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We are looking forward with great anticipation to the 7th Infantry 
DivisionAssociation's national reunion In the city of Knoxville, Tenn., 
June 1-4, 1995. Knoxville is located in the heart of scenic East 
Tennessee Valley on the Tennessee River, and Is the gateway to the 
beautiful Smokey Mountains. h Is a city of rich traditions dating back 
lo the first settler, Genera.I James Whhe, in 1786. The original 
James Whit.a house, kitchen, smoke house, and blacksmith shop 
are open for touring. 

We have an excellent hotel, the Holiday Inn World's Fair, located 
near lhe heart of downtown Knoxville, w~h 250 rooms reserved. An 
additional 50 rooms have been reserved for 7IDA veterns and 
families In the Hilton Hotel, 1 1/2 blocks away, with a covered 
walkway from the Hilton to the Convention Center, Holiday Inn. All 
public areas have been coordinated to assist the physically handi
capped. Handicapped guest rooms are available. So, the early 
bird making reservations will be attha Hollday Inn where all the 
activities will be going on. 

The reunion dates are June 1-4, 1995, but those who desire to 
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Reports From Your President continued from pg. 1 

check in early or stay past the reunion dates, the 71DA rate is 
applicable May 29-June 6, 1995. The reservation form to obtain the 
special room rate is at the back ofth~ newsletter. You are urged to 
send in your reservation early, and it must be received by the hotel 
by May 7, 1995. Those received after this date will be honored on 
a space availability. 

Tours have been scheduled on two different days because of the 
IP0 gth of time involved in each. Friday's tour will include Oak Ridge, 
The American Museum of Science and Energy, and the Museum of 
Appalachia. Two tours will be available Saturday to the Dollywood 
Theme Park and a time for shopping. The shopping tour will be at 
the Pigeon Forge Outlet Mall and the Five Oaks Stores. (See 
schedule of events for more information) 

Oak Ridge, American Museum of Science and Energy, is the site 
of the WW II Manhattan project that produced the atomic bomb. A 
replica of "Little Boy", the first atomic bomb dropped on Japan, is on 
display. This tour should be a must. The Museum of Appalachia is 
the most authentic and complete reproduction of pioneer Appala
chian life in the world. The Dollywood Theme Park is located at 
Pigeon Forge, a 40 minute ride from Knoxville. The huge Factory 
Outlet Mall is at Pigeon Forge. You will find top name clothing for all 
members of the family, linens and bath items, crystals, china, 
jewelry, toys, kitchen ware, etc. Lunch on this tour will be attheApple 
Barn, located an the bank of the Pigeon Forge River, and nestled in 
an orchard of apple trees. They serve apple fritters, apple butter, 
and apple julep to each luncheon guest. After tasting this treat, I am 
sure you will want to take some home with you - we did. The Five 
Oaks stores are manufacturer owned and operated, selling directly 
to the customer with savings up to 70%. It is considered the 
Southeast's premier outlet shopping center with such stores as 
Magnavox, Woo!rich, Aileen, Polo Ralph Lauren, Lenox and Reed 
and Barton stores. You can save on gifts for those events/weddings 

I wish to express my appreciation to Judge Perry Whitmore for his 
assistance as executive secretary from June 1991, to December 1993. A 
special thanks goes to his wife, Marge, for all of the efforts she put forth. On 
behalf of the 7IDA, thanks to the both of you. 

Maurice Reeves, President. 

• • • 
Notice • Notice! 

Please keep this office up to date on your change of address. 
Dues ($15.00) The two year dues period for everyone starts June 1st each 
odd numbered year, to June of the next odd numbered year, i.e. 1993-95, 
1995- 97, 1997-99, etc. 
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you may be involved in. 
The famous Biltmore Mansion is only about 1 1 /2 hours by auto, 

away. Why not plan an extended vacation in conjunction with the 
reunion and see this part of our beautiful country? 

I was honored to representthe 7th Inf. Division and the 7th Inf. Div. 
Assn.attheCOMMEMORATIONOFTHEBATTLEOFKWAJALEIN 
on Ws 50th Anniversary last February. A report is shown separately. 

Please note the letterfrom Maj. Gen. Richard F. limmons, CG 71D 
(L), pertaining to the inactivation of what was left of the 71D (L). The 
colors were furled and passed on to the Dept. of the Army. Continue 
to write your Congressman, the Army Chief of Staff, etc., reminding 
them of the history of the finest division in the Army, the 71D, urging 
them to reactivate the 7th. I read where the 24th Inf. Div. may be 
redesignated as either the 1st or 3rd Inf. Div. So??? 

There has been some inquiries concerning the 71D museum. All 
the artifacts are in storage. A report on the museum is on page 26 
of the '93 newsletter. 

My four year term as your president will end at reunion time next 
June. It has been a busy four years, but most enjoyable. I have 
gained many new friends through the length and breadth of this 
great country. I shall always be grateful for your support and trust. 
In these four years we have added 461 plus new members to the 
association (Nov. '94). Financially the association is in good shape, 
as it was when I was elected. Refer to the financial statement for our 
current status. 

I do not plan to run for President after I have finished my term. It's 
time for someone else. Again, I appreciate your friendship and 
support. The important thing is to keep the 7th Infantry Division 
Association strong, always looking for new members. If I may, I shall 
borrow the Marine phrase "keep the faith." 

Maurice Reeves 

Hy Laws Amendment 
The following addition to the Constitution and By-Laws will be presented for vote 
by the members in attendance at the '95 reunion in Knoxville, Tenn. 

Article 1, Section 2. 
f. (1) DESCENDANT MEMBERS. Shall consist of the children and grandchil
dren who are descendant of a deceased former 7th Infantry Division veteran 
who served in time of war. They shall pay dues but have no vote. 

(2) Widows of veterans of the 7th ID Infantry Division who served in time of 
war, and was never a member of the 7 fD Association may become members 
under this section, (1) above. They shall pay dues but have no vote. 

(3) DESCENDANTS & WIDOWS, (1) & (2) above, total membership shall 
not exceed 2 1/2% of the total active membership of REGULAR MEMBERS. 
Membership under this section shall be honarary only. 



The furling of the colors of the 7th Inf. Div. (L) 5/18194 as Hq. & Hq. Co. 7th Inf. Div. stood down 
(Refer to page 5 for additional photo of furling the flag) 

Replicas of 
atomic bombs 
at Oak Ridge, 
Museum of 
Science & 
Energy, Little 
Boy can be 
seen above 
the heads of 
the two girls. 
There are 200 
inactive ex
hibits shown 
in eight 
rooms. 

(See photo at 
bottom of 
page 2.) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters, 7th Infantry Division (Light) 

Fort Lewis, Washington 98433-5000 

June 1, 1994 

Commanding General 

Maurice Reeves, President 
7th Infantry Division Association 
7303 "H" Street 
little Rock, Arkansas 72205-4622 

Dear Mr. Reeves, 
Thanks for your continuing interest in and support of the 7th Infantry Division (light). The Association's contributions 

over the years have enhanced the esprit de corps ofthis fine division and have helped today's Llght Fighters to identify with 
the valorous accomplishments of the veterans of the Bayonet Division. 

The 7th Infantry Division (light) will formally inactivate on 15 June 1994 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
7th Infantry Division stands down. In a short but moving ceremony on 18 May, I furled the Division colors and passed them 
back to the department of the Army until they may be needed again. Enclosed are some photographers of that event 

The 9th Infantry Regiment will remain under the command and control ofl Corps. It is comprised of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions of the 9th Infantry Regiment; 2d Battalion, 8th Field Artillery; 79th Support Battalion (Forward); Company A, 13th 
Engineer Battalion; and the 176th Signal Company. The Regiment will continue to be known as 1st Brigade, 7th Infantry 
Division and will wear the hourglass patch until and unless it is realigned. 

W ehaveno clearpicture of the future. The9thRegimentremains active and the army is looking at several possible missions 
for them. Regarding the Division, I hope that when the Army comes through the current restructuring process, the colors will 
be unfurled to serve again. I am convinced that this was the finest division in the Army; non other was as highly motivated, 
well-trained and equipped, or as professionally led as the 7th Infantry Division (light). This remains a dangerous, turbulent 
world. As I closed my remarks at the Inactivation Ceremony, I stated " ... the Division spirit will remain poised anA 'y 
until that unquestioned point in time when another light infantry division is called to the colors, and future light fighters march 
under the 7th Infantry Division (Light) banner into the annals of American history in service to our Nation. This is inevitable 
and is simply a matter of time!" 

Again, thanks for your patriotism and continued service to those who have served :in the Bayonnet Division. The 7th 
Infantry Division Association must continue to keep the accomplishments of this Division alive until it is called again. 

Llght Fighter! 

Richard F. Timmons 
Major General, United States Army, Commanding 
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Leyte - An Infantry Operation 

The following comments describing the participation of the First Battalion, 17th Infantry during the Leyte Campaign may be faulted for lack 
of precise accuracy. I did this effort from memory of 50 years ago as I have long since donated my personal journals, maps, and field orders 
to the 7th Division museum now temporarily in mothballs at Fort Lewis, Washington. 

"Well, I guess my luck has finally run out," I mused to myself as 
the convoy was leaving the Eniwetok atoll after having spent the 
better part of a week awaiting a change of orders. After the Attu and 
Kwajalein operations, the First Battalion, 17th Infantry had become 
rather fond of "island hopping." Usually a brief, vigorous operation. 
If you were alive when the sun went down you considered the 
operation a success. 

We had departed Pearl Harbor ostensibly combat loaded and 
ready to take the Island of Yap. At Eniwetok we got the change of 
orders giving the Army the Leyte Campaign and the Marines the 
Island of lwo Jima. I didn't realize until later how fortunate we, the 
infantry, were again. 

The convoy proceeded to an anchorage at Manus Island to await 
the arrival of General MacArthur's forces from Australia. When all 
contingents had arrived, we proceeded toward Leyte Gulf. All in all, 
the battalion would spend 21 days aboard ship without an opportunity 
to debark for physical exercise. This fact faced me with my first 
major concern, "Are my troops in physical condition to carry out an 
extended operation?" Happily, the answer turned out to be "yes." 

In the landing plan for the invasion of Leyte, First Battalion, 17th 
Infantry was in a reserve position. We were able to listen to radio 
traffic describing the landing of the initial waves, which in our sector, 
turned out to be uneventful with very light, if any, oppositions. 

We came ashore on the afternoon of the first day on the Dulag 
beaches already secured by earlier elements of the regiment. As we 
consolidated our position behind the lead battalion, we encountered 
another type of problem, namely the native population. Inasmuch 
as we spoke a common language, we told the Filipinos to stay put 
and not attempt to come through our lines, especially at night. They 
paid absolutely no attention to our instructions and our men on that 
first night, internal security was not of the best. 

The next morning we passed through the lead elements of the 
regiment with instructions to proceed westward driving the Japa
nese before us and reaching and securing the village of Barauen as 
the day's objective. The terrain before us was a continuation of the 
coastal plain with occasional rice paddies. The high ground in the 
vicinity of Tacloban to the north of our landing area gave me some 
concern but apparently the troops assigned to that portion of the 
beach area had matters well under control. To our surprise, we also 
encountered primitive grass landing strips. No plans on the ground, 
but an occasional ZERO would fly overhead as if scouting the 
situation. We did not know which side had air superiority. 

Opposition to our advance was light and sporadic. It might best be 
described as small nests of "spider holes" whose mission was to 
harass us as we passed through plus delaying our advance as we 
were forced to stop and clean outthese little pockets before we could 
proceed. 

Late that afternoon some of our own planes landed on the grass 
strip in our left sector. The troops cheered thinking that the "brass" 
had finally gotten things organized making air support available so 
soon. I got an entirely different opinion from what I could see. The 
planes that were landing were not Army planes but Navy carrier 
planes. I realized that somewhere near us some carrier had been 
sunk or disabled which these planes were in the air and they were 
now without a home. Not until two days later were we able to tell the 
full story of the historic Naval battle of Leyte Gulf. 

We attained our objective of Barauen by nightfall only to find the 
village unoccupied with no one knowing which way the Japanese 
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Lt. Col. Albert V. Hartl, Commanding 

had gone. We settled down for the night to await further orders. 
During the night, orders came for the next day. Our objective 

would be the village of Dagami. 
The terrain had turned to slightly rolling interspersed by swampy 

areas, and a new hazard, 6 to 8 foot high "cogan grass" in which any 
number of the enemy could hide. We preceded with two companies 
abreast with the road the boundary between companies. We quickly 
encountered irtense opposition. The Japanese had organized 
occasion high ground having in their line of fire the probable route 
of anyone attempting to go around a swampy area rather than 
through it. The "spider hole" tactics of the first day, designed to 
disrupt our advance, were again encountered. 

The terrain and enemy tactics found us ever widening our sector 
so that we became too dispersed to be most effective. Likewise, we 
had no information if friendly troops were on our right flank and we 
knew that there were none such on our left flank. This left us in a 
precarious position. Finally, we had to break up the battalion into 
smaller combat groups and clean out the pockets of resistance on 
our flanks before we felt it was safe to advance. That day we 
advanced only about half way to our objective. Early the next 
morning, to our consternation, we found that we had established 
battalion headquarters right in a nest of spider holes. Why the 
Japanese were not more disruptive and aggressive I will never 
know. They were sitting stolidly in their holes when we discovered 
them. 

The next day as we proceeded toward Dagami, the enemy 
resistance became more intense. Six to 10 foot ridges became part 
of the terrain especially in the left half of our sector. This required 
that there be a division of forces to clean out enemy strong points. 

An amusing incident occurred that afternoon. Two young men 
came dashing up the road in an old jeep. We stopped them and told 
them that they were at the front line and there was danger ahead. 
They declined to take any orders or instructions announcing that 
they were "war correspondents" and immune from enemy fire or 
orders from the military. I remonstrated with them but they never
theless took off on their own toward Dagami. Later that day as we 
neared Dagami, we found that the Japanese had developed a 
strong point on the southern outskirts of the village in an old 
cemetery. The two "war correspondents" were holed up in a burial 
vault loudly calling for help. We reduced the strong point, put them 
into their jeep and pointed them south. I dare say they never again 
elected to go beyond the front lines. 

We announced Dagami secured by that evening and received 
orders to turn due west the next morning and drive the enemy into 
the mountains. The next morning, in the same formation as on the 
previous day, we proceeded without incident until about a half-mile 
from the low foothills leading to the mountain range which forms the 
spine of Leyte. We then encountered a machine gun nest in our left 
sector and a nest of manned spider holes in our right sector. These 
were quickly eliminated. To this day, I do not know whytheJaps did 
not open fire as we approached. We then proceeded to about 200 
yards from the first ridge of the foothills where we encountered 
heavy small arms and mortar fire. We tried to ascertain the flanks 
of the enemy position but could not. The enemy area of deployment 
indicated that we were facing at least a regiment. 

As night descended on the scene, an occasional mortar round 
would fall into our battalion area. We encountered by arranging for 
a supporting battery of the 48th Field Artillery to fire a salvo into the 



Leyte -An Infantry Operation cont. 
enemy position whenever they released a mortar round. This 
tended to silence the enemy shelling giving us an opportunity 
to regroup and plan for continuation of the operation on the 
next day. 

The next morning probing by our scouts indicated that the 
enemy had withdrawn westward into the mountains. Our S-2 
men recovered a copy of a field order from the body of a 
Japanese casualty. The order instructed all Japanese forces 
to withdraw and make their way to Ormoc for regrouping and 
continuing the battle. 

This concluded our operations on the east side of Leyte. 
Next, orders were received to proceed across the island and 
continue the operation on the west side of Leyte driving north 
from the town of Baybay toward Ormoc. The truck transporta
tion which moved us took us past several areas that would 
have been impassable had not the 13th Engineers improved 
the road across the island. The west coast of Leyte consist of 
a series of small streams running from the central mountains 
to the Camotes Sea. 

The streams are separated by ridges ranging in height from 
1 Oto 100 feet. The Japanese had organized the high ground 
so the "west side" battle became a ridge after ridge fight with 
the Japanese tenaciously contesting every advance we at
tempted. When we had attained the approximate vicinity of the 
village of Caridad, our prosaic infantry operation was suddenly 
rejuvenated by the brilliant amphibious landing of the 77th 
Division behind the enemy lines and just short of the major 
town or Ormoc. This virtually ended the role of the First 
Battalion, 17th Infantry in the battle of Leyte as Army command 

Jesse Bullock 

7th lnl Div. colors were furled May 18, 1994 as Hdqrs. & Hdqrs. Co., 7th Inf. Div. 
(L) stood down the 1st Brigade, 7th Inf. Div. (9th RCT) remain active under 
command of I Corps, wearing the Hourglass patch. 
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declared the island secured and we were withdrawn to prepare for 
the next operation. 

The battalion was moved to the vicinity of Abuyog, back on the 
east coast to prepare for the invasion of Okinawa. 

Recently I had occasion to read a novel by a Japanese psychological 
writer, who is very highly regarded in his homeland, entitled "Fires on the 
Plain" which writing implies that as our combat on Leyte ended, the 
Japanese military was completely disorganized and demoralized. My 
personal observations and those of the 164th Infantry which took over 
our sector in the "mop up" phase do not support these observations. 

Old man had trouble with his memory. Found a doctor 
who specialized in memory. Doctor fixed him up fine. 

