that

may not exist in their record file due to loss, error,

misplacement or the fire.

What You Can Do

1. Make a photocopy of every military document in your

possession that lists the names of other soldiers, sailors,

airmen or Marines. (These documents will also list military

serial numbers. Military files at the NRPC are stored by

serial number.)

2. Prepare a cover letter telling the NRPC that you would

like a copy of your document(s) to be placed in the record

files of each person listed on your document(s). (If you can

afford to make photocopies for each name listed on a

document, please do, so that the NRPC does not have to re-

copy your document(s) for each file.)

3. Mail your envelope to:

     National Personnel Records Center

     Military Personnel Records

     9700 Page Avenue

     St. Louis, MO 63132-5100

Do not send a document that does NOT list the names and

serial numbers of  other people unless you want that document

placed into your own military file if you have pre-determined

that it is missing from your file.

If you have questions please eMail The War Library or contact

a Veteran Service Officer (VSO) at your local VA facility.

Special thanks to CPL Philip G. LeDonne, 7th ID (Korea),

for conceiving this appeal.

Military Records continued
Contact Person for this posting:

Roger Simpson, PIO Public Information Office:

 <http://www.13105320634.com>

The American War Library

16907 Brighton Avenue

Gardena CA 90247-5420

Phone / Fax: 1-310-532-0634

<http://www.amervets.com/>

This appeal can also be read online at:

<http://www.americanwarlibrary.com/personnel/

helpvets.htm>
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McCloud on R&R
in Japan, 1952.

A buddy eating
a can of frozen
stew with a
spoon, Dec’51.

Bloody Ridge GIs 04Sep51…a pretty rough bunch.
McCloud marked by *, Harrington, the squad’s medic,
is marked with ^.

17Aug51
McCloud is in
the center.

Gerard McCloud,
Ft. Dix, NJ Mar’51

Gerard McCloud in the Army
These are photographs of my dad, CPL Gerard V. McCloud,

and his time in the Army, including serving with the 32d

Infantry in Korea. Paul Marturano, Robert Beachamp,

George Ossio, Ted Bebnarkski(?), Paul Savage, and Red

Jenkins are some of the guys my dad served with.

Onboard the USNS General

Edwin D. Patrick enroute to
Korea. McCloud is wearing the
white cap.

 Ft. Dix, NJ Apr’51
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w/32d Inf in Korea (McCloud is in the center).

M c C l o u d ’ s
squad outside
their bunker.

Dave McCloud

<davegmccloud@aim.com>

Patch given to McCloud
when he rotated home.
Anyone know anything
about this patch?

McCloud and Jack Alder,
Hill 1083.

Hourglass Memory Lane

The following appeared in the 20Jun51 edition of The

Hourglass. It recounts a combat engagement in which CPL

Gerard V. McCloud was a participant.

Chinese soldiers, chopsticks, and chow flew in all directions

when the 32d’s “Charlie” Company ambushed an enemy

company. The fast and furious action began while the

Communists, camped in a draw, were lined up for evening

chow. Bewildered by the sudden hail of bullets from attacking

Americans, the disorganized Chinese fled down a valley

and waded through a stream. The one escape route was

through a narrow pass on the opposite side of the valley.

“Our 57mm recoilless rifle team laid it down on the pass,

and we had ’em cut off,” said CPL Bernard A. Frati. The

7th Division riflemen poured it on from a 200-yard range.

PFC Gary R. Alhquist, a .30 caliber machinegunner,

summed up the situation with, “It was like shooting ducks in

a rain barrel. You couldn’t miss.”

PFC James A. Head, a 3.5” bazooka gunner, fired round

after round into the trapped enemy force before a Chinese

burp gun answered, hitting the bazooka three times. “That

was enough for me,” Head smiled. “I jumped into a slit

trench, picked up a M-1, and kept firing.”

PFC Victor M. Vielle, Head’s ammo bearer, said the final

count revealed 75 Chinese dead and 65 wounded. “That’s a

mighty good day,” he added unnecessarily.

Korea Service Medals
There are a number of medals authorized for service in the
Republic of Korea, depending on the dates you served there.