One day he was telling a friend about this wonderful 
doctor. 

Friend said, "What's his name? I noticed my memory 
is slipping." 

Old man says, "Just a minute. I've got to use the 
system the doctor taught me. What's the name of a city in 
northern Italy famous for its art works?" 

Friend replied, "Florence." 
Old man says: "That's it." 
Turning to his wife, he says, "Oh Florence, what's the 

name of that doctor?" 

JESSE BULLOCK, G/32, Attu, Kwajalein and Okinawa- missed 
the Leyte campaign because of OCS at Ft. Benning. He was then 
shipped back to the Pacific Theatre. When the 32nd CO heard he 
was on Okinawa he requested Jesse be assigned back to his outfit. 
He ended up as Platoon Leader of the same platoon he had formerly 
been Plat. Sgt. of. 

Jesse was awarded the DSC for action on Attu, the Bronze Star 
on Kwajalein was wounded five times, once each on Attu and 
Kwajalein and three times on Okinawa. 

Jesse's platoon was responsible for the capture of Hill 89 where 
the Japanese Commander committed suicide (Hari-Kari), and thus 
completed the possession of Okinawa, ending the 82 day campaign 
as the 7th Div. broke through to the coast line below. 

Jesse says when he left Korea in 1946 he was Company 
Commander of G Company, the same Company he took recruit 
training in 1941. 



Leyte · 13th Combat Engineers ... Through the eyes of LTC George C. Cookson, CO 

WE SAIL AGAIN! On 15 September 1944, the 7th Division set sail 
from Pearl Harbor destined for the island of Yap. While at sea two 
days later, the Division was told that its new destination would be 
either lwo Jimo or Leyte in the Philippines. 

Major tactical and logistical changes were necessary to accom
modate our new objectives. On 25 September, the Battalion 
crossed the International date line for the third time. The task Force 
put in at Eniwetok for refueling, and to give the dispersed "planners" 
an opportunity to gather tor necessary revisions of the original plan, 
and to enable the troops to regain their land legs. 

Three days later, the Task Force sailed again, this time for Manus 
Island in the Admiral-
ties, off the North coast 
of New Guinea. Here, 
final plans were devel
oped and necessary 
regroupings made to fit 
the target now deter
mined to be Leyte in the 
center of the Philippines 
Island group. 

campaign developed into a three-phase affair. It was Dulag
Burauen-Dagami in the center of the Island; Dulag-LaPaz-Abuyag 
to the South and across the Island, and then Abuyog-Ormoc to the 
North. In each sector, platoons of the 13th were attached to 
respective infantry battalions as the infantry was committed. Un
committed engineer troops were laboring mightily on the roads and 
bridges of the MSR, supplying potable water, mapping, and gather
ing engineer intelligence data. 

A diversion of potential dire consequences took place just six days 
after the initial landings - the historic naval Battle of Leyte Gulf. 

Had not the US Navy narrowly been successful in that engage-

ment, the whole 
course of the Pa
cific war could 
have taken a dif
ferent turn. As it 
was, the Division 
Artillery was 
rushed back to 
the beaches for 
whatever good it 
could have done 
against combat 
vessels of the 
enemy. 

LANDING AT LEYTE 
The landing on 20 Oc
tober at Dulag was, in 
many ways, a welcome 
relief for the restless 
troops of the 13th who 
had now been aboard 
ship for 38 days. The 
bulk of the battalion 
landed on the 20th but 
LT. Billy Ratcliff of the 
battalion led an under
water demolition team 
that landed on D-2. The 
team came under fire, 
but successfully recon
noitered the beach and 
obtained vital informa
tion of obstacles, beach 
conditions, and fortifi
cations. 

LTC Cookson (I) and T-4 Whelcher shown at the improvised piledriver at Baybay 
Leyte. 

A number of 
our "Baby-Flat 
Tops" were sunk, 
and Navy pilots 
aloft were left 
without a home. 
Landings by them 
were attempted 
on the Cub strip, 
and on the 
beaches - on 
whatever piece of 
flat land pre
sented itself! The 
13th aided these 
operations by 
helping with the 
artillery move
ment and by im-The assaulting troops 

view of Leyte was 

(Photo courtesy of the Office ofHdoiy, US:\CE) 

somewhat similar to 

that of Kwajalein. 
The sandy, sloping beach was backed by palm trees, now broken 

and sundered by the pre-landing bombardment. Shortly thereafter, 
however, they found a country quite different from their previous 
experience. 

JAPANESE OBSTACLES Leyte was a heavily populated province 
with highly cultivated rice paddies, bamboo thickets, rain forests and 
a multitude of streams. It was a largest land mass yet encountered 
with a few unimproved roads and very little infrastructure. The 
Japanese had reinforced the island and had heavily mined the 
primitive road system. 

The first priority was to clear the mines and open supply lines to 
support the advancing infantry and artillery. A "Cub" (small fixed 
wing, observation and utility airplane) strip for spotter planes was put 
in service as soon as the beach was cleared. T orrentialtropical rains 
and heavy vehicles turned roads into a quagmire; traffic movement 
became crucial and presented a nightmare for the 13th. The 
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proving the air
strip. 

A few days 
later, another 

action took place with tragic results. A lone Japanese plane bombed 
and strafed the beach just at sunset. An ammunition dump was hit 
and explosions rocked the area. I returned to the beachhead with 
Company "C" and the scene was chaotic, with ammunition explod
ing, trucks and supplies afire, and dead and wounded scattered 
throughout the area. Rescue and relief operations were carried on 
for the next 30 hours. The wounded were evacuated, medical 
supplies moved out of danger and order restored. The company 
then returned to the pressing task of confronting the enemy and the 
elements. 

Medals were awarded for this 30 hour operation to the following 
individuals of Company "Ct, for Heroic Achievement and Saving of 
Life: Soldiers Medal, T/5 Mirlin M. Smith; Soldiers Medal, PFC 
Leavy A. Townsend; Soldiers Medal, S/Sgt. Vernis V. Oliver; Bronze 
Star Medal, Sgt. Glenn T. Henson; Bronze Star Medal, Sgt. Norris 



Leyte • 
13th Combat Engineers cont. 

J. Owen; Bronze Star Medal, T/4 Henry C. Nagel; Bronze Star 
Medal, T/4 Frank Vechneck. 

Once the Dulag-Burauen-Dagami corridor was cleared, the Divi
sion turned its effort southward to Dulag-LaPaz-Abuyag. The 
Japanese had blown up bridges and mined the roads, and snipers 
took aim on the troops of the 13th as they labored closely behind the 

· advancing infantry. The road was finally opened to Abuyog, then 
across the mountain ridge and to the coastal town of Baybay. 

One benefit to the Engineers of this advance was the availability 
of rock and gravel for our road work. A less comforting factor was 
the presence of more numerous streams and rivers- many too deep 
to be forded. 

INITIATIVE AGAIN Initiative and self-reliance again proved invalu
able. Personnel of Headquarters Company arranged a loan of a 
sawmill from an Aviation Engineer Battalion, and a site for its 
installation was selected on the mountain road between Abuyog and 
Baybay. 

The leads and hammerfora piled river were also obtained from the 
aviation engineers and directly "C" Company was hard at work on a 
crossing of the 400 foot plus wide, Pagbanganan River. Piles, caps, 
stringers and deck planking all came from the mountain sawmill. 
Drift pins to anchor the caps, stringers and decking were unavailable 
but MAJ Reaugh (Battalion S-3) solved this problem when he 
located a large cache of reinforcing steel which, when cut up, worked 
very well. 

The 13th starting with only that which could be begged or 
borrowed, then constructed a 432 foot bridge in just 20 days (no 
environmental impact statement required)! 

The infantry and the artillery were thus able to continue the 
advance without recourse to ferrying. 

Another incident of ingenuity and initiative was illustrated when 
the troops found an abandoned ferry, salvaged and repaired it for 
use in crossing a 250 foot wide unfordable stream. 

It was a continuous scenario of mined roads, destroyed bridges 
and mud. From the first day ashore on 20 October until resistance 
ended on 26 December, it had been an unprecedented challenge for 
an engineer combat battalion to periorm tasks, and overcome 
obstacles, more in keeping with a construction regiment. 

COMBAT ENGINEERS! Previously reported in the '93 newsletter 
was the report by Joe Grieco, how he and George Chonoples of 
Company "A" moved an armored bulldozer out of the way, while 
under enemy fire at a blown bridge, which was holding up the 
advance of the 17th Infantry. Chanoples was wounded moving the 
bulldozer and later received the Distinguished Service Cross. Though 
the end of hostilities brought relief from enemy action and rest for 
most elements of the Division, the 13th Engineers continued to carry 
on much as they had been doing. Bridges and roads were improved 
and maintained, a Division Rehabilitation Area was set up. The 3rd 
platoon of "C" Company was attached to an infantry battalion for 
"mop-up" operations on the outlying Comotes Islands. There, they 
constructed three air strips, built seven bridges and pertormed 
constant reconnaissance patrols. 

An End-of-Action summary prepared by MAJ Myrl Reaugh, 
Battalion S-3, showed an impressive listing of completed tasks. 

During the 66 days since the initial landing, the 13th built, rebuilt 
or reinforced 65 bridges (including the 432-foot crossing of the 
Pagbanganan River). Eight of these projects were accomplished 
under enemy fire, and all except five, with materials at hand! The 
portable sawmiil produced 5000 board feet of lumber a day form 
timber cut in the mountain pass above Baybay. Six air strips were 
built as the infantry advanced, and 85 miles of roads were main
tained. Five minefields were cleared, most of them underfire. Maps 
were updated, reproduced and distributed by the Battalion S-2 
section under CPT Ed Fiss, and up to 45,000 gallons of potable 
water a day were produced. 

As always, there was a cost attached to these accomplishments. 
CPT Alan Dickson and PFC Reba were killed during the initial 
landing. One officer and 23 men were wounded during the rest of 
the operation. Disease too, took its toll as more than 20 percent of 

the battalion (including the battalion 
commander) was infected by a 

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INFANTRY DIVISION 
parasite, ironically termed "Schisto
som iasis Japonicum" (or Liver-fluke), 
which infested the local streams. APO #7, c/o Postmaster 

San Francisco, CA 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

24 December 1944 

The following is General MacArthur's Christmas message to his command: 
''ITISMYCHRISTMASPRAYERTHATAMERCIFULGODWILLCONTINUETOPRESERVE 
AND PROTECT THE MEMBERS OF THIS FINE COMMAND AND RETURN EACH AND 
EVERYONE OF YOU SAFE AND WELL TO YOUR BELOVED HOMES." 

Lieutenant General Krueger's Christmas message to the officers and men of Sixth Army: 
"WITH DEEP ADMIRATION AND GRATITUDE FOR THE GALLANTRY, FORTITUDE AND 
ATTENTION TO DUTY SHOWN BY YOU THROUGHOUT 1944, I EXTEND WARM CHRIST
MAS GREETINGS AND A FERVENT HOPE FOR YOUR INDIVIDUAL WELFARE AND 
SUCCESS THROUGHOUT THE COMING YEAR. MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND YOUR 
LOVED ONES AND SUSTAIN YOU IN THE TASKS THAT LIE AHEAD." 

Christmas message from Commanding General, 32nd Inf. Div. to Commanding General, 7th Inf. 
Div.: 
"ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE "RED ARROW DIVISION" MAY I 
EXPRESS TO YOU AND YOUR DIVISION OUR HEARTY GREETINGS FOR THE CHRIST
MAS SEASON Alm OUR BEST WISHES FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUCCESS DURING THE 
NEWYEAR. 
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Most of the personnel thus infected 
had to be evacuated for treatment. 

On 26 March, the Battalion along 
with 7th Division was aboard ship 
headed for Okinawa. I was evacu
ated to the states and replaced by 
LTC William Wilhem. 

'When you get real 
angry, put your 
hands in your 

pockg.ts. 
Your dues have not been 
paid.this is your final 
l'IBWSLETfEK. In the case 
of an oversight, please 
remit today. 



PHILIPPINES MEDALS 
The Defense and Armed Forces Affairs Office (DAFAO) will issue 
the following medals: 

PHILIPPINE LIBERATION MEDAL(PLM)- To veterans who served 
in the Philippines for not less than 30 days from October 17, 1944 
to September 3, 1945. 
PHILIPPINE DEFENSE MEDAL (PDM) - To veterans who served 
i" ,he Philippines for not less than 30 days from December 7, 1941 
to June 15, 1942. 
PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE MEDAL (PIM) - To veterans who 
received both the PLM and PDM. 
PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION BADGE 
(PRPUCB) - To veterans who served during the period December 
7, 1941 to May 10, 1942 and during the campaigns from the period 
1944 to 1945. 
WORLD WAR II VICTORY MEDAL - To veterans who had con
tinuous service of at least 30 days in the Asia-Pacific Theater of 
operation from the period December 7, 1941 to March 2, 1946. 

For the other medals, a cost of $7.00 (U.S.) each is necessary. 

Veterans eligible for the above awards should forward their 
request with a copy of their discharge papers, DD Form 214, or other 
service record which details the veterans service in the Philippines. 

Defense and Armed Forces Affairs Office 
Embassy of the Philippines 
(Veterans Affairs Section) 
1600 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Phone: (202) 467-9409 
FAX: (202) 467-9437 

• 1/ic.tory fias a thousand fatfiers1 

6ut defeat is an orpfian! 

• Von 't ezyect 6anf<:grs to come to 

your aid in a cruncfi. 

• 'Ilie on[y tfiing more accurate tfian 

incoming enemy fire1 

friend[y fire. 

• • 

. . . 
is incoming 

• 

Kilroy Was Here, 
and Kilroy says 
''Pay Your 1997 

Dues! 
The 50th Anniversary Commemoration - LEYTE 

Louis Kolb sends the following report on their trip back to 
Leyte, the Philippines. 

We arrived in Manila, Oct. 11th. That evening we were 
greated with a welcome dinner where we were treated as heros. 

We visited the cemetery at Manila where Harry Warmbier 
and I laid a wreath. A tourboattook usto Corregidorfor a full day's 
trip. 

Tour buses took us to Baguio for a two-night stay at Old John 
Hayes Army Camp. We were privileged to attend a memorial 
service at the "end of the death march." At the Philippine West 
Point Academy, we reviewed cadets in a great show. I was 
personally escorted by a General where we reviewed troops. 

Finally, our tour took us to Leyte. In Dulog, we visited the 
mayor's office and were presented with 50th Anniversary Com
memorative coins. Harry Warmbier and I visited the mayor on our 
trip there in 1989 and secured a promise from him that he would 
place a marker for the 7th Infantry Division by the 7th Inf. Div. 
Assn. When we visited the park near his office, we were pleased 
to find the 7th Infantry Division marker had been erected. Steve 
Grosserode, Harry Warmbier and I wore 7 ID T-shirts as we 
marched in the parade. 

Some of our group attended a ceremony at the Palu landing 
site, the McArthur Monument, and received the Philippine Libera
tion Medal. We went over the mountains to Bye Bye and visited 
points of interest. 

Forty two from our party of 58 flew to Hong Kong. Here we 
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visited many interesting sites. We then flew to the Republic of 
China for a full day tour. On our return, George Myers and I 
stopped off at Honolulu for a few days rest. We visited the Arizona 
monument. Afterward we paid a visit to the Punch Bowl Cem
etery. visiting the grave of E.P. Guraro, KIA in the Philippines and 
awarded the DSC. I visited our old camp site at Wahiha near 
Scholfield Bks. Returned home October 29th completely ex
hausted. 

The foflowing 7th Infantry Division veterans attended the com
memoration: 

Steve Grosserode, 49th FA 

Jerry Kosner, 57th FA 

Robert Raynor. 17th Inf. 

Harry Warmbier, Med. Del. 17th Inf. 

Louis Kolb, Med. Del., 17th Inf. 

Merilyn Georgevich, widow of R.J. Kretzer (KIA on Okinawa) 7th 
INf. Div. 

Andrea Meeker, grandaughter of KIA, 32nd Inf. 

Toni & Ralph Steel, 7th Inf. Div. 



Invasion Of Leyte 
A Traumatic Affair 

WWII 
The following article was printed in the Houston Chronicle, 

Saturday, October 29, 1994 by reporter Hoh TUtt. 

Remembered 

%e migfity j{eet poised for invasion of 

Leyte in the Phillippine Islands seemed to stretch from horizon to 
horizon. 

It was like an island of ships," remembered William C. Bentley, 
then an Army captain. "You couldn1 count all the ships you could 
see. They went from assault landing craft to transports and 
destroyers and cruisers and battleships." 

When some Japanese aircraft flew over, he said, anti-aircraft 
fire "literally darkened the sky." 

This display of power before the invasion early that morning of 
Oct. 20, 1944-50 years ago• "made us feel good, feel like we were 
invincible," said Bentley, then 23 and commander of L Company, 
32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. 

But Bentley believes the excitement of the moment masked a 
feeling of fatalism he and many others in his division had come to 
share. "We didn1thinkthe war was ever going to end," he said, "and 
we thought we were all going to die." 

They had battled the Japanese first in the Aleutians, then in the 
Marshalls before joining in the Philippines operation. And the bitter 
battle for Okinawa lay ahead for them. 

"When we were in the assault boats going in," said Bentley, a 
native of Etna, Pa., now of Bradenton, Fla., "you feel the awesome 
heat from the fire of ships that must have been 20 miles out at sea. 
It lifts the hair on the back of your head right up." 

Those big shells flying over, he recalled, sounded like a 
locomotive picking up steam or like airplanes taking off or coming in 
for landing. "You involuntarily duck because it scares the hell out 
of you," said Bentley whose company went in as part of the first 
wave. 

Troops in landing craft were several miles offshore as the naval 
barrage plastered the land, he said, and "when you get ashore, you 
find the craters where those shells hit. At times they become pretty 
good hiding places for us." 

As superiority of American military might grew, some U.S. 
military leaders argued that simply bypassing the Philippines and 
isolating Japanese forces there could expedite winning the war. 

But Gen. Douglas MacArthur, the Pacific Army commander, 
forcefully opposed that view. When he left the islands in March 1942 
shortly before they fell to the Japanese, he pledged that the United 
States wouldn't forget the Filipinos. He dramatically asserted, "I 
shall return," and he later would press President D. Roosevelt to 
stick to plans for invading the Philippines. 

On the day of the invasion MacArthur waded into Leyte, 
doubtlessly feeling his strategy had been vindicated. 

Military scholars still debate the wisdom of invading the Phil
ippines, but combat embroiling the 7th Infantry Division and other 
divisions in the battle for Leyte and later Philippine campaigns 
wasn1 academic. It meant much blood would be spilled and much 
pain endured. 

Lt. Col. Albert Hartl, then 33, commanded the 1st Battalion, 17th 
Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. He recalled how Japanese · 
soldiers, concealed in what were called "spider holes," harassed 
Yanks as they moved into the island's interior. 

They would dig round holes deep enough to stand in and 
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camouflage them," Hartl said. "They would wait until you came by, 
then delight in shooting you in the back. You had to be very careful 
and look at bnush piles very closely." 

Some spider holes contained primitive land mines that the 
Japanese apparently were supposed to detonate if a tank or other 
vehicle rolled over them, he said. 

"This was a suicide mission for the soldiers in the spider ho!es, 
but l don't think the soldiers were told that," he said. "Bear in mind 
that dying for their emperor was an honorable thing to do." 

Hartl, of Bismarck, S.D., saluted the work of Japanese
Americans, or Nisei, who volunteered to serve as interpreters tor 
U.S. Army units. 

"They were more than just interpreters. Being able to under
stand captured Japanese field orders was where they were the most 
valuable," he said. "At one location we got a very important order 
indicating that the Japanese were going to withdraw across the 
mountains to Ormoc on the west side of Leyte and regroup there. ft 

Maurice Reeves, then 25, was first sergeant of C Company, 
13th Combat Engineer Battalion, 7th Infantry Division. His unit could 
serve either as engineers doing construction work or as assault 
troops specially trained to attack fortifications like pill boxes. 

On Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands they were called on to take 
their assault roll, but during the 110-day Leyte campaign they 
concentrated on such engineering tasks as building bridges. For 
example, they constructed a 432-foot-long bridge over the 
Pagdanganan River, using native timber such as coconut and 
mahogny. 

They also had the job of clearing out land mines, sometimes 
under enemy fire. 

Heavy rainfall produced "an engineers' nightmare," recalled 
Reeves of Little Rock, Arkansas. The rain produced muck and more 
muck, turning primitive trails used as roadways into quagmires. 

"Everything you had mildewed. I got a cake from my aunt, and 
that had become a chunk of pure mold," he said. 

During the first week of the Leyte campaign, Reeves' company 
was working on an emergency bridge over a stream when it got 
orders to report immediately to the landing area on the beaches 
where supplies were being unloaded. 

A Japanese bombing raid had set supply dumps afire there. 
Munitions were exploding, and dead and wounded men lay strewn 
among the wreckage. 

. The engineers had received orders to salvage medical sup
plies, Reeves said, "but the first thing we did was to get the wounded 
out. Some of them would be actually burning just like an oil rag. It 
was very traumatic. You'd get hold of a man's arm, and the skin 
would just roll off." 

The 16th Japanese Imperial Division, which had herded 
American and Filipino prisoners in the infamous Bataan Death 
March, opposed the 7th Infantry Division on Leyte, he said. "We 
were aware of who they were. It did give us satisfaction that we had 
annihilated them. 

"We never had a chance to be at ease after Leyte," he said. 
"We just loaded up and went on to Okinawa." 



A Little Of This and That 
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION 

THE BA TILE OF OKINAWA, June 19-26, 1995 
There will be a flag ceremony and wreath laying at Camp Buckner, 

parade, visiting of battle scenes and landing beaches, dedication of 
the General Buckner Memorial, listing of the KIA, and other events. 

Those interested, contact Military Historical Tours, 1500 King 
St., Suite 200, Alexandria, VA 22314, Attn. Col. Paul Flebotte, 
USA Rel. Phone 703-739-8900 Fax 703-684-0193. The tour cost 
per person $2,275.00 (double occupancy- single will be $300- $400 
more) and includes round trip airfare from Los Angeles (June 19) to 
Okinawa, 1st class accommodations to Okinawa hotel, breakfast 
and dinner daily. The 96IDA has a large group attending, the 77IDA 
has a group going, and you can bet your bottom dollar the Marines 
will be there in force. Surely the 7IDA will be well represented. 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 
We are attempting to arrange for the placing of a memorial plaque 

at a suttable location on Okinawa by the 7th Inf. Div. Assn. during the 
commemoration. The intent is to leave an appropriate marker there 
to honor all 7th Inf. Div. soldiers who participated in that campaign, 
and pay special tribute to those KIA. If you wish to contribute to the 
expense of this plaque, sendyourcontributionsto 7th Inf. Div. Assn., 
7303 H Street, Little Rock, AR 72205. 
NOTICETOALL! ttyouknowafellowwhoonceworetheHourglass 
patch butdoesni know aboutthe ASSOCIATION, send them a copy 
of the application on the back page of this newsletter. 
"AND THE SAGA OF FT. ORD CONTINUES": Three years after 
tt was listed for closure, Ft. Ord, the sprawling Army base in 
Monterey will be transferred to civilian use. As early as the fall of 
1995 thesttewill become the Calfornia State University at Monterey 
Bay. An array of other public and private uses is planned from the 
acreage, including a 2,000 acre state park along beaches closed for 
over 40 years. Thanks to Herbert Selden 57/FA for this information. 
U.S. NAVY HOME: Ernie Eldrdge, 13/Eng., is glad he moved from 
U.S. Soldiers and Airmans Home in Wash. D.C. to the Navy Home 
in Guttport, MS wtth a smaller happy family. Glad you like it Ernie, 
see you in Knoxville. 
LT. GEN. BARRYMcCAFFREY, son of Lt. Gen. WilliamJ. McGaffrey 
(Rel.) former Reg. Commander 31/lnf, Korea, has been promoted 
to General and is the new Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Southern 
Command. 
THINGS WORTH REMEMBERING: When someone offers to pay 
you now or later, choose now. Never interrupt when you are being 
flattered. (One more) When making a sandwich, putthe knife in the 
jelly before putting tt in the peanut butter. 
THE BONUS MARCH OF 1932 (reprinted from '91 N.l) To the 
editor, Arkansas Gazette, In the fall of 1932, my pal Jeff Hyde and 
I were returning from a hobo trip to our homes in Mount Ida, AR. We 
were preparing to spend the night in a hobo jungle in Heavener, OK, 
when a freight train rolled in and stopped. 

The jungle began filling with hundreds of dirty, grimy, hungry, 
ragged downcast men who looked like they had been in a war and 
lost. Sure enough, they had fought a war 14 years earlier, but they 
had won. After slugging it out with the Kaiser's storm troopers and 
putting the Huns on the run, they had come home to a grateful nation. 
Butthere was no applause fort hem that night as they sat around the 
fires and sipped their coffee out of tin cans. 

They were returning to their homes after participating in the famed 
Bonus March on Washington, where six veterans had been killed. 
Their bitterness was vented on some of their former comrades-in
arms who would become prominent household names in the next 
war. The next day, we rode wtth them on a train to Mena, AR where 
we left them. But my memory of those destitute and frustrated WWI 

vets would linger on. 
September 21st, 1994, I received a phone call from Dick Dyer 

from the Ft. Ord. PR office advising me that THE FINAL CLOSING 
OF FORT ORD would take place, with ceremonies to be held 
September 30, 1994 - Ft. Ord's final day. I was asked to represent 
the 7ID. I advised him I would contact someone from that area to 
representthe 7th, so I contacted our good friend and former 1st V.P., 
Frank Ghiorso from San Jose. Frank readily accepted the honor. 
Thanks Frank! 
GRADE AND PAY before WWII. tt an officer remained in grade 
more than 15 years his pay automatically advanced to the next 
higher grade, although he was not advanced in grade. 
MEDALS. There were no medals authorized or awarded prior to the 
Civil War, and only the medal of Honor was authorized then, and this 
by the Congress. 
THE PURPLE HEART was first authorized by Geo. washington, 
and so far as is known, only three given then. 
SPECIAL AWARDS called "Thanks Of The Congress" has always 
been awarded to senior officers. Receiving this award has been 
Geo. Washington, Gen. Pershing, Dwight Eisenhower and others. 
THE MEXICAN WAR no awards were given accept the CERTIFI
CATE OF MERIT." 
MEDALS AWARDED to personnel of 7th Inf. Div.: WWI 43, WWII 
5226, Korea 2842, Panama 105. 
PRISONER OF WAR MEDAL Maybe you caught it and maybe you 
didn1 in the Sept. VFW Magazine. The Prisoner of War Medal was 
authorized by Public Law 99-145 on Nov. 8, 1985. It is awarded to 
milttary personnel captured during an operation involving action with 
an enemy force. The U.S. does not have to be at war with the country 
in question. Proven misconduct while a POW or documented 
actions contrary to the Code of Conduct make a service member 
ineligible for the medal. 
THE SAGA OF MARILYN MONROE and the 7ID Jacket. Happy is 
the ending for Del C. Brown and her search for a picture of the 
presentation of the 7ID jacket/shirt to Marilyn Monroe by 7ID CG, 
MG Lionel C. McGarr in Korea, Feb. 1954. Refer to '92 newsletter. 
(see picture below) 

MG Uonel C. McGarr CC 71D Korea 1954 presenting 71D shirt to 
Marilyn Monroe. Shirt contained unit crests of 7tD units. 

I notice my typewriter misspelled several times in the '93 newsletter. Hope this issue is better with a different one. 
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A Little Of This and That cont. 

FIRE MISSION! Memoirs of a Korean Veteran. An excellent book 
by an enlisted man, William H. Bryant, written through the eyes of an 
infantryman who was there. Order from the author at: 2707 Vallete 
St., Bellingham, WA 98225. 
DID YOU KNOW that comedian Joe E. Brown was the only indi
vidual who was given an APO number during WWII, and he traveled 
more than 150,000 miles entertaining troops? 
DID JAPAN INVADE ASIAN COUNTRIES? This was not our in
tent, so says the director of the Environment Agency, as reported by 
the Associated Press in the AR Democrat-gazette, 13 August 1994. 
"It was not a war which we made with the intention of invading. It's 
not true that Japan was the only bad one", says Shin Sakuri, a 
Cabinet Minister. He continues, 'lhey should be thankful because 
they have gained their independence and are better educated, and 
Japan should publicize internationally the view that its wartime 
actions had both a good and a bad side. 
THEALASKA(ALCAN) HIGHWAY. A writer for the AR Democrat
Gazette traveling the Alaska Highway reports a little known fact, at 
least among us Aleutian vets, that "because of censorship, its 
completion was reported first not by the American press, but by 
Japanese radio. The Japanese thanked the American soldiers for 
building what they called their invasion route to the Unfted States." 
I gave a brief report on the "Alcun / Hi-way in the '92 N.L. For new 
members and others who missed it: The road was built in eight 
months and 22 days covering 1,420 miles by the Army's Engineers 
and opened to traffic October 28, 1942. It starts at Dawson Creek, 
British Columbia and ends at Big Delta, Alaska. Its construction has 
been called the greatest engineering feat of the 20th century. 
WW II, FIFTY YEARS GO, September 2, 1944. An Avengertorpedo 
bomber from the carrier San Jecinto piloted by Lt. J.G. George Bush 
is shot down during an attack on Chichi Jima, a Japanese base. 
Bush parachutes from his p!ane, but his two crewman are lost. 
Bush's life raft is only three miles off shore when he's rescued by the 
submarine Finback. 

Now Pay Attention! After the war investigators discover that 11 
Americans shot down and captured on Chichi Jima did not survive. 
Some were beheaded and eaten by six Japanese officers, who will 
be hanged for cannibalism. 

The number of German prisoners of war aiding in Arkansas· lall 
harvesting was increased to 5,000, according to prisoner hdqrs. in 
Dallas. 

September 11, 1944. President Roosevelt, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and their military leaders begin a six-day meeting 
in Quebec. The Allies schedule a landing on Kyusha, Japan in 
October 1945 and an assault on Honshu in December, 1945. 

September 13, 1944. Adm. Wm. Halsey's call for an accelerated 
invasion of the Philippines reaches President Roosevelt at the 
conference. An October 20 landing on Leyte is approved. Friday is 
the first day for mailing Christmas packages overseas. 

October 20, 1944. The invasion of the Philippines begins with four 
American divisions establishing beachheads on Leyte. 

By the day's end, 132,000 soldiers of the 7th, 24th and 1st Calvery 
and 96th Infantry divisions are ashore on Leyte's east coast near 
Tacloban and Dulag. 

Oct. 31, 1944. On Leyte, the U.S. 7th Infantry Division knifes 
across the island to pen the Japanese in the island's northwest 
corner. 
U.S. POW's TAKEN BY SOVIETS, THE KOREAN WAR. (In case 
you missed it) About 50 U.S. servicemen missing from the Korean 
War were taken secretly to the Soviet Union and never returned, a 
new study ordered by the Pentagon concludes. 

The study prepared by the Rand Corp. for lhe Defense Dept.· 
parallels an assertion the U.S. Government made to Moscow last 
Sept. that it had broad and compelling evidence of transfers. 
(Copied from the 24 ID N.L. and credited to R. Burns, Associated 
Press) 
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In September 1993, for 46 remains of lost U.N. remains received 
from North Korea the U.S. Defense dept. paid an average of $19,500 
for each. Remember the U.S. paid only $10,000 insurance to each 
family for lost servicemen. Bargaining continues on how much to 
pay for 162 remains since received. Only ONE set of remains has 
been positively identified, and some of the remains have been 
identified as animal bones. 2,233 U.N, prisoners of war never came 
back, dead or alive. About 8,100 U.S. servicemen are listed as 
unaccounted for. (From the AR Democrat-Gazette 9114194.) 

It's not my pface to run th£ trains; 'l1ie wftistfe I can't Mow; It's not 
my pface to say fwwfar th£ trains affowea togo. It's not my pface to 
sfwot off steamnorevenc(Mf! tfie6e[[; 'Bu.t fet tli£ aam thing ju.mp tfie 
tract . .. and see wfzo catcftes tfie 6(amef. 

I have been reminded by George Bodi, 7th Recon., that units 
other than the 17th Regiment reached the Yalu, as stated by Jack 
Sullivan in the '93 Newsletter. The 17th was an RCT composed of 
other units, including the 7th Recon, a portion of the 13th Engineers, 
an artillery unit, etc. George says he destroyed his tank there on the 
Yalu before clearing out when the Chinese came down. 
SERIAL NUMBERS. Before WW I Serial numbers for soldiers in the 
Army did not exist, but were given to enlisted men toward the end of 
the war. AM/Sgt. by the name of Clere was given the first SIN which 
was #1. Officers were first given their S/N's some time after the war. 
Information supplied by James Dill L TC Rel. 

Seekers. Can You Help? 

Duane Evans Co. A, 31st Inf. Cpl. KIAJune 4, 1951. Anyone having 
knowledge of this soldier, contact D. Reilley, 1329 Cliff Ave., 
Fillmore, CA 93075 
Douglas Findley A/31 Inf. Would like to locate a black soldier who 
he aided during the battle for Triangle Hill October 14, 1952, or 
anyone having knowledge of the incident. Findley found this soldier 
wounded in an abandoned Chinese trench, carried him on his back 
through friendly artillery fire - American info was that all friendly 
troops had cleared the area. The soldier was wounded twice as he 
carried him to safety, where the medics took over. He thinks the 
soldier was from B/C/31 Inf. Contact him at 3 Mountainview Rd., 
Succasunna, NJ 07876. 
Raymond N. Clark: Former machine gun platoon leader, H/17, 
would like to hear from MG platoon members who fought in the 
second battle for Port Chop Hill on 1-1 o July 53. Would also like to 
hear from survivors of the 150+ wounded who MG platoon located, 
treated and evacuated from the hill on those two days. Contact him 
at: 40517 Plymouth Circle, Umatilla, FL 32784. 
1st, Lt. Richard F. Jones: 0-1295378, Hq. 1st Bn., 184th Inf., KIA 
on Kwajalein 3 February '44. Anyone with knowledge of him or the 
action involving his death, contact his sister: M. Lois Jackim, 201 
West Second St. (310), Oswego, NY 13126. 
Russell Schanck, K/31 Inf., declared POW 26 October '52 at Star 
Hill, Korea, laler declared dead. Any information regarding him or 
the incident contact his sister Neomi Schanck, Box 177, Comins, Ml 
48619. Ph. (517) 786-3290. 
Michael T. Scott: Does anyone remember this soldier from the 
Aleutian Campaign? Originally with the Michigan NG at enlistment. 
At time of discharge was with 206th Inf. Contact his wife, Rosanna 
Scott, 902 Yale St., Santa Monica, CA 90403. Ph. (310) 828-6892. 
This soldier was on Attu but his unit not known. 
Clarence Joseph Hodges, 32nd Inf. (?), saw action at Attu, 
Kwajalein, Leyte and Okinawa, wounded on Leyte. His daughter, 
Lorene Hodges, would like to hearfrom anyone who knew her father 
or any of the events he was involved in. Contact her at: Rt. 1, Box 
268, Brinkley, AR 72021. 