Korean Service Medal (KSM) - 27Jun50-27Jul54
United Nations Service Medal for Korea (UNSM) -
27Jun50-27Jul54
National Defense Service Medal (NDSM) - Jun’50-Jul’54,
Jan’61-Aug’74, Aug’90-Nov’95, Sep’01-present
Korean Defense Service Medal (KDSM) - 28Jul54-present
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (AFEM) - 01Jul58-
30Jun74
In the event that you served in Korea between 01Oct66-
30Jun74 you are authorized both the KDSM and AFEM.
Korean Presidential Unit Citation (KPUC) ribbon -
Aug’45-Dec’48, 17Sep50-27Mar71
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Peaches and Pound Cake
By MG Robert Scales (AUS Ret)

This is a condensed version of a speech that was
delivered at the Harry S. Truman Library & Museum on
12Sep09. MG Scales was specifically speaking of his
combat service in Vietnam, but it is applicable across
the board.

Let me give you the bottom line up front: I am proud of my

service. I fought for a country I believed in and for the

buddies who kept me alive. Also, like you, I remember war

being 99% boredom and 1% pure abject terror. But not all

my memories of combat are terrible. There were times when

I enjoyed my service in combat.

Wars have lingered in the minds of soldiers for as long as

wars have been fought. From Marathon to Mosul young men,

and now women, have marched off to war to learn the cold

fear of violent death and the prospect of killing another human

being heighten the senses, sear these experiences deeply and

irrevocably into our souls, and linger in the back recesses of

our minds.

After your service you may have gone on to thrilling lives or

dull; you might have found love or loneliness, success or

failure. But our experiences have stayed with us in brilliant

Technicolor and with a clarity undiminished by time. For

whatever primal reason, war heightens the senses. When in

combat, we see sharper, hear more clearly and develop a

sixth sense about everything around us.

Remember the sights? I recall sitting in the jungle one bright

moonlit night, marveling on the beauty of Vietnam - how lush

and green it was. Do you remember the sounds? How about

the sound of “incoming” artillery? Remember, it wasn’t a

boom like in the movies but a horrifying noise like a passing

train followed by a crack and the whistle of flying fragments.

Remember the smells? The sharpness of cordite, the choking

stench of rotting jungle and the smell of death?

I remember the touch - the wet, sticky sensation when I touched

one of my wounded soldiers one last time before the medevac

rushed him forever from my presence but not from my memory,

and the guilt I felt realizing that his pain was caused by my

inattention and my lack of experience.

Even taste is a sense that brings back memories. Remember

the end of the day after being resupplied with rations and

warm beer? Only the First Sergeant had sufficient gravitas

to be allowed to turn the C-ration cases over, so that all of us

could reach in and pull out a box on the unlabeled side,

hoping that it wasn’t going to be ham and lima beans again.

Look, 40 years on, I can forgive the guy who put powder in

our ammunition so foul that it caused our rifles to jam. I’m

over artillery landing too close and the occasional canceled

air strike.

But I will never forgive the Pentagon bureaucrat who, in an

incredibly lame moment, thought that a soldier would open a

can of that green, greasy, gelatinous goo called ham and lima

beans and actually eat it. But to paraphrase that iconic war

hero, Forrest Gump, “Life is like a case of C-rations: you

never know what you’re going to get.” Because for every

box of ham and lima beans, there was that rapturous moment

when you would turn over the box and discover the pure joy

of peaches and pound cake. It’s all a metaphor for the surreal

nature of war and its small pleasures. Those who have never

known war cannot believe that anyone can find joy in hot

beer and cold pound cake. But we can.

Another reason why combat remains in our consciousness is

that the experience has made us better. Don’t get me

wrong…I’m not arguing for war as a self-improvement

course. And I realize that war’s trauma has damaged many

of our fellow veterans physically, psychologically and

morally. But recent research on post-traumatic stress disorder

by behavioral scientists has unearthed a phenomenon familiar

to most veterans: that the trauma of war strengthens rather

than weakens us. They call it post-traumatic growth. We know

that a near-death experience makes us better leaders by

increasing our self-reliance, resilience, self-image,

confidence and ability to deal with adversity. Combat veterans

tend to approach the future wiser, more spiritual and content

with an amplified appreciation for life. We know this is true.

It’s nice to see that human scientists now agree.

I’m proud that our service left a legacy that has made today’s

military better. Sadly, Americans too often prefer to fight

wars with technology. Our experience in Vietnam taught our

nation the lesson that war is inherently a human, not

technological, endeavor. The ultimate weapon in war is a

superbly trained, motivated and equipped soldier who is

tightly bonded to his buddies and who trusts his leaders.
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This can still be seen in the unity and fighting spirit of our

troops today. Again and again, I get asked the same old

question from people who watch our military in action on

television: why is their morale so high? Often they come to

me incredulous about what they perceive as a misspent sense

of patriotism and loyalty. I tell them time and again what

every one of us who served understand: it’s not really about

loyalty. It’s not about a belief in some abstract notion

concerning war aims or national strategy. It’s not even about

winning or losing.