A Little of This and That cont. 

Russell Schanck, K/31 Inf., MIA Oct. 26, 1952. Anyone having 
knowledge contact Robert Schanck, Box 114, Comins, Ml 48619. 
Battle Of Attu, information needed: Blake Sasse is writing a 
complete history of the Battle of Attu and is seeking veterans who 
were there to contact him regarding their experiences during the 
battle. Contact him at 287 South Road, Brentwood, NH 03833. Ph 
(603) 642-5252. 
Cpl. Gecrge Lee Reich, M/31 Inf., MIA 12 December '50 during 
Chosin Reservoir engagement. Most likely a jeep driver, red
headed, 18 yrs. old. Anyone having knowledge of this soldier or 
events he was involved in contact his brother, Thurman W. Reich, 
1607 SW Hearher, Grants Pass, OR 97526. Ph. (503) 479-0537. 
Donald Farrow, 117th Ord., 71D, Korea, 52-53. If you served with 
this person or knew him contact his son John Farrow, 317 Middlesex 
St., No. Andover, MA 01845. Ph. (508) 682-7304. 
Curtis J. Banker, 73rd tank Bn., Recon. Pltn. Hq. Serv. Co. Korea 
July 1950 -June 1951, would like to hear from some of those "Ole" 
buddies. Contact him at: 44 Westcott Rd., Schuyler Falls, NY 
12985. Ph. (518) 643-2303. 

Comments From 
Association Members 

John (Jack) C. Patrick, 49 FA & XXIV Corps Hq., furnishes the 
following about Leyte. The 7th ID had fought across the southern 
part of Leyte and was driving north along the coast toward Ormoc. 
The 11th AB Div. had crossed west, and was poised on the 
mountains east of Ormoc. The Japs intensified their resistance to 
both these thrusts to keep from losing Ormoc, their final stronghold 
on the eastern side. 

The XXIV Corps CO, MG John Hodge, ordered the 77th ID to 
make an amphibious assault behind the Jap lines west of Ormoc. 
When this division accomplished their mission their CO, MG Bruce 
sent the following message to the Corps: "I have just rolled two 
sevens in Ormoc. Come seven, come seven." They did and the 
battle of Leyte was finished. 

Lt. Gen. Arthur Trudeau: John Tarter telling about an incident at 
the DMZ, Korea, with then 71D Commander MG Arthur Trudeau. 
The night the truce was to go into effect, it seems a Newsweek 
newsman attempted to cross the DMZ and interview the Chinese 
soldiers. Gen. Trudeau grabbed him by the collar and told soldier 
John Tarter to get this SOB out of the area. Gen Trudeau decorated 
John Tarter 27 July '53. (No explanation for decoration.) 
Maj. Anthony D. Woolf, (Ret.), Br.31 FA. I enjoyed re-reading the 
Christmas newsletter and wonderfully descriptive article(s) of the 
Kwajalein battle. I was assistant exec. of B/31 FA and remember 
firing all night long, among other things. 
Dear Mr. Reeves, Thankyouforthe effort you put forth for the Assn. 
The '93 newsletter is the best we have ever had. I enjoyed yours and 
Col. Bearss' articles on Kwajalein. I was 1st BN. S4, 32nd Inf. for 
this operation. The Colonel was a wonderful CO. Geo. W. 
Delaughter, Sparkman, AR 
Robert E. Trego: I see by our newsletterthat I need to pay my dues, 
so enclosed is my check for $15.00. Thanks so much, the 7th Div. 
Assn. means a lot to me. Robert was with L'-31 Inf. 
Frederick Bertlan, HqJ32: Enclosed check. is to cover dues I 
apparently neglected to send when due. Thank you for a great 
newsletter. 
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William Abrahamsen H&HqJ32: My delinquent dues enclosed. 
The christmas newsletter is the best ever. I regret missing the '93 
reunion. It was obviously a tremendous success. My best regards 
and greetings to all. 

Col. Albert Hartl HqJ17: Your recent newsletter deserves very 
high marks. (Makes one feel good coming from former CO, 17/lnf.) 

Trivia Time 
answers this page 

1) What was the last major action of the Korean War fought by the 
71D? 

2) Who was the last 10th Army Commander on Okinawa? 

3) The 6th Marine Division, part of the 10th Army in the Okinawa 
campaign, is credited by one writer with taking 3/4 of the island of 
Okinawa. If this is true, how can this be? 

4) What manuevers did the 71Dparticipate in prior to going overseas? 

5) Prior to 1942, officers and enlisted men's class A uniform 
consisted of a leather belt. What was these belts called? 

6) What type of stripes did soldiers with specialist ratings wear prior 
to 1941 and the advent of the T stripes? 

7) Who gets the 21 gun salute in the U.S. and what is it's 
background? 
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NCO Insignia 
In The Early Years 

My good friend James H. Dill, 1 Lt. 31157 FA, Forward Observer U 
31 Inf, Korea, furnishes the following: 

In 1775, shortly after Washington took command of the Continen
tal Army he issued the following order: "The Sergeants may be 
distinguished by an epaulette or stripe of red cloth sewed upon their 
right shoulder, the Corporals by one of green.· 

In 1799 an order was issued by MajorGenaral Alexander Hamilton, 
Inspector General of the army that epaulettes were to be red, 
Sergeants-Major to wear an epaulette on each shoulder, Sergeants 
one on the right shoulder only, and Corporals one on the left 
shoulder only. 

In 1813, all Sergeants wore two cloth epaulettes and Corporals 
one on the left shoulder only. 

ln 1821, the first chevrons appeared and replaced the epaulettes. 
Sergeants-Major and Quartermaster Sergeants wore one worsted 
chevron on each arm above the elbow, Sergeants one on each arm 
below the elbow, and Corporals one chevron on the right arm only 
above the elbow. 

Three chevrons, points down, were adopted for dragoon Ser
geants in 1835. In 1847, the entire army adopted the down pointed 
chevrons made famous in Western movies. Three stripes with a 
diamond for First Sergeants, three stripes for a Sergeant, and two 
for a Corporal. In this the American Army confirmed to the practice 
followed in the British Army ever since the Napoleonic Wars. 

Chevrons were turned points up at the end of the Spanish
American war. Why is not known. Marine chevrons had been worn 
points up since the 1840's. 

One other item, borrowed from the custom of the British Army, 
where it existed since Cromwell's time, distinguished Sergeants. 
From the beginning of the Revolution until after the Civil War, wore 
a red sash wrapped about the waist. Regulations went to great 
length to explain how it was to be tied in place. In addition, 
Sergeants-Major and First Sergeants carried a sword right up to the 
eve of World War One. 
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The History of 

The Gun Salute 

The use of the gun salute for military occasions is traced to early 
warriors who demonstrated their peaceful intentions by placing their 
weapons in a position which rendered them ineffective. Apparently 
this custom was universal, with the specific act varying with time and 
place, depending on the weapons being used. A North African tribe, 
for example, trailed the points of their spears on the ground to 
indicate that they did not mean to be hostile. 

In effect, the person who performed the salute placed himself in 
the power of the person he was saluting. Eventually, this practice 
became honorary and ceremonial as well as practical. Swords were 
removed, sails were lowered. 

The tradition of rendering a salute by cannon originated in the 14th 
century as firearms and cannons came into use. 

Land batteries, having a greater supply of gunpowder, were able 
to fire three guns for every shot fired afJoat, hence the salute by shore 
batteries was 21 guns. Early gunpowder, composed mainly of 
sodium nitrate, spoiled easily at sea, but could be kept cooler and 
drier in land magazines. The multiple of three probably was chosen 
because of the mystical significance of the number three in many 
ancient civilizations. When potassium nttrate improved the quality 
of gunpowder, ships at sea adopted the salute of 2·1 guns. 

The 21-gun salute became the highest honor a nation rendered. 
Varying customs among the maritime powers Jed to confusion 
among the maritime powers led to confusion about saluting and 
return of salutes. Britain, in the 18th and 19th centuries, in her role 
as the most powerful nation on the seas, compelled weaker nations 
to salute first, and for a time, monarchies received more guns than 
republics. Eventually, by agreement, the international salute was 
established at 21 guns, although the United States did not agree on 
this procedure until August 1875. 

The gun salute system of the United States has change consid
erably over the years. In 1820, the "national salute" was defined by 
the War department as equal to the number of states in the Union 
- atthattime 17. This salute was fired by all U.S. military installations 
at 1 p.m. (later at noon) on Independence Day. The President also 
received a salute equal to the number of states whenever he visited 
a military installation. 

In 1847. the Presidential salute was formally established at 21 
guns. In 1890, regulations designated the "national salute" as 21 
guns and redesignated the traditional Independence day salute, 
equal to the number of states, the Salute to the Union." Fifty guns 
were also fired on all military installations equipped to do so at the 
close of the day of the funeral for a President, ex-President or 
President-elect. 

Since the Air Force does not have saluting cannons, ft uses 
"honor flights" consisting of the appropriate number of men, instead 
of guns. The Air Force equivalent of a 21-gun salute, for example, 
would be a formation of 21 men. 

Today, the national salute of 21 guns is fired in honor of a national 
flag, the sovereign or chief of state of a foreign nation, a member of 
a reigning royal family and the President, ex-President and Presi
dent-elect of the Untted States. It is also fired at noon on the day of 
the funeral of a President, ex-President and President-elect. 

Gun salutes are also rendered to other military and civilian leaders 
of this and other nation. The number of guns is based on their 
protocol rank. These salutes are always in odd numbers. 

'JJie aEo-ve was snitched from 'military. • 'JJie memorial servia 
wliicli we are accustomed to seeing, a -volfey of tfiree is remfered 
wn.,isting of a squad of rif[emen. -'Ed. 



New Members Since Last Newsletter 

Name Address Military Signed by 
Unit 

ACKER, RODGER W. 13989 Dahle, Dundas, MN 55019 G/32 M. Reeves 
ASPELL, MICHAEL J. 14300 Iroquois Ave., Largo, FL 34644-4405 Hq./7Div. F. Kidwell 
BANKER, CURTIS J. 44 Westcott Rd., Schuyler Falls, NY 12985 H&S/73TK M. Reeves 
BARNETT, SAM JR. P.O. Box 636, Des Arc, AR 72040 H/31 Inf. M. Reeves 
BENNINGTON, KENNETH A. 3957 So. 38th St., Omaha, NE 68107-1210 G/32 M. Reeves 
BERRY, JOHN R. 819 Yellowstone Rd., Valparais_o, IN 46383 13 Engr. M. Reeves 
BIGGER, ERWIN 8. 4600 Crestwood Dr., Knoxville, TN 37921-3109 3/32 M. Reeves 
BLOHM, JAMES E. 525 N. Onieda St., Appleton, WI 54911 Med/32 M. Reeves 
BRODT, HOWARD F. 128 Lake Dr., Stoughton, MA 02072-3851 7Recon M. Reeves 
BUSH, WILLIAM C. 1147 Cresthill Dr., Louisville, KY 37777 C/17 M. Reeves 
BURRUS, ROBERT L. 12670 W. 116th St., Overland Park, KS 66210 31 Inf. J. Scheuber 
BURZINSKI, RAYMOND D. 101 N. Meadow Lane, Plainfield, IL 60544 4H/76 FA W. London 
CAMP, DENNIS W. 9 Allen St., Lacey's Spring, AL 35754-3301 K/171nf. M. Reeves 
CHANDLER, OLLIE 0. 7982 Sorghum Hollow Rd., New Blaine, AR 72851 C/13 M. Reeves 
COBLE, JAMES F. 2107 Lilly Dr., Charleston, WV 25312-1320 Sv/17 
COMBS, ANDREW J. 2102 Otranto Blvd., No. Charleston, SC 2906 F/31 Inf. M. Reeves 
COPELAND, CLYDE V. P.O. Box 745, Morton, WA 98356 32/lnf. M. Reeves 
CORDES, WILBUR L. 18145 220th St., Allison, IA 50602-9374 M/31 Inf. M. Reeves 
CROSSIN, WILLARD 8510 Martin Way N.E. #1, Olympia, WA 98516-5849 U17 L. Kolb 
CROWE, J. GODFREY (FM) 4405 N. 33rd Rd., Arlington,, vA 22207 Tk/17 M. Reeves 
DEML, DONA. 2806 Floral Ln., La Crosse, WI 54601 1/32 M. Reeves 
DOYLE, DANIEL M. 206 Warwick Rd., Lake Forest, IL 60045 Hq./31 Inf. L. Gillespie 
DUFFY, DONALD R. 1901 N. Mercer St., New Castle, PA 16105 8/76tk M. Reeves 
DUFFY, WILLIAM R. 2260 Morley St., Simi Valley, CA 93065 L. Kolb 
OYSTER, LOUIS E. (FM) 216 No. Church St., Olathe, KS 66061 A/32 M. Reeves 
EDENFIELD, RUSSELL H. Rt. 1, Box 151 D, Bristol, FL 32321 A/31 Inf. N. Finney 
FRANK, ART. L. 10913 E. Mission St., Spokane, WA 99206-4897 8132 M. Reeves 
FLEETWOOD, HARVEY A. P.O. Box 3715, Van Nuys, CA 91407 184 Inf. M. Reeves 
FORBES, THOMAS E. 109 Candlestick Dr., Mt. Vernon, IA 52314 32 M. Reeves 
FREDERICK, LINDSEY H. JR. 7338 Parma Park Blvd., Parma, OH 44130 C/13 C.M. Smith 
FRIEDE, ROGER A. 1030 10th Court, Reedsburg, WI 53959 A/49 FA M. Reeves 
FUTSCHER, ALEX J. 22 Persimmon Grove, Alexandria, KY 41001 C/31 Inf. M. Reeves 
GALLARDO, ANTONIO 1810 Westplain Dr., San Antonio, IX 78227 31 Inf. G. McClure 
GALLINA,PETER 40233 Rotunda, Clinton Twp., Ml 48038 C/13 M. Reeves 
GRENS, CHESTER J. 249 Powell St., Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 Serv/184 
GRUENEWALD, DAVID F. 5524 Southwood, Little Rock, AR 72205 Bi76FA J. Dill 
HAECK, WALTER E. 15614 Lake Hills Blvd., Bellevue, WA 98008 E/17 M. Reeves 
HAGNESS, ERNEST L. 18 Caribe Way, Hot Springs, AR 71909 48/FA M. Reeves 
HALLIWELL, ALAN C. 912 13th St., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 D/17 M. Reeves 
HANSEL, JACK H. 601 Thomas Drive, P.O. Bx 256, Platte City, MO 64079 l/17 M. Reeves 
HEAD, HOWARD R. 905 W. Main St., Walhalla, SC 29691 HH/17 L. Kolb 
HICKS, WILLIAM R. 2082 Martel Rd., Lenoir City, TN 377721995 Anti-T/184 J. Huntsman 
HOLLAND, WILLIAM L. 2424 NE Center St., Jensen Beach, FL 34957 7Recon M. Reeves 
HOLMES, WOODROW V. 1716 Brunel St., Waycross, GA 31501-1402 D/17 M. Rseves 
INSELBERG, LIONEL H. 82-20 155 Ave. Apt. 3, Howard Beach, NY 11414 8/17 S. Rochman 
IVIE, MARVIN L. 12043 Dolan Ave., P.O. Box 4117, Downey, CA 90241 M/32 M. Reeves 
KAMERLING, JAMES W. 2120 16th St. N.W. Apt 307, Washington, DC 20009 A/76 FA M. Reeves 
KING, JOHN G. 20833 253rd Ave. S.E. Maple Valley, WA 98038-7613 Hq./48FA M. Reeves 
KRONER, CONRAD J. 1816 Winans Ave., Halethrope, MD 21227-4437 G/17 M. Reeves 
KROUT, GLEN R. 291 Country Club Dr., Plant City, FL 33565 B/32 W Bentley 
LACKEY, GEORGE E. 530 Woodward St.Box 228, Lapel, IN 46051 49 FA M. Reeves 
LANDOWSKI, ALBERT J. 7270 Creekwood Ln. Prior Lake, MN 55372 17 K. Hennen 
LEO, LOUIS T. (FM) 13632 S. Magnolia Dr., Plainfield, IL 60544 Anti-T/184 J. Huntsman 
LINKOUS, JOHN M. 6131 Beaver Cr. Dr., Knoxville, TN 37931 Anti-T. 184 J. Huntsman 
McKENNA, JAMES P. 626 Spring St., Grinnell, IA 50112-1933 E/17 Inf. M. Reeves 
McKINNEY, GEORGE JR. P .0. Box 46, Grays Knob, KY 40829 C/17 M. Reeves 
MACKEY, OSCAR D. 9601 Brown Lane, Austin, TX 78754 H/17 Inf. L. Kolb 

FM - notes Former Members 
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New Members cont. 
MALLORY, RICHARD K. HHB 1/82 FA 1 CD, Ft. Hood, TX 76545 HHS-7/15 FA M. Reeves 

MARTORANO, SALVATOREJ. 518 Horizonway, Neshanic Station, NJ 08853 H/32 M. Reeves 

MAXWELL, SAMUEL K. 7461 S. Linden, Fenton, Ml 48430-9375 Med/31 Inf. M. Reeves 

MURPHY, JOHN E. JR. 1108 N. Gazley Rd., Myrtle Creek, OR 97457-9328 M/17 Inf. L. Kolb 

MOLLOY, JAMES F. 44 Tileston Rd., Winthrop, MA 02152 Hvy Mtr./17 M. Reves 

NORTH, WOODROW 2301 Duncan St., Louisville, KY 40212 32 M. Reeves 

OLDS, RALPH F. 29250 US 19 N. #12, Clearwater, FL 34621 A/13 M. Reeves 

O'KEEFE, TIMOTHY M. 122 Kartes Drive, Rochester, NY 14616 H/12 Inf. B.L. Smith 

OLSEN, CHESTER H. HCR 4, 2826Cobb Rd., Lewiston, Ml 49756-9201 E/17 Inf. M. Reeves 

PAGE, JOHNNIE D. JR. 3174 Wakefield Dr. , Decatur, GA 30034 184 Inf. AAA M. Reeves 

PAYNE, ARTHUR L. 607 Big Hill Ave, Richmond, KY 40475 A/31 Inf. M. Reeves 

PETERS, CHARLES D. 2332 Treeline Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 HHQ/2/17 M. Reeves 

PEFFLEY, LEROY E. 2426 Guilford St., Lebanon, PA 17046-2625 1/184 M. Reeves 

PENDLETON, JESSIE C. 3901 Main St., Victoria, TX 77901 A/13 Eng. M. Young 

PISTOLE, EVIN D. 250 Holt Dr., Loudon, TN_ 37774 15 AAA M. Reeves 
PORTERFIELD, ALFRED 462 Morris Ave., Rockville Centre, NY 11570 A/31 Inf. M. Reeves 

PRESCOTT, JOHN R. JR. 8 Warren Ter., Quincy, MA 02170-2626 B/31 FA H. Brodt 

REECE, TOY E. (FM) P.O. Box 1062, Newport, TN 37821-1062 1/184 Inf. 

REDING, J.W. (FM) 1140 Jackson Rd., Vandalia, OH 45377 G/32 M. Reeves 
REEDER, RICHARD D. 15 Patricia Box 151, Dawson, IL 62520 K/lnf. M. Reeves 
RICCIARDI, PASQUALEJ. P.O. Box 910, Yonkers, NY 10703 B/17 M. Reeves 
RODDY, JACK K. 11308 January Dr., Austin, TX 78753 D/13 G.W. McClure 
ROTH, DICK L. 1882 Amelith Rd., Bay City Ml 48706 G/32 
ROWSAM, JAMES E. 422 Stang St., Madison, WI 53704-5039 HS/13 L. Haire 
RUGGERI, THOMAS M. (FM) 51 O tthaca Ave, Delran, NJ 08075 A/32 M. Reeves 
RUOTSALA, JAMES A. 2723 John St., Juneau, AK 99801 7 AVN M. Reeves 
RUTH, RUSSELL H. 5051 Jasper Rd., RD #1, Emmaus, PA 18049 M. Reeves 
SANDERS, RICHARD 7323 Smithville Hwy., McMinnville, TN 37110-9315 H/17 & 1/31 M. Reeves 
SCHROEDER, CARL 1321 Pinto, Ridgecrest, CA 93555 M. Reeves 
SCHROEDER, ROBERTW. (FM) 11001 S. Keating, 2nd Fl. S.E., Oakland, IL 60453 Anti-T./184 J. Hunstmen 
SCOTT, GERALD 511 Turtle Creek, Shreveport, LA 71115 C/13 M. Reeves 
SCOTT, LUVERNE C. 1617 Bellevue Ct., Modesto, CA 95350 Serv/32 M. Reeves 
STAATS, ARVON R. 4325 N.W. 60th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73112 80 FA M. Reeves 
STALLWORTH, BILLYE. 498 Wildwood Ln., Burleson, TX76028 B/17 M. Reeves 
STOL TE, GERHART E. 1622 S. 15th Ave., Yakima, WA 98902 B/31 FA M. Reeves 
TAYLOR, ROGER L. 3773 Tangerine Dr. N.W., St. James Ctty, FL 33956 F/31 Inf. M. Reeves 
TONEY, BEAUFORD E. 15956 21 Mile Rd., Marshall, Ml 49068 C/32 M. Reeves 
VANDERLINDEN, MARINUS 1199 N. Terry St. #382, Eugene, OR 97402 48 FA M. Reeves 
VARNEY, ERNEST E. 433 El Matador Trail, Pensacola, FL 322506 A/32 M. Reeves 
WENTWORTH, EDWARD J. 7309 Bellevue Dr., Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858 K/31 Inf. M. Reeves 
WILCOX, WILLIAM H. (FM) 137 N. Park Dr., Madera, CA 93637 184 M. Reeves 
WINDELL, RUSSELL H. 1613 Jay Lane, Green Bay, WI 54304 AT3/32 M. Reeves 
WILKINS, ROBERT W. 1211 Kendall Ct., Walnut Creek, CA 94595 32 Inf. L. Doll 
WITTKOPP, THEODORE H. 4836 S. Kilpatrick Ave., Chicago, IL 60632 57 FA C. Iden 
WOODALL, LARRY G. P.O. Box 66, Alkol, WV 25501 707/Ord. M. Reeves 
ZAHILKE, JOSEPH R. P.O. Box 312, Lake Elsinore, CA 92531-0312 C/13 M. Reeves 
ZIMMERMAN, EUGENE L. 3284 Liberty Rd., Delaware, OH 43015 H/17 Inf. M. Reeves 
WRIGHT, NORMAN P. 1109-127th St. Ct. E. #4, Puyallup, WA 98374 C/13 M. Reeves 

FM - notes Former Member 

When sonieone offers to pay you now- or later, choose now-
• . . 

When opportunity knocks, invite it to stay for dinner 
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Okinawa 
Okinawa Veterans, listed below is a request to us Okinawa vets 
for accounts of events, pictures & etc. of the Okinawa Battle for a 
documentary to be shown in the future (in three, one hour episodes). 
These people did a documentary called "Wing and a Prayer" 
pertaining to a bomber raid on Hitler's refineries at Plosti, Romania 
It won an Emmy Award and was aired on over 200 public television 
stations. Comrades, I can assure you the Marines will respond in 
force to the same invitation, so it behooves us 71D vets to do likewise. 
In discussing the documentary with Mr. Sanches, he remaked that 
"this is your (Okinawa vets) program." I sent him a complete 
operations report of the campaign with pictures. Send him some of 
those remembrances you've got stored away. 

Maurice Reeves. 

The castle Bell: Okinawa, 1945 is the story olthegreatest struggle 
ever waged on any battlefield - Okinawa, 1945. Programs like The 
castle Bell have many sources to draw upon for archival media. 
Comprehensive official, government records exist in each country's 
national archives and libraries. :-lowever, the intimate, personal 
accounts of veterans and civilian survivors are often lost among the 
vast volumes of statics and lines drawn on maps. Spike Productions 
and KBYU are committed to preserving the Human and not just the 
statistical record Okinawa for future generations. To achieve this 
goal, we are appealing to veterans and citizens of all the participat
ing cultures: Okinawan, American, and Japanese, for any archival 
materials relating to the battle of Okinawa. These items may be 
photos, journals, diaries, drawings, maps, paintings, motion picture 
film, war souvenirs, etc. 

The producers envision The Castle Bell as a balanced, accurate 
series, illustrated with as much original and previously unseen 
material as possible. Any items loaned to the program will be given 
the utmost care in handling, cataloguing, and duplication, and be 
returned in good order to the original owner. Please contact us prior 
to sending any items you have so that a determination can be made 
as to the item's relevance to the program. We encourage you to call 
or write with information about your memorabilia or personal ar
chives. Individuals whose items are used in the program will be cited 
in program credits. Please telephone Mike Sanches, at (801) 533· 
0724 or Frank Wrigley at (801) 378-8450. You may also write us at 
the address below. Describe the items you have in detail. The castle 
Bell is possible only with the participation of people like you. 
Allowing access to your personal collections and archives helps 
ensure the accuracy and originality of The castle Bell: Okinawa, 
1945. 

In an age when modern weapons can eclipse Okinawa's aggregate 
death-toll of 250,000 in a millionth of a second, the triumph of 
humanity over the simple, brutal will to annihilate must never be 
forgotten. By cooperating in the development of this series, 
Americans, Japanese, and Okinawans can perhaps gain fresh 
perspectives into what assistance in the creation of this significant 
documentary. Sincerely, Mike Sanches, Producer, The Castle Bell, 
SPIKE PRODUCTIONS, INC., 74 W. Girard Ave., Salt Lake City, 
UT, 84103, Ph./Fas (801) 533-0724 

Okinawa Remembered # 

The Last Battle of WWII 
The Okinawa Campaign and Japanese defensive effort was 

many times larger and more deadly than lwo Jima, a battle re
membered as savage. It was arguably the most savage battle of the 
Pacrric War and the casualty figures attest to its ferocity. What took 
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place on and around the island in the spring of 1945 was the greatest 
land, sea and air battle of all times, says George Perre, in his book 
T ennozan. This was the first battle experienced by the Japanese on 
their soil - Okinawa was politically part of Japan back then. It was 
tho last battle of WW II and before the atomic bomb. In the three 
months campaign, the death toll approached 15,000 Americans, 
110,000 Japanese and 150,000 civilians - more lives lost than on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki combined from the two atomic bombs. The 
13th Combat Engineers alone sealed GOO caves, nodoubtcontributing 
to many of these civilian deaths. Had we gone on to the Japanese 
home islands as planned, the conservative estimate of our loses 
KIA/WIA would have been one million at the end of one year. The 
assault on the home islands was scheduled to start in November 
1945. The 7IDwasto be a part of the 24th Corp., 1st Army, and drive 
toward Tokyo from the east. 

In the Okinawa operation over 1450 ships and near a half million 
men participated in what a foreign observer called "the most 
audacious and complex operation undertaken by the American 
Amphibious forces." Over 400 of the shipswere troop ships; the 
fighting ships made up the largest assembly in naval history consisting 
of over 40 carriers 25 or so battle wagons/cruisers and some 145 
destroyers/destroyer escorts. 

To understand the enormity of the operation, compare it with 
the Normandy operation which traveled only the width of the English 
Channel, whereas Okinawa took place 6400 miles from San Fran
cisco and 4000 plus miles from Pearl Harbor, the forces being 
staged from throughout the pacific from the west coast to Hawaii, 
Leyte and the Mariannas. 

Lt. Gen Simon Boliver Buckner, Jr. 10th Army Commander 
Okinawa, KIA 18 June '45 near the southern tip of Okinawa at an 
observation post by enemy artillery. The shell fragments pierced the 
Generals chest & abdomen, causing him to bleed to death within 10 
minutes. Gen. Buckner graduated from West Point in 1908, served 
as West Point Commander in the late 1930"s, as Brigadier in 1940, 
Lt. Gen. 1943, served in the Aleutians/Alaska area, was the son of 
Confederate Civil War General who later became the Governor of 
Kentucky. 

Portions of the 7ID news bulletin of interest is printed here. 
These are for June 22 & June 28, 1945. 

The Hourglass, seventh Infantry Division, by l&E Office, Friday, 
June 22, 1945, Vol. IV. No. 79, RYUKYU ISLAND. 

Okinawa Declared SECURE · 
STILLWELL TAKES OVER 10th ARMY. 

Guam, June 22. After 82 days of the bitterest fighting ever experi· 
enced in the Pacific War, Admiral ChesterW. Nimitz announced last 
nightthat all organized resistance on Okinawa Island in the Ryukyus 
has ceased. The Pacific Fleet Commander added that units of the 
American 10th Army are now entering a vast mopping-up period on 
the island. Since the first landing on Okinawa last Easter Sunday 
morning, more than 92,000 Japanese soldiers have been killed. 
Latest reports from this headquarters revealed this morning that a 
number of enemy troops are now beginning to give up the fight and 
surrendering themselves to American units. 

New Phase of war Starts 
The end of organized resistance on Okinawa also recalls the 

early stages of the campaign when American landings on the island 
last Easter Sunday morning were made, virtually unopposed, and 
the Yanks advanced swiftly across the island where they wheeled 
south to encounter one of the stiffestfights in history. It was after this 
maneuver that for 13 days, the American advances were measured 
in hard-fought yards. Numerous lines of Japanese pillboxes, caves 



Okinawa Kemembered cont. 

trenches and other formidable defenses blocked the Americans for 
many days until finally they cracked the line and drove on to final 
victory. 
Manila, June 22-Army Headquarters here in the Philippine capital 
city disclosed last night that General Joseph W, Stilwell has been 
named to command the American 10th Army which is now in 
Okinawa in the Ryukyus, 

The new 10th Army chief succeeds the late Lt, Gen, Simon R 
Buckner who was killed in action on Okinawa last Monday while 
observing his troops in action, 

Leaves Desk Job 
Gen, Stilwell, before his new assignment in the Pacific, held the 

post of Chief of Army Ground Forces with offices in Washington, 
Previous to this post, he had commanded American forces in the 
China-Burma-Indian Theater, 

In July, 1940, General Stilwell, then a Brigadier, assumed 
command of the Seventh Division at the time of irs activation, The 
mark of his outstanding leadership, fine organizing and train.ing 
ability, and strong personality has remained with the Seventh 
throughout it's campaigns. In a recent interview with Pacific news
men, General Stilwell said of this Division, "I think they're the finest 
bunch that ever came down the pike." 

Washington, June 22 - Senator Pepper yesterday introduced a bill 
to give men who were over 25 upon entering military service the 
same educational rights as those who entered when under 25. His 
bill also includes a proposal to increase the dependency allowances 
from $75,00 for those having two dependents to $100, $125 forthree 
dependents and $150 for four, 

PRISONERS' STORY OF JAP CG AND C/S SUICIDE 
June 28 (Restricted) - The following story of the death of Lt, Gen, 
Mitsuru Ushijima, Commander of the Japanese 32nd Army and His 
Chief of Staff, Lt Gen, lsamu Cho, is based on an eye-witness 
account obtained by the Seventh Division through prisoner interro
gation, 

After 82 days of skillful resistance, and of watching his force of 
over 80,000 Japanese soldiers deteriorate to a handful of ragged, 
desperate snipers, Lt Gen, Mitsuru Ushijima, Commander of the 
crushed Japanese 32nd Army, committed Hara-Kari in the traditional 
manner. at his headquarters near MabunL Thus he apologized to 
his Emperor for having failed to stem the inexorable American 
onslaught on Okinawa, 

Since April 1. Gen, Ushijima had been forced back from Shuri, 
on May 26. to Tsukazan; and from there to Mabuni, on May 28. At 
Mabuni, deep in a cliff of jagged coral rock that juts 250 feet high 
between the town and the ocean. Ushijima set up his final head
quarters. 