As we dug through C-ration boxes and drank hot beer, we

didn’t ponder the righteousness of our cause or ponder the

latest pronouncements from politicians. We might have trusted

our leaders, or maybe not. We might have groused about the

rich and privileged who found a way to avoid service, but

we probably didn’t. We might have enlisted for the war to

stop the spread of global Communism, or maybe we just had

a failing semester and got swept up in the draft. It really

doesn’t matter. In war, young soldiers think about their

buddies. They talk about families, wives and girlfriends and

relate to each other through very personal confessions.

For the most part, the military doesn’t come from the social

elite. They don’t have Ivy League degrees or the pedigree of

political “blue bloods.” They are, in large measure, from

middle and lower-class America. They come from every

corner of our country to share and experience places and

things that can never be adequately explained to those who

have never served. Soldiers suffer, fight and occasionally

die for each other. It’s as simple as that. Patriotism and a

paycheck may get a soldier into the military, but fear of letting

his buddies down gets a soldier to do something that might

just well get him killed.

I don’t care whether America honors or even remembers the

good service we performed in Vietnam. It doesn’t bother me

that war is an image that America would rather ignore. It’s

enough for me to have had the privilege of serving together.

It’s sufficient to talk about things we have seen and the kinship

we have shared in the tough and heartless crucible of war.

Some day, we will all join those who are serving today and

those who have preceded us on battlefields from Lexington

to Wanat. We will join with a band of brothers to recount the

experience of serving something greater than ourselves. We

will gather around to open cases of C-rations, with every

box containing peaches and pound cake.

This is an opened case of Vietnam-era C-rations showing
the infamous ham & limas box (R row, 3d from top). Its
packing position changed from case to case.

Peaches and Pound Cake (cont.)

Stolen Valor Act Overturned
In July 2010 federal judge Robert Blackburn struck down

the Stolen Valor Act of 2006, ruling it was unconstitutional

because it violated a person’s right to “free speech.” The

law was designed to prohibit people from falsely claiming

or embellishing their military service, and was punishable

by up to 1 year in jail. The person in the case claimed to

have been awarded the Purple Heart and a Silver Star, but

had never been in the military.

Other courts have upheld the statute so ultimately the issue

will most likely have to be decided in the Supreme Court.

Patton Quote
To be a good Soldier a person must have discipline, self-

respect, pride in his unit and his country, a high sense of duty

and obligation to his comrades and to his superiors and self-

confidence born of demonstrated ability.

General George S. Patton, Jr.
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C-Rations
The article “Peaches & Pound Cake” appearing on page 30

of this issue mentions C-Rations, so I thought it would be

appropriate to include a short history of the rations we all

experienced in our service with the 7th Div.

C-Rations (Ration, Combat, Individual) were individual,

canned, precooked or prepared wet rations eaten by U.S.

forces from before the start of WWII through Vietnam and

beyond (1938-80). They went through a number of

incarnations during that time and, in fact, were not officially

designated as C-Rations after 1958. But to the members of

the U.S. military they were known by one and all as “C-

Rations.”

The first rations contained 1 “M” (meat) unit and 1 “B”

(bread/dessert) unit that made up 1 individual meal. Initially

there were only 3 different M units: meat & beans, meat &

potato hash, and meat stew & vegetables. They were packed

in cans which were opened, like sardine cans, using an

“opening strip” and a “key” that was attached to the bottom

of each B unit.

This design was eventually

changed to a can that was opened

using a P-38 folding can opener,

which was developed in 30 days in

the summer of 1942. It got its

name because opening a C-

Ration can required 38

punctures.

In addition to opening cans it was used as a multi-purpose

tool for performing such tasks as cleaning boots & fingernails

and as a makeshift screwdriver. It was commonly put on the

dog tag chain or a key ring.

Through the years other flavors were added including, in

1944, the always detested ham & lima beans. For some

unknown reason this last flavor remained as a standard entrée

through the Vietnam War. One of the editor’s co-workers

actually liked them, but then he was a Marine.

The B unit selections and the accessory package also changed

a number of times during WWII. In 1945 the accessory pack

was divided into 2 sections - a “long” pack and a “short”

pack - because it had been found that smokers often opened

up the accessory packs, removed the

cigarettes, and then threw the rest of

the pack away. The short pack

contained only the cigarettes and

matches.