Part way down the nearly sheer cliff facing the sea is a small 
ledge, six feet wide and twenty feet long, leading into a natural 
fissure in the rock, The fissure developed into a tunnel seven feet 
wide and six feet high, which penetrated over 100 yards through the 
heart of the mountains to another small opening in the face of the cliff 
toward Mabuni, A narrow shaft led down into the tunnel from the top 
of the mountain, The floor had been smoothed, the roof and walls 
shored, and large stone barricades had been built at each opening 
to protect the interior from both Field Artillery and Naval Gunfire, 
From this nearly impregnable cave Ushijima commanded his sol
diers through the last bitter days of the campaign, From here he 
watched as they were forced back from one defense line to another, 
until only that part of Hill 89 which was Ushijima's cave lay between· 
the advancing American 7th Div, and the sea, Then all the entrances 
into the cave except the one opening to the sea were blasted shut 
by the cornered Japanese, 
On the night of June 21, Gen Ushijima'scook was told to prepare an 
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extra-large dinner to be served about 10 o"clock, It was to be an 
important occasion, The cook, whose kitchen was near the en
trance to the cave, prepared a meal of rice, canned meats, potatoes, 
fried fish cakes. salmon, bean-cured soup, fresh cabbage, pine
apples, tea and sake. When the dinner was ready, the cook set 
about to prepare breakfast, as it was impossible to cook during 
daylight hours with the Americans so close, 

At 11 :30, the General's aide quietly dismissed the sentry on 
guard at the cave entrance, telling him that he would no longer be 
needed there, and to go and participate in a "penetration attack" 
against the American line, then less than 400 yards away, 

At 3:00 o'clock in the morning the cook was still busy in the 
kitchen when the general's orderly came and whispered that Gen, 
Ushijima and his chief of Staff, Lt Gen, lsami Cho, were going to 
commit Hari-KirL 

Forty minutes later Gen, Ushijima and Gen, Cho, dressed in full 
field uniform with their medals, and accompanied by their aides and 
the entire staff, filed silently out of the entrance of the cave onto the 
narrow ledge. Crouched in his kitchen at the opening of the cave, 
the cook watched the bizarre ceremony, The two Generals talked 
in low tones for a moment, then a heavy comforter was laid on the 
rocky ledge and over it was placed a white sheet symbolizing death, 

U.S. Soldiers and 
Airmen's Home 

"A City within a City" 
Contact: 

Admissions Office 
LJ,S, Soldier & Airmen's Home 

Washington, DC 20317 

General Ushimimathen knelt 
on the sheet, in the custom
ary position of Sawari, with 
Gen, Cho on his left, both 
facingtheocean, Therewas 
no room to properly perform 
the ceremony facing north 
toward the Imperial Palace, 
Silently the men opened their 
blouses and bared their ab
domens, Gen, Ushijima's 
aide, Lt Yoshino, holding the 
two knives with ha~the blade 
of each wrapped in a white 
cloth, stood close behind, 
The Adjutant, Capt 
Sakaguchi, stood on 
Ush ijima's right, saber drawn. 
Yoshino, who handed a blade 
to Ushijima, who took it with 
both hands and with a shout, 
thrust 

Simultaneously 
Sakagushi's saber fell on his 
neck as prescribed, severing 
hisspinalcolumn, Ushijima's 
corpse lurched forward onto 
the sheet Then General Cho 
took his turn and the cer
emony was repeated, 

WWII 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Window, 
Kwajaleln Memorial 
Chapel. Thewindowdepicts 
a kneeling soldier with dog 
tags in hand, holding a rifle 
with bayonet stuck in the 
ground and with helmet over 
the stock, depicting a fallen 
soldier, The scroll at the 
bottom reads, "In memoriam 
to those gallant men who paid 
the supreme sacrifice for 
freedom at Kwajalein" 



Okinawa cont. 

A picture (August 1944, 
Oahu) of the nine Field Ar
tillery officers heading up the 
nine Naval Shore Fire Con
trol teams of the 75th JASCO 

• (Joint Assault Signal Com
pany); each accompanied 
an infantry battalion of the 
7th Infantry Division during 
the amphibious phase of the 
Leyla campaign and during 
the entire 82 days of the 
Okinawa campaign. They 
performed the duty of For
ward Observer, using the 
guns of battleships, cruisers, 
and destroyers as "floating 
field artillery batteries." 

Naval gunfire was em
ployed longer and in greater 
quantities during the battle 

of Okinawa than in any other in history - of the 513,650 large caliber 
naval shells (5" to 16") expended during the period of 2 Apr. - 24 
June, 112728 (22%) were called in by these men in direct support 
of the 7th Division infantry. Unffs they were attached to indicated in 
front of name. 
Front Row, left to right: 17-3 Frank L. Quinn, 32-1 William N. 
Walker, 184-1 Lee W. Schimpf, 17-1 Edward V. Tracy, (Leyte only, 
w~h 7ID Hq. during Okinawa campaign.), 17-1 Raymond H. Beman. 
Second Row: 184-3 Charles M. Tierman, 17-2 Albert T. Waintrobb. 
Back Row: 184-2 Earl L. Frank, 32-2 Louis J. Walls, 32-3 Sterling 
W. Jones. 

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INFANTRY DIVISION 
Office of the Commanding General 

TO THE MEN ANO OFFICERS OF THE SEVENTH DIVISION 

Attu, Kwajalein, and Leyte have become a part of history. 
It has been said that the critical Battle for the Uberation of the 

Philippines was fought on Leyte. We, the Seventh Division, feel intense pride 
in having freed two-thirds of the Island from Japanese destination in a one 
hundred and ten day campaign which was highlighted by four major 
engagements. 

The Seventh Division had immense power when it landed on the Dulag 
beaches five months ago. On Leyte, some of the best trained and most 
spirited troops of the Imperial Japanese Army could not stand against us. We 
have benefited by our experience. There is no Division in the entire 
Japanese Army capable of matching our improved teamwork or withstand
ing our increased power. 

We are approaching a new target, the early seizure of which is more 
important than any of our past operations in the defeat of the Japanese. 
Supported by the most powerful Navy that the world has ever seen, we will 
take from them a large land mass close to their homeland. From its airbases 
our planes can subject their cities to daily poundings: our Navy can erase 
their shipping from the seas and seal off their empire. We will open the door 
to the final and conclusive campaigns of the Pacific War. 

This Division will make the main effort of the Corps, and for the first time 
in its history will fight shoulder to shoulder with the United States Marines. 
The First Marine Division will support our left and the Ninety-Sixth Army 
Division ourright. We will set the pace for the Tenth Army in a successful and 
vitally important operation. 

We have confidences in our team, our teammates, and ourselves. We 
have pride in the strength of the Division. We are confident of our success. 

To every man and officer of this Division, I wish Godspeed. 

is/ A V Annold 
Major General, USA 
Commanding 

~-------------7th Division Cemetery, Okinawa 
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HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INFANTRY DIVISION 
Office of the Commanding General 

APO? 

21 June 1945 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN 
OF THE SEVENTH DIVISION 

After 82 days of the toughest fighting American Ground 
Forces have ever had, the Okinawa Campaign ends officially 
today. In this battle, as in its previous three campaigns of World 
War II, the Seventh Division has done a magnificent job. 

We landed on April 1st, and a day later we were the first 
Division to reach the east shore. 

We turned south and pushed through the Japanese pre
pared positions on Pinnacle Rock, Red Hill, Tomb Hill, Skyline 
Ridge, Ouki Hill, and Hill 178. We advanced against the north 
slopes of Conical Hill and the Shuri Defenses until the 96th 
Division took over. 

After a ten day rest, on the night of May 21-22, we moved 
through Yonabaru, took Chestnut Hill, Juniper Hill and Bamboo 
Ridge. After capturing Mabel Hill, we attacked south over Hills 
181 and 152, Walnut and Squirrel Hills and Hill 197. On 5 June, 
we were the first to reach the south shore which cut southern 
Okinawa in two. We cleaned up the Chinen Peninisula and then 
started west for the final drive. We took the Escarpment in a night 
attack. With flame thrower hose we captured Hill 95 and Hill 115. 
We took Hill 153; which the Commanding General of the 32nd 
Japanese Army described as the essential point at which the final 
destiny of the entire Army must be decided. We fought to the sea 
against desperate and fanatical resistance and at 1500 on June 
20th, climbed Hill 89 on the shore. In the final nine days of the 
campaign, the Division accounted for 7,925 Japs. In the entire 
campaign, Jap casualties at our hands were 24,166 killed, and 
880 prisoners taken. We have done our full share in this 
operation, and now can rest on our achievements. 

After a short mopping-up period, the Division will enter on a 
period of rest and relaxation which it well deserves. This rehabili
tation period will be long so that each and every man may recover 
fully from the strain of the past several months. 

We can conclude this operation with pride in our achieve· 
ments as voiced by a broadcaster who said that the Seventh 
Division was the fightingest, toughest, wisest, and all round best 
Division in the Army today. 

I want to express my admiration and congratulate every 
officer and man for his contribution to th& development of the 
finest and smoothest working team, the Seventh Division. 

C.V. Arnold 
Major General, U.S.A. 
Commanding 
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I 31st Inf. Keg. Reunion I 

Norvill B. Finney writes to say their unit reunion held in Lawton, 
OK in June was attended by a great bunch of the fellows and their 
wives. They had a nice tour of Indian City USA and the Holy City. 
The banquet Saturday was very enjoyable and attended by about 
100. The ladies were entertained evenings by playing bingo. Many 
of the attendees were POW's from the Philippines (Bataan 1942) 
with a goodly number of Chasin vets. The Sterling Silver Punch 
Bowl with officers names on the cups was a sight to see. The 
reunion next year will be at Fort Benning, date to be announced. 

Provided is a brief background on the 31st Inf. with help from 
James Dill: The 31st Inf. was organized Jan. 9, 1916 in the 
Philippines Is. lnWWlitwasassignedtoSiberia. WWII it saw action 
in the Philippines including the defense of Bataan. Surrendered to 
the Japanese Imperial Army April 9, 1942 and participated in the well 
known Bataan Death March. Was assigned to the 7ID Feb. 19, 1946 
in Korea, replacing the 184th Inf. Reg., whose colors were returned 
to California. The Sterling Silver Bowl was acquired in Shanghi, 
China in the early '30's. It was buried in the Philippines before the 
surrender and was retrieved by a survivor after the war. For the 
1941/42 battle in the Philippines the 31st was awarded the Distin
guished Unit Citation 1941, Unit Citation Bataan, Citation for De
fense of the Philippines. 

The original Shanghai Bowl with its 65 matching cups and 
Bataan colors are presently housed in the 2d Infantry Division 
museum at Camp Casey, Korea. 

The colors and the Shanghai Bowl were brought to Ft. Sill 
Lawton Oklahoma by members of the 4th Battalion (M) 31st Infantry 
in April of 1987. Editor. 

Philippine Medals. 3 different medals are authorized for the 
Philippines for the period Dec. 8, 1941. (1) Philippine Defense 
Medal for the period 12-8-41 to 6-15-42. (2) Philippine Liberation 
Medal for the period 10-17-44 to 9-3-45. (3) Philippine Indepen
dence Medal for recipients of both the Philippine Defense and the 
Philippine Liberation Medals. 

3rd Battalion, 32nd Infantry 
to Furl Colors 

Word has been received from L TC Kenneth M. Obermeyer, 
Battalion Commander, that the 3rd Bn., 32nd Inf., Ft. Benning, GA, 
will be inactivated effective 17 Dec. 94. The source is Permanent 
Orders 59-3, Hdqrs. United States Army Training and Doctrine, Ft. 
Monroe, VA, dated 9 June 94. 

MG John M. Hightower: "My disappointment over that decision 
knows no bounds. When it takes place, two of the finest regiments 
in the Army, the 23rd Infantry, in which I commanded the 1st 
Battalion in WW II, andthe32nd Infantry, which I commanded in the 
Korean war, will have marched proudly, albeit reluctantly, into 
history. lwill forever be gratefulfortheprivilege of having commanded 
the 32nd Infantry in combat and of now being its Honorary Colonel. 
It has covered itself wrth glory in Peace and War for 78 years. 

On beha~ of all of us who served in that gallant Regiment, 
which will all too soon fold and retire its colors, I thank all of you who 
have served it most recently, for your splendid performance of duty 
at Fort Benning." 

Sadly, we have watched other fine units furl their colors in the 
last several years. To my knowledge this leaves only Company A. 



13th engineers on active duty of the units who were part of the 
7th ID in WW II/ Korea. (I have learned that perhaps the 4th 
Bn. 17th Infantry is on duty in Alaska.) The 32nd Inf. Reg., 
called the Queen's Own Regiment", was activated August 3, 
1916 in the Territory of Hawaii. The Hawaii Queen Lililoukalani 
came out of retirement to present the colors to the Regiment. 
-Editor. 

7th Inf. Div. Mini Reunion 
7th Inf. Div. Mini Reunion was hosted by Jean and Leo 
Gillespie September 9-11, 1994, Winterset, Iowa. 

Leo reports 87 veterans and wives attended, and a great 
time was had by all. The group conducted tours to covered 
bridges, John Wayne's birthplace, Geo. Washington Catve(s 
Park, an old stone one•room school house and other historical 
sights. 

He reports the Friday night picnic was great, with good food 
and fellowship. For entertainment, Leo formed a quartetconsisting 
of himself, Gilbert Nelson, Hja!mer Rassmussen and Doc Winjum. 
Great-going, Leo, send me a tape so we all can enjoy these 
talents. Next years site has not been decided. 

I 7th Inf. Med. 
Detachment Reunion 

Pictured here are vets of Med. Det. 17th Inf. L to R; Mills Stephens, John Klasen, Wayne Stapleton, Harry Warmbier, Lou Kolb. The 
reunion was at the home of Harry & Dorothy Warmbier (Ohio) Aug. 26-27, 1994. Those attending in addition to the above; Clara Klasen 
(Ill.), Cora Stapleton (Fla), Evelyn Kolb (OH), Estelle Stephens (N.C.) and guests Jack & Margaret Stewart (N.C.) 

A good time was enjoyed by all with a buffet dinner at our host's home; watching VCR tapes Saturday while the ladies shopped; dinner 
at a chinese restaurant Saturday evening followed by the Show Boat theatre where we were treated to the music of Rogers & Hammerstein. 

The Warmbier's invited us back next year for the month of July. 

A Cinch To Win 
When I arrived at Ft. Ord during trhe Korean War, the camp 

was alive with soldiers taking their training among the sandy fields, 
learning to kill or be killed. 

Some men in uniform were not drafted, but volunteered and 
became RA's. They were young, some only 17yearsold and gung
ho for excitement, and that Hfe was a great adventure. It was up 
to them to meet that adventure to the best of their ability. These 
young recruits who fought in Korea were inexperienced to the ways 
of battle, but they learned quickly. 

Men who went into service came from different backgrounds 
and walks of life. But the Army was a common meeting ground. 
When it came to the battlefields, it did not mailer what they were 
in civilian life; their survival. depended on how they handled 
themselves in action, and equally vital were the actions of the men 
next to them. 

Bonds were formed under conditions such as these, and for 
civilians who did not serve in the military, these relations are 
difficult to understand. 

Following basic, thousands of us trainees were sent to Korea, 
and It was there I joined Item Co., 31st Inf., 7th Division. While 
serving with the 7 ID, •The Natural A Cinch To Win"would become 
a memory embedded in my mind as much as anything else in 
Korea. 

Korea was not a popular war, it has been written. Most 
soldiers who fought in that mountainous region did so without 
notable enthusiasm, asking ourselves why were we over there. At 
least that was the question that I asked myself. But with the 
passage of time we realize that the 7th Division played a historical 
roll in fighting the spread of communism there in that small country. 

During WW II most men spent a few years together, as they 
trained and fought in the same unit and became very close. In 
Korea, they would assemble us and say 'look to your left, look to 
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- Joseph A. Scheubet. I/31st lnf. 

your right, do not even bother to get to know their names, because 
tomorrow they may not be here. However, some were able to 
remain together long enough to form bonds that time and distance 
could not destroy. For my service time in Korea It became the most 
memorable time of my life, and the men that I became acquainted 
with would remain with me for over 40 years. The stories of Korea 
and the battles there have been told and retold. But with the 
passage of time, it has become known as "The Forgollen Wat", 
but fort he thousands of us who fought those bloody battles up and 
down the mountains, we have not forgotten, nor will we ever 
forget. It was the first war to end in a stalemate, and the first to not 
have the full support of the American people. 

WW II, Korea and Ft. Ord are all history. The Farewell 
Ceremony for the 71D (L) Garrison Change of Command was held 
at Ft. Ord 8/9/93. In the years t 950-53, the Division fought in 
Korea 805 days. 

The 7th Inf. Div. Assn. is a social organization to reunite 
buddies who served together. Reunions have been held in 
various cities of many years for veterans of the 7th to get together 
and hash over old times and to remember fallen buddies. I 
attended my first reunion in 1985 and it along with each reunion I 
have attended since has been a success. The dozen or so men 
who attended in Little Rock from I/31st Inf. was the largest since 
my appearance in '85. 

In 1995thereunionwillbe held in Knoxville, TN. NOW IS THE 
TIME to start making plans to attend. There are events at the 
reunion for the entire family, with many sites to see. Let's make 
this reunion a record breaking reunion. Contact your buddies 
whom you fought, slept, and ate with, and meet at the Knoxville 
reunion before the sands of time close out our life as time did for 
Ft. Ord. (It was necessary that Joe's very good article be reduced 
substantially due to space limitations. -Editor)-See photo pge. 13 



THE KWAJALEIN COMMEOKATION 
My Experience There 

I was honored by an invitation to attend the COMMEMO
RATION OF THE BATTLE OF KWAJALEIN on rt's 50th ANN I
VERSARY. My expenses were paid by the U.S. Army, Pacific. 
My travel orders from the Department of the Army read in part, 
"You are invited and authorized to travel from Little Rock, AR to 
Honolulu, HI, to the Republic of the Marshall Islands" and 
return. I flew American Air Lines to Honolulu, and from Honolulu 
to and from Kwajalein in the C-20 jet of the Commanding 
General U.S. Army Pacific. The C-20 appeared to have the 
capacity to seat about a dozen people, by my count there were 
ten of us, including L TG Lionetti, U.S. Army Space and Strategic 
Defense Command, BG Imai, U.S. Army Pacmc, BG Kealoha, 
U.S. Air Force, Capt. Rao, U.S. Coast Guard, 1 LTTanji, Ken· 
Bailey (Col. Rel.), U.S. Army Pacific, Ron Bright, 111th HI NG 
band, two newsmen and myself. Kwaj. is the other side of the 
international date line, 2,400 miles SW of Honolulu. We left 
Honolulu Feb. 3rd at 10:00 a.m. and arrived in the Marshallsthe 
same day, Feb.4th. 

Our first stop was at Majaro, the capitol of the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, where we were met by Ambassador David 
C. Fields. This self-governed country was recognized by the 
United States May 1, 1979. Majaro is an atoll about 200 miles 
from Kwaj. The Marshal!s are comprised of 34 atolls and major 
islands. Nearly three-fourths of the population lives on Majaro 
and Ebeye. Both Marshallese and English are the official 
languages. Kawajalein Is. is a component of the U.S. Army 
Space and Strategic Defense Command. It is the world's 
premier range tor strategic and tactical missile testing and 
space operations. Kwaj. Atoll is the wodds largest atoll, 

Feb. 5th we proceeded to the capitol complex for a parade, 
followed by a memorial service (six speakers) and laying of 
wreaths. The planned parachute jump by personnel from 
Okinawa was cancelled due to high winds. Several landed out 
in the ocean on a practice jump earlier. We were served lunch 
at Peace Park, which had been erected by the Japanese 
Government. An inscription at a memorial there read: "IN 
MEMORY OF THOSE WHO SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES IN 
THE ISLANDS AND SEAS OF THE EAST PACIFIC DURING 
WW II IN DEDICATION TO WORLD PEACE." That evening we 
watched a tremendous display of fireworks. 

Feb. 6 was the date iorthe com memoratlon ceremonies 
and memorial service at Roi-Namur in honor of the 4th Marine 
Division who took the northern part of the atoll. I shall limit my 
comments on this ceremony as it is a repetition of the Kwajalein 
ceremony, of which I will deal with in more detail. I will add this, 
Cai. (Ref.) Ken Bailey and I laid a wreath representing !he 
Association of the U.S. Army, both giving a snappy salute. 

On Kwaj., we were assigned mobile homes, very nice; 
each contained two bedrooms, one on each end, with a kitchen 
and living room in the center. Two of us were assigned to each 
mobile home. It was just a short walk across the parade ground 
to the cafeteria and central to most activities. That evening, we 
were treated by the veterans organization of Kwaj. wrth a 
barbecue. 

Feb. 7, the first item of the day was the Kwajalein Memorial 
Service. This was held at the flag pole, which is near the beach, 
making an excellent setting. The colors were posted, as they 
were for each of the four soldiers form Company A, 13th 
Engineers, 7th Inf. Div. (L), Ft. Lewis, Washington. I had been 

• MAURICE REEVES 

Maurice Reeves delivering remarks at Commemoration Serv. on 
50th Anniversary of battle of Kwajalein, Feb. 7, 1994. 

Color bearers from 13th Engrs. 

informed last fall the Army color guard would be from the 13th Engrs., 
which by the way is the only unit on active duty with the Division who 
participated in the battle. The service was due to start at 8:00 a.m. The 
United States and Republic of Marshall Is. National Anthems were 
played by the 111 Army Band. The invocation given by Fa!her Hatcher. 
Tom Rogers and Roy Clemens gave the historical perspective (acting 
the part of a soldier assaulting the beach- they also did this for the 
marines at Roi-Namur}. Remarks were given by: Ambassador Fields, 
US Ambassador to RMI; and RMI representative; BG Imai, US Army 
Pacific; BG Kealoha, US Air Forces; Maurice Reeves, 7th Inf. Div. and 
7th Inf. Div. Assoc.; L TG Lionetti, Comander US Army Space and 
Strategic Defense Command, followed by the placing of wreaths by each 
of the above representing their branch of the service or government. 

.Other wreath layings were by Capt. Rao, U.S. Coast Guard, Ken Bailey 
(Col. Ret.)Assoc. of US Army, Maurice Reeves and Robert Cherry, Kwaj. 
veterans (Cherry was a bomber pilot for the Kwaj. campaign}. This was 
followed by the rifle volley, Kwaj. veterans unit, taps by the 111th Army 
Band, then the Marine Hymn and Army Song by the 111th band. 
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The Kwajalein 
Commemoration cont. 

Following the ceremony, 
pictures were taken, including 
group shots of veterans only of 
the Kwaj. campaign, veterans 
and their families, and then 
veterans with their families plus 
all personnel involved in the 
commemoration. The location 
was excellent with a good 
background of the blue ocean 
and an artillery piece. During 
one of the group pictures, I 
asked SSG Braden, 13th 
Engrs., to extend the colors of 
the 7th Inf. Div. so it could be 
seen. As a result, the 7th Div. 
colors shows up very good in 
this one picture. 

We then adjourned to the 
chapel for the Stained Window 
unveiling. This must be seen 

Maurice Reeves standing on the beach on Kwajalein near where the 71D landed February 1, 1994 

with the sun shining through it lo be appreciated. (See photo on 
page 15) I have a good picture of the window. II shows a kneeling 
soldier/marine holding a rifle. The US flag is shown prominently. 
The hourglass logo of the 7ID is at the lop and the Marine 4th Div. 
logo is below the soldier. The soldier is holding three dog-tags. One 
was donated by a marine who participated in the battle, one donated 
by a navy veteran who was with the underwater demolition team, 
and the other was found on the Kwaj. battlefield worn by a soldier, 
Johnny C. Ballew SN 3 56 09 44, presumably KIA. 

Picnic in the park followed with stands offering various foods 
and souvenir items. ltrwas very picturesque. I believe every native 
in the islands was there. One could see boat loads arriving for the 
festivities, and leaving afterwards. 

The parade was scheduled for 11 :00 a.m. The marine, Ric 
Sorenson, Robert Cherry, the bomber pilot and myself led the 
parade on a float behind the colors and the 111th band. Our float 
contained a large sign on each side with these words, "USKA 
SALUTES THE 50th COMMEMORATION". USKA is for US Army 
Kwaj. Atoll. There were a number of outstanding floats. I think every 

vehicle that could move was in the parade. The streets were lined 
with spectators. 

In early afternoon, three newsmen (see picture) drove me to the 
part of the island where we landed on February 1, 1944. The Army 
had extended the island for several hundred yards beyond where we 
first set foot on land. We found a beach near that area that appeared 
to be like the beach where we landed. The newsmen proceeded to 
take pictures and interview me, recording what I had to say. I had 
gotten a good sunburn these several days near the equator, and 
standing on this coral beach, my condition got worse. 

A lone parachutist was flown from Okinawa for a 10,000 foot 
jump. His target was home base on the soft ball field - he hit iton the 
button. This chutist was using the rectangular chute, which can be 
maneuvered and controlled. 

The last event involved local talent consisting of native choirs 
and dancers, Kwaj. local government choir, DoD show, Kwaj. High 
School Concert Band, and others. At the conclusion of the talent 
show, Col. Crosby Hazel, Kwaj. Is. Commander, presented each of 
us a 16 x 20 beautiful framed picture of Kwajalein. Mine contained 

the following inscription: 
PRESENTED 7 FEBRU
ARY 1994 IN RECOGNI
TION AND APPRECIA
TION FOR THE PARTICI
PATION OF THE 7th IN
FANTRY DIVISION AS
SOCIATION IN THE 
COMMEMORATION OF 
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE LIBERATION OF 
KWAJALEIN ATOLL. 

At 4:00 p.m. we went 
back aboard the USS 
Fletcher which was now 
moored in the lagoon at 
dock side. Again, food in 
abundance was served. 
The 111 th band played 
music as we mingled and 
visited for several hours. 

Vets of 7ID and 4 MD, their wives and others, Lt. Gen. D.M. Uonette (right standing), M.H. Reeves, representing 
7ID (center sitting) Sorenson, representin9 4 MD to my left. 50th Anniversary on Kwaj. ls. February 7, 1994 

Words can hardly de
scribe this tremendous 
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The Kwajalein Commeoration cont. l/l!!!!!J!ti 
celebration that commemorated the 50th Anniversary of the'®, 
KwaJalein battle. The people involved In making it a huge 
success made us veterans feel special. This included the four 
general officers, Col. Hazel, Capt. Cox and many others. It 
goes without saying Kwaj. Is. nothing like it was the last time 
we saw it in 1944. Coconut trees line the streets and yards. 
These, of course, were planted some 40-50 years ago. 
Automobiles are not allowed on Kwajalein Island, except 
government vehicles. Everyone rides bicycles to move about 
the island. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, U.S. AfW't KWAJALEIN ATOLL 

aox 2e, APO Al' IMU!I 

April 6, 1994 

We were due to depart for Honolulu aboard the C-20 at 
8:00 a.m. Col. Hazel was there to see us off and presented 
each of us with gifts. Mine was a framed certificate worded as 
follows: CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION, MAURICE 
REEVES, PRESENTED 7 FEBRUARY 1994 IN RECOGNI
TION AND APPRECIATION FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 
50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD WAR II BA TILES AT 
KWAJALEIN AND ROI NAMUR IN THE MARSHALL IS
LANDS, Signed by Crosby E. Hazel, Col. EN Commanding. In 
the left lower corner opposite Col. Hazel's signature: U.S. 
Army Kwajalein Atoll Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the 
seal of of each in the upper corners of the certificate. 

We lifted off from Kwaj. at about 8:30 a.m. February 8, 
arriving in Honolulu at about 1 :00 p.m. February 7, gaining a 
day and two hours. I was favored with two nights in Honolulu 
and assigned a driver and van. One of the places I visited was 
Schofield Barracks. Here again, nothing is the same. I 
couldn't find our old barracks, but the Quads are still there. I 
departed Honolulu at 6:00 p.m. February 9th and arrived I 
Little Rock at 8:05 a .. m February 1oth - solid ice on the 
ground. It was an experience I will never forget. 

- MBurice Reeves 

Mr. Maurice H. Reeves, President 
7th Infantry Division Association 
7303 "H" Street 
Little Rock, AR 72205-2636 

Dear Mr. Reeves: 

Thank you for the generous and heartfelt thoughts you 
recently conveyed to me concerning this Command and those of 
USAKA responsible for producing a very successful WWII 50th 
Anniversary Co1112Z1emoration of the Battles of Roi, Namur, and 
KWajalein Islands. 

You share in the pride I hold for the folks who make up this 
award-winning Army Community ot Excellence. The entire USAKA 
family is delighted to realize how well its efforts were received 
by the veterans for whom this historical event was planned and 
carried out. 

I am happy to report that the 50th Anniversary Commemoration 
video tape is completed and is being duplicated. Your copy is 
enclosed. Our veterans will be first to receive their copies. We 
were overwhelmed to receive orders for more than 600 copies of 
the video. Please accept our apology for the time it has taken 
to reproduce the quantity of tap9s involved. We hope that you 
will treasure your video as you do your framed photograph of 
Kwajalein and Certificate of Appreciation. But most of all, we 
hope that your personal memories of these islands will be 
everlastingly good, proud, and honorably satisfying for you, 
your family, and your friends. 

Our Nation shall always be grateful to you and your comrades 
for the sacrifices you made here a half-century ago. You secured 
the freedoms we enjoy today. And for that, we will forever be 
indebted. 

Thank you again for your kind letter, and for the integral 
role you played in this historical Commemoration. 

Sincerely, 

,,-, ¼~4 {,' I.I, zr,:_, 
('A. 'Crosby E . HXl 

Colonel, U.S. Army, 
Commanding 

Veterans fire rifle salute to honor veterans of the battle of Kwajalein at the 50th Anniversary 
of that battle at the Commemoration on Kwajalein February 7, 1994. 
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The Japanese Diary - Attu 

These are the diary writer's exact words, except I have omitted portions because of lack of space. Russell May, 21 
32 sent me the copy• thanks, Russell. Following the diary is an interesting article on the Japanese Dr. 's Bible. 

EXCERPTS FROM THE JAP DIARY 
of Dr. Paul Nabao Tatsuguchi 

{5/12 (1943). Americans land Massacre Bay, 20 boats, unload 
heavy equipment. 

5/13 US forces advance, land at Shiba Dai, we capture 20 rifles, 15 
patients to hospital. 

5114. Continuous flow of wounded, US forces use gas but no 
damage because of wind (editor: no gas used by US). 

5/15 Facial expressions of wounded soldiers from West Arms is 
tense. 

5/16 The fate of East Arms is decided, so burned documents & 
prepared to destroy patients. At that moment orders to proceed to 
Chichagob Harbor air raid, took rufuge in former field hosp. cave. 

5117 Left the cave under cover of darkness wlpatient on stretcher 
over muddy road in fog. Sat down after 21-30 steps. Patient does 
not move, is frost-bitten. MetsectorCommanderCol. Yamsaki. The 
pass is straight line, no width w/steep incline. Sitting on (my) butt & 
lifting feet, I slide smoothly & change direction with the sword. Time 
expended, 9 hrs. wlo leaving any patients, opened new field hosp. 

5/18 Abandoned E. & W. Arms, 60 wounded to f. hosp. Heard the 
enemy landed at Chicago Harbor. Combat ready, have 2 grenades. 

5119 Told lo translate a field order, presumed dropped by enemy 
officer, ordered to evaluate map sketch of Massacre & Holtz Bay 
which was in possession of Capt. Robert J. Edward, Adj. of Col. 
Smith. 

5120 The hard fighting of our 303rd Bn. Massacre Bay is fierce. 
Captured enemy weapon & have used that to fight. Mowed down 1 o 
enemy closing in under fog. 

5/21 Was strafed when amputating a patients' arm. Enemy plane 
is a Martin, Nervousness of our CO is severe & he has said his last 
word to his officer &NCO's, that he will die tomorrow, gave all his 
articles away. 

5123 17 friendly medium naval bombers destroy a cruiser off shore. 
Naval gun fire destroyed tent pole of patient & tent gave in, 2 die, 
0200-1600 stayed in fox-holes. Days rations 1.5 lbs. nothing else. 
Everybody licked around for food & stole everything they could. 51 
22 0600 air raid again, 1 killed, 1 wounded in right thigh & fractured 
arm. 

5/24 Sleeted, extremely cold, Naval gunfire caused mud & rocks to 
fly all around, the roof fell down. A medical man dies instantly from 
penetration of shrapnel of the heart. 

5125 Bombardment, trench warfare, the worst is yet to come, cannot 
fully accommodate all patients. Am suffering from diarrhea. 
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5/26 Misumi barracks blew up from gunfire, consciousness becomes 
vague, strafing planes hit next room, my room a mess, a ceremony 
of Granting of Imperial Edict. We hope for reinforcements, will die 
for cause of Imperial Edict. 

5127 Diarrhea continues, pain severe, took everything from pills, 
opium, morphine & then slept. Strafing planes broke roof, less than 
1,000 left of more than 2,000. Wounded from coast defense, field 
hosp., field post office & the rest are on front line. 

5/28 Only Fuji completely annihilated. I wonder if commander 
Yonegawn & men are still living, other companies completely 
annhiliated except one, half of Sector Hdqrs. was blown away. 
Heard that 400 shots of morphine given to severly wounded & killed 
them. 

5/29 At 2000 o'clock assembled in front of hdqrs., the last assault 
to be carried out. All patients in hosp. were made to commit suicide. 
Only 33 years of living & I am to die here, I have no regrets. Banzai 
to Emperor. I am grateful that I kept the peace in my soul which 
Ehkist bestowed upon me. At 1800 took care of all patients with 
grenades. Good by T aeke, my beloved wife who loved meto the last. 
Until we meet again, greet you God-speed. Misada, who just 
became 4 years old, will gow up unhindered. I feel sorryforTokiko, 
born last Feb., without seeing your father. (said goodby to other 
family members). The number participating in the attack is a little 
over 1,000 to take enemy artillery position. It seems the enemy is 
expecting all out attack. 

(Dr. Tatsuguchi graduated from Pacific Union College Med. dept., 
Agwin, Calif., 5115129, attended College of Med. evangelist, 911133 
to 6/37, received Calif. Med. license 9/8139. The diary was trans
lated by Hd. qtrs Landing Force, Office of Asst. Chiefof Staff, G-2, 
Massacre Valley, Attu Is., June 1, 1943. Soldier May says he 
received a copy from friend who was with the hdqrs. unit. Editor) 

NOWPAYATTENTION ... 
to these words from Ed Dickinson, 49/FA. 

Following the Commemoration on the 50th anniversary of the 
Attu Battle, I wrote an account of the event, and it was published in 
the '93 newsletter. In that account I mentioned meeting the daughter 
of the Japanese doctor, the one he mentioned in his diary as never 
having seen, Tokiko, now Mrs. Laura Tatsuguchi Davis living in 
California. 

Alvin Koeppe, N32, (Attu, Kwaj., Leyte, Okinawa) wrote Ed 
Dickinson requesting Laura's address, as he had found her father's 
(theJap Dr.) Bible back there 50 years ago & wished to give itto her. 
The Dr. was a Christian and the Bible had been given to him by 
Laura's mother. Ed heard from Laura after she received the Bible. 
She & mother were thrilled to receive it. The Bible still had a pressed 
flower & a picture of Laura's mother. 



'Ifie 'forgotten 
Lost in the miadle of nowhere 
'l(prea is the spot, 
'We are Gauna to serve our tour 
In the {ana tfiat tfie Lora forgot. 

'IJown in the rice paaaies ana mountains 
'IJown wfiere a man gets 6{ue, 
'IJown in the miaa{e of nowhere 
a mi{fion mi{es from you. 

You sweat, you freeze, you sfiiiier 
It's more tfian a man can stana, 
'We 're not a 6uncfi of convicts 
'We 're aefenaers of our fana. 

'E,arning our montfi{y pay 
(juaraing peop{e witfi mi{{ions 
!For two ana a fia{f a aay. 