The accessory pack eventually

came to include: a plastic

spoon, salt, pepper, instant

coffee, sugar, non-dairy creamer, 2 Chiclets gum pieces, 4

cigarettes, matches, and toilet paper.

Initially C-Rations were bundled and packaged in wooden

boxes containing 3 meals per day for 8 men but, by the end

of WWII, they were

packed in cardboard

boxes. By the time of

the Vietnam War a

case contained 3

meals/day for 4 men.

From 1948-58 C-

Rations were revised

at least 3 times, but, in

reality, they were still basically the same old C-Rations, just

renamed. The C-Ration was officially declared “obsolete”

in 1945, but existing WWII rations were stockpiled, issued,

and consumed during the Korean War. And, although

production of C-Rations ended in 1958, one USMC field

commander noted

that C-Rations

with production

dates from the

early 1950s

stamped on them

were still issued

to his troops in Vietnam in 1968.

Tour Stats
The current tour lengths for our troops in the Middle East

are:

Army 12, 15 & 18 months

Navy  6 & 12 months

It should be noted that some of our soldiers in Iraq and

Afghanistan are on at least their third tour.

Marines    7 - 12 months

Air Force  6 months
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Now You See It...
During World War II the Army Corps of

Engineers needed to hide the Lockheed

Burbank Aircraft Plant to protect it from a

possible Japanese air attack. They covered it

with camouflage netting to make it look like a

rural subdivision from the air. I had never seen

these pictures or knew that we had gone this far

to protect ourselves!

The person I received this from said she got

back an interesting story about someone’s

mother who worked at Lockheed and she, as a

younger child, remembers all this.  And to this

day, it is the first pictures of it she’s seen.

Another person who lived in the area talked

about being a boy and watching it all being set

up like a movie studio production.  They had

fake houses, trees, etc. and moved parked cars

around so it looked like a residential area from

the skies overhead.

Ed Pollard relates, “In 1940, when I was 13

years old, I lived in North Long Beach. The

Long Beach airport was near Lakewood, CA

and there was a large Boeing plant there.  If

you would drive down Carson St. going south

you could drive under the camouflage netting.”

Warren Holmgreen Jr. added, “I am 85 and

had much of my pilot training in Calif. I was

under this net and also saw it from the air. During

preflight training I’d ride a bus under the net

and was very surprised as I didn’t know it was

there. It was strong enough to walk on and they

hired people to ride bicycles and move around

as if they lived there to make it look authentic.”

The plant before camouflage. The plant after camouflage.

A street scene with a hole in the
netting to show activity.

P-38 fighters, and what appears
to be a Constellation (C-69), under
the netting.

Tending to the plants sticking
up through the net.

A view from above the netting.

Employees’ cars parked under the netting.

Submitted by Casey Stengel,
7IDA Executive Secretary
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North Platte Canteen
Remembered

Condensed from an article in the Call to Duty newsletter,
Sept. 2010

Between 25Dec41 and 01Apr46 over six million servicemen

and servicewomen who were on troop trains passing through

North Platte, NE were the recipients of the hospitality of the

North Platte Canteen. It was a grassroots effort that

dispensed food, coffee, magazines, and tobacco when trains

stopped there briefly on their way between the east and west

coasts.

It all started when a unit from the 134th Infantry (Nebraska

National Guard) was expected to stop at the train station on

17Dec41. The community brought baked goods, fruits and

gifts to the train station to pass out to their war-bound troops

when they stopped. A number of trains came and went, but

never the one carrying the NE troops. In the end it was a unit

from Kansas that stopped at the station to whom the crowd

of about 500, not wanting the food and gifts to go to waste,

passed out their goodies to the delight of the troops.

A local pharmacy clerk, Rae Wilson, soon came up with the

idea to meet all the troop trains that stopped at North Platte.

She contacted local merchants requesting donations and got

the local ladies to contribute baked goods and serve coffee

to the troops. The North Platte Canteen was open for business,

and the first of the trains was greeted on Christmas, 1941,

continuing on for another 54 months. Wilson got the project

up and running, but was forced to resign for health reasons.

Helen Christ replaced Wilson and continued to manage the

operation for the next 4-plus years.

Day in, day out, from early in the morning until the last train

at night, between 2,000 and 5,000 soldiers and sailors would

be fed nearly 200 loaves of bread, 100 pounds of meat, 50

pounds of coffee, two gross of rolls, and over 100 quarts of

milk…all this in a time of food rationing. In March of 1945

alone they served: 40,161 homemade cookies; 30,679 hard-

boiled eggs; 6,547 donuts and 6,939 cakes.

More than 300 organizations made sandwiches, boiled eggs,

fried chickens, and baked cakes, pies, and cookies. Tens of

thousands of magazines were distributed. Returning wounded

troops were provided with razors, canes, tooth brushes, and

care baskets to make their return home a welcome one. It

was estimated about 55,000 people volunteered at some time

during the 51 months the canteen was open. Residents from

over 125 surrounding communities in both Nebraska and

Colorado participated as volunteers.

On 14Aug46, North Platte hosted a Canteen Reunion

celebration at which about 20,000 volunteers from all of the

125 surrounding communities were honored. There is a

memorial to the volunteers at America’s 20th Century

Veterans’ Memorial (Iron Horse Park), located just south

of I-80 at exit 177 (US Hwy 83).

Servicemen
being served
by a volunteer.
Courtesy Cam-

Tech

Publishing.

Christ & Wilson
lowering the

Canteen’s sign.

Troop train stopped at the
Canteen.  Courtesy NE State

Historical Society.

Canteen memorial
stone at the park.

Entrance to veterans’
memorial at Iron

Horse Park.
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Final Taps

We remember those who

have left our ranks

We have lost a total of 6 Members since the last report.

Those marked with an asterisk (*) were in our “Honored

Membership” class.

Organization                     Co/Bat.           Date of Death
  Name

17th Infantry Regiment
*Jones, William S.                    G 8/29/10
Sauter, Jacob                          K 11/24/2010

17th Infantry Regiment & 32nd Infantry Regiment
*Bliss, John G.                    H, F & Hq 10/22/2010

184th Infantry Regiment
*Gramstad, Jim                          L 3/29/2010

32nd Infantry Regiment
*Juskalian, George             Unknown 7/4/2010
*Potts, Marvin E.                   Cannon  3/6/2011

New Gravesite Veteran
Medallions

The Department of

Veterans Affairs is now

offering bronze

medallions to attach

to existing, privately

p u r c h a s e d

headstones or

markers, signifying a

deceased’s status as a

veteran. The new item

can be furnished instead

of a traditional government headstone or marker for veterans

whose death occurred on or after 01Nov90, and whose grave

in a private cemetery is marked with a privately purchased

headstone or marker. Next of kin will receive the medallion

along with an installation kit.

For more information on VA-furnished headstones, markers

and medallions, visit the VA website at <http://

www.cem.va.gov>. Instructions on how to apply for a

medallion are shown there.

Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from

national cemetery offices, from the VA website, or by calling

VA regional offices toll-free at 1-800-827-1000.

POW/MIA Recognition Day

This year, September 16th is POW/MIA Recognition Day.

The 3d Friday in September is POW/MIA Recognition Day

and is marked by a speech given by the president in a

ceremony at the Pentagon.

The POW/MIA flag is flown, by Congressional mandate, on

6 days: Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day,

Independence Day, POW/MIA Recognition Day, and Veterans

Day.

In conflicts involving the 7ID there are still 4,450 MIA from

WWII and 8,050 MIA from Korea.
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Dues Status
The new dues cycle commences on 07/01/11. The

legend below explains the “Dues Status” on your mailing

label.

l Due Now ......... 2011-2013 dues of $30 are due.

l 2013+ .............. You are current. Thank you.

l Associate ........ You are exempt from dues.

l Honored .......... You are exempt from dues.

l Honorary ........ You are exempt from dues.

l Special ............. You are exempt from dues.

Send your $30.00 dues to:
7th IDA

518 Hilinai Street
Wailuku, HI 96793-9426

Your continuing
support of the
Association is
appreciated.

The Hourglass Staff
President: .......................... F.E. (Gene) Peeples
Executive Secretary: ....... John H. (Casey) Stengel
Treasurer: ......................... Doug Halbert
Quartermaster: ................ Robert C. Hoxsie
Publisher: .......................... Frank S. Wadge
Editor: ............................... Jerry Piller

  Copy Deadlines:    Winter Issue   - August 31
   Summer Issue - March 31

Contributions are invited from any 7th Infantry Division

Association member or supporter. eMail submission is
preferred, and should be sent to:

hourglass@7ida.us

Hard copy submissions should be mailed to:
Hourglass Editor, 356 Kaiola Place, Kihei, HI 96753

Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if
you wish your material to be returned to you.