Living here in memories 
'Waiting to see our gals, 
Jfoping wfii{e we are away 
'lfiey fiaven't marriea our pals. 

!Few peop{e k,now we e;,dst 
5'Lna few give a aamn, 
5'L(tfioll£!fi we seem fmgotten 
'We 6efong to 'llnc{e Sam. 

'When we get to _'/{eaven 
St. Peter wi{{ sure{y ydl 
'Were comes the 6oys from 'l(prea
'lfiey've servea their time in Jfe!L" 

Submitted by Hobert ffoxie, 17th Inf. 
who said he came across it in Korea 
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P:FC <J?.g6ert J-io;,je 
6y a camP.fire in 'l(prea 

Spec 'n' Spam: 

Quick - how many cans of Spam 
has Hormel sold since inventing the, 
er, food in 1937? The 5 billionth can 
has already rolled off the line. It seems 
the often-maligned popular World War 
II soldier's grub still has a place in the 
pantry. Nearly four cans per second 
are consumed in this country, the com
pany says, "It's shelf-stable," notes a 
Hormel spokeswoman. "A lot of people 
just like to have it around." But what, 
exactly is spam?" Pure pork with some 
spices, the company says. Will you -
Can you - ever forget it? 

(Snitched from 24 IDA Taro Leaf) 



Waiting In Line 

On February 14th, '41 ... 
I staned looking at another sun. 
I just started soldiering at this time 
and that's when I started - "waiting in line." 

They asked me questions, from morning till night, 
and the clothes they gave me, fit too tight. 
Even after the Corporal's;" Take your time, 
you'll get a good fit if you just - "wait in line." 

Then over to the barracks, that seemed so bare, 
but later turned out, to be pretty fair 
The sergeant, he promised: "You'll really sleep fine, 
but to draw your blankets go - "wait the line." 

The sergeant, he taught us how to make a bed, 
while we were wondering, will we ever get fed. 
Well; finally he quit, and yelled, "It's chow time, 
go down to the mess hall and - 'fall in the line." 

Now you can do this - but you can1 do that, 
and when you salute, fingers tip your hat. 
And they talked and talked, till their thoughts were mine 
and even for this we - "waited in line." 

Now, after duty, you can to to the show, or go to the canteen, 
for ice-cream like snow. 
So go do what you want, the night is your time, 
but all if it's spent - "waiting in line." 

When we were being shipped off to war, 
I thought certain they'd stop having this law. 
But before boarding the boats, they checked us real fine, 
and for hours and hours we - "waited in line." 

With the inspections we have, all things must be pat, 
for the eyes of some Army brassy "brass hat." 
And whenever they come, they don1 give us time, 
for to shave and to wash, we must -"wait in line." 

All day we work hard, and the weeks are so long. 
And the Army's one pay day, we think is all wrong. 
But when it arrives, we all feel just fine, 
still, to draw our "mazooma" we must - "wait in line." 

There's no place in the Army, that this isn1 so, 
be tt Army Headquarters or camp movie show. 
Whether your sleeping or working or starting to dine, 
everyone at the same time is - "waiting in line." 

And when this is over, and homeward we come. 
I'll still make a wager, that some silly bum; 
will tell all the papers; "Oh, we're treated just fine." 
No mention at all of the - "waiting in line." 

But the day will be here, I'm certain of that, 
when I can take off my green soldier's hat. 
And then with my "papers", all tied up with twine 
It's goodbye to the Army, and the - "waiting in line." 
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HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH INFANTRYDIVISION 
APO? 

c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California 

13 May 1944 

To the Men of the Seventh Division 
The Attu Anniversary review, held 11 May 1944, at Schofield 

Barracks, Oahu, T.H., was well done. 

Things for which we may justly be proud are: 
The feeling of mounting strength and power as the entire Division 
assembled, and the sense of accomplishment as veterans, 14,000 
strong, of three campaigns, Attu, Kiska, and Kwajalein, massed on 
the field at one time for Review. 

The fine appearance of each individual man, -- clean, precise, 
soldierly. 

The superior coordination and teamwork shown by the splen
didly executed right turn as the Division moved from line to column, 
and the immaculate precision and uniformity displayed as the units 
passed the Reviewing stand, 

The impression of power of the rank and file that spectators 
received as they watched fighting men parade, and the enthusiasm 
expressed by the spectators in recognition of each unit as it passed. 

The honor bestowed the Division by the presence of Admiral 
Nimitz, the Reviewing Officer, Lieut. General Robert C. Richardson, 
Admiral Spruance, Vice Admiral Turner, Lieut. Genera/Smith, Major 
General Hodge, Vice Admiral Ghormley, Vice Admiral Calhoun, and 
other military and civilian dignitaries. 

May I join with you in being proud of the Seventh Infantry 
Division for its significant past, its splendid present, and its confident 
future. 

A.V. Arnold 
Brigadier General, U.S.A. 
Commanding 

"AKIR.ANG" 
The Official Marching Song of the 

7th Inf. Div. (Light) 

"lfold your bayonets high. 
!'or I'reedom's light will never die. 

Shout for victory and 
Sing a song that men are free. 

I am the bayonet; 
Place your trust in me. 

Nold your bayonets high, 
So freedom's light will never die,· 

"THE ARMY SONG" 
'first to fight for the right, and to build the nation's might, 

And the Anny goes rolling along. 
.Proud of all we have done, fighting U/ the battle's won. 

And the Anny goes rolling along. 
Then it's Ifi! lfil Ifey! The Anny's on its way. 

Count off the cadence loud and strong! (two, three) 
r'or where 'er we go, you will always know 

That the Anny goes rolling along, 
And the Anny goes roJJing 



Schedule Of Events 

Thurs., June 1 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Registration, Lobby, Holiday Inn World's Fair. Pick up your packet. Packet will include tour and 
bus tickets, banquet and breakfast tickets. 

Fri. June 2 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. Registration for late arrivals. 

Sat., June 3 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Visit Oak Ridge (Museum of Science & Energy) and Museum of Appalachia. At Oak Ridge, we will 
see "Little Boy", a replica of the first atomic bomb dropped on Japan. Here's where it all began, the research into fission, 
fusion and other sources of energy. Established in the early war years of 1942 forthe sole purpose of demonstrating the 
feasibility of producing plutonium from uranium, needed to produce the atomic bomb. 
Lunch at Museum of Appalachia 11 :45 a.m. This museum is a little mountain village, the most authentic and complete 
replica of pioneer Appalachia in America. It reflects the rich culture and heritage of the people in these mountain areas. 
It covers 65 acres and includes a Craft and gift Shop. 

6:30 - 11 :30 p.m. Banquet, Convention Center, Holiday Inn W.F. 

7:30 - 830 a.m. Breakfast, Convention Center, Holiday Inn world's Fair 

8:45 - 10:45 a.m. General membership business meeting in breakfast area. 
Election of officers/board of governors, selection of next reunion site and other business .. . voting members only. 

9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Shopping at Outlet stores at Pigeon Forge. This huge Factory Outlet Mall contain clothing for all 
family members, linens, bath items, crystal china, jewelry, kitchenware, etc. Lunch at the Apple Barn on the banks of 
Pigeon Forge River and nestled in the midst of apple orchards. Their apple fritters alone are worth the trip. After lunch 
shoppers may complete their shopping at Five Oaks Outlet, perhaps the best overall of the outlet malls. 

11 :OO a.m. -4:00 p.m. Dollywood Theme Park. Four shows; a steam engine train to ride; an Eagle Santuary, America's 
largest non-releasable bald eagles; Kingdom Heirs Gospel Group; plenty of restaurants, mountain music and more. 

6:30 - 11 :30 p.m. Banquet, Convention Center, Holiday Inn W.F. (Keep your ticket stub for door prizes.) 

Thurs., June 4 7:00 - 8:oo a.m. Catholic Mass, Holiday Inn W.F. 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Breakfast, Convention Center, Holiday Inn W.F. (Keep your ticket stub for door prizes) 

9:15 - 10:00 a.m. Memorial Service at Convention Amphitheater. We urge your attendance as we remember and pay 
tribute to our comrades who shed their blood on the battlefield, and those who departed this world since last we met. 

-----------------------------------------
7th Infantry Division Association Reunion 

Knoxville, Tennessee, June 1-4\ 1995 • lioliday Inn World's Fair 

Name of Member ______________________ ,___ ___ -------c~---,-,-,~~~-~----~ 
Unit served in,Co/Btry., Reg., Bn. 

Address __________________________ ~-----~------~----
City St:ite Zip 

Wife /Guest __________________________________________ _ 

Fri. Nite Banquet 

Sat. Morn. Breakfast 

Sat. Nile Banquet 

Sat. Morn. Breakfast 

Dues for period June 1995 - June 1997 

(Fri.) Oak Ridge/Museum of Appalachia 

(Sat.) Factory Outlet Shoppers Tour 

(Sat) Dollywood Theme Park Tour 

MEALS 

$21.00 per person .................................................. Total $---~-----

$10.00 per person ................................................. Total $ ________ _ 

$25.00 per person ................................................. Total $ __ ~------

$10.00 per person .................................................. Total $ ________ _ 

Dues $ --~1~5.~0~0 ___ _ 

TOURS 

$18.00 per person ................................................. Total $---~-----

$~.00 per person ................................................... Total $ ________ _ 

$18.00 per person .................................................. Total ~ ________ _ 

....................... : ............................................ Grand Total $ ________ _ 

Please complete the above and return with check or money order payable to 7th Inf. Div. Association. Mail to: 7th Inf. Div. Association, 7303 
"H" St., Little Rock, AR 72205-2636. Deadline date is May 10, 1995 to have your reunion reservation form with check/money order anive 
at above address. 

(Copy and clip) 
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Directions to 
Holiday Inn World's Fair 

Traveling from the west, exit off of 1-40 at the 17th St. exit in 
downtown Knoxville, turn right at 1st light onto Western St., travel to 
1st light and turn right on Henley. Holiday Inn is about two blocks on 
the right. 

Traveling from east on 1-40, exit at 17th St. exit and follow the 
sigos to the Convention Center, which is at the Holiday Inn. 

R. V. Park, The Convention Center recommends the Southlake 
RV Park. It is the closest and most accessible to the hotel. Then 
continue on down Henley (it becomes Chapman H-way 441) for 
about 1 112 miles to Highway 33 (Maryville Pike). The park is about 
6 miles from the hotel. Southlake RV Park has a swimming pool, full 
hook-up, children's area, picnic tables, hot showers, laundry, ice, 
shaded sites. 

Address: 

3730 Maryville Pike (Hwy 33), 
Knoxville, TN 38920 
Ph. (615) 573-1837 

Rates for 1993 are WIEIS $15.00, WIS $14_00. 

HEADQUARTERS 7th INFANTRY DIVISION 
Office Of The Commanding General, APO 7 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Rotatees, 7th Division 

If it were not for this shooting war we are engaged in, I would be 
here personally today to say "so long" to you and to wish you God
speed. You have earned your relief from combat and your return to 
your families and loved ones. 

I am proud to have had you in my division, as I have been proud 
and privileged to have beenyourcommander. You have been faced 
over here in Korea with adverse conditions of weather and terrain 
perhaps never before encountered by the American Army. You 
have met successfully every test, every challenge, every objective 
given to you. You have met them with determination and high 
courage. 

A word of caution! Remember always that you are returning 
home as a representative of your squad, your company or battery, 
your regiment and your division. Your conduct will reflect in the 
public's eye, the unit you represent. Let us make that a good 
impression. So also should you tell our public and new draftees and 
the plain and unexaggerated truth about our fighting prowess - that 
our GI can lick the hell out of a dozen Commies anytime, anywhere. 

May we serve together again. Good luck. 

C.B. Ferenbaugh 
Maj Gen, USA, Commanding 

,---------------------------------------7 
Reservation Form - Holiday Inn World's Fair 

1 

l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Name------------------------------------------
Street Address ______________________________________ _ 

City --------------------State---------- Zip _______ _ 

Will arrive on (Date)------------------- at (Time) _______________ _ 

Will depart on (Date) __________________ at(Time) ----------------

Amount of deposit enclosed $ _____________________ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Credit Card No. __________________________ I 

A computer code has been assigned for your convenience in 
making telephone reservations. Please refer to this code 
when making reservations. One day's deposit is required to 
guarantee your reservations. Refunds will be made when 
cancellations are received 72 hours prior to arrival date. 
Reservations received after cut-off date will be confirmed on 
a space available basis at convention rates. 

To make reservations, please complete the information above 
and return this form to this Hotel by the cut-off date. Reser
vations must be guaranteed for arrival by credit card number 
or first night's deposit. Cancellation notice is 72 hours prior to 
the day of arrival to avoid charge to the credit number or 
forteiture of deposit. Reservations may also be made by 
dialing (615) 522-2800 or (800) Holiday (465-4329). 

RESERVATION OFFICE 
HOLIDAY INN WORLD'S FAIR 

525 Henley St. 

.------------------.1 7th Infantry Division Association I 
June 1-4, 1995 I 

Reservation Code: Div I 

Reservations received after Sn/95 will be confirmed on a space 
available basis. 

No. of 
Rooms 

-- Single 
-- Double 
__ Triple 

-- Quad. 

2nd to 9th 
Floor Rates 

$64.95 

$64.95 
$64.95 

$64.95 

13.25% tax applies to above rates. 

10th to 11th 
Floor Rates 

$94.95 
$94.95 

$94.95 
$94.95 

Discounts and promotional rates do not apply 
to the above rates. 

Share with _________________ _ 

All rates based on existing beds • Rollaways $10 extra. 

Check-In Time 3:00 p.m. Check-Out 11:00 a.m. 

I Knoxville, TN 37902 Preference: D King D Double D Smoking D Non-smoking 

L---------------------------------------~ 
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Financial Statement 
7th Infantry Division Association 

October 1993 thru September 1994 

Merchandise for Resale 
Leslie Brown 
Osborn Printing 
The Wards 
Victor McCabe 
Quincy Sales 
Turner Publishers 

Donations 
Nation Medal of Honor 

Postage 
US Postmaster 
Perry Whitmore 
LO. Haire 

Data Entry 
Rhein 

Salaries 
James Huntsman 
Perry Whitmore 

Travel Expenses 
Perry Whitmore 
James Huntsman 
Maurice Reeves 
Clinton Bus Company 
(Deposit on Tour Bus) 

Printing 
Pro Printing (Newsletter) 

Refunds 
Victor Cocklin 
Chester Halvorson 
J.E. Begley 
Wendale E. McAllster 
Alan Halliwell 
Raymond Cadei 

Bonds 
Allen Shumate-Horner 

Miscellaneous Expenses 
Maurice Reeves 
(Copy work, phone, supplies, postage) 
LO. Haire ($75.00 salary included) 
Mrs. Paul Snyder 
Lions Club Blind Center 
Breedlove's Flower Shop 

Ending Cash Balance (9/30/93) 
Adjustments (Add) 
Total Receipts (10/93 - 9/94) 
Less Expenses 

Ending Cash Balance 9/30/94 

$ 

$1,693.43 

270.00 
248.45 
175.00 
252.50 
105.00 
325.00 

25.00 

327.29 
112.52 
30.05 

482.64 

500.00 
250.00 

196.60 
196.60 
99.86 

250.00 

1,942.77 

15.00 
15.00 
9.38 

10.00 
25.00 

1.00 

100.00 

650.39 
339.34 

25.00 
25.00 
38.69 

23,058.73 

11,981.00 
7,043.28 

29,689.88 
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Postal Donations 
(Always appreciated) 

Rert Basal ............................................................................ 5.00 

William B. Schaub .............................................................. 15.00 

Walter Hammond .............................................................. 20.00 

Herb Chandler .................................................................... 10.00 

Richard Hill ......................................................................... 1 o.oo 

R.G. Cole ............................................................................ 10.00 

Chas. R. McCauley ............................................................ 10.00 

Bernard Tippie .................................................................... 10.00 

Gerald Houchin .................................................................. 10.00 

David Sasse ......................................................................... 4.00 

James Wyllie ...................................................................... 10.00 

Bobby G. Webb .................................................................. 10.00 

W.J. McGaffrey (L TG) ........................................................ 10.00 

Dee C. Parsons .................................................................... 8.00 

Oscar R. Beck ..................................................................... 3.00 

\' 
I 

. "· ia-te .· 
-.. n=· 

2-20-92 Mike Saksun D/32 
2-19-93 Frank Alger D/32 
9-6-93 William Koester B/13 
1-6-92 Otto C. Eggert M/17 
10-4-93 Doug Price 
11-14-93 Flavel Van Pelt D/32 
1-30-94 Dante L. Viani 31 FA 
4-9-94 Paul W Snyder A/57FA 
10-8-92 Junius Richard 7/MP 

Arthur M. Jerdie Hq/7 
2/93 Bill Baggett F/32 
4-7-93 Gerald J. Eastman D/13 
7-1-93 Carl L Limbaugh A/32 
2-4-92 Thomas M. Haines M/17 
4-4-92 Ernest C. Rieder l/17 
11-4-93 Robert Foch Ross A/48 
5-27-94 Jake F. Wittler C/17 

Edward L Hodge 
8-30-93 Robert Davenport Hq./31 FA 
9-13-93 Gerald H. Ulm K-Hq./3/17 
1-19-92 Walter Wisinite F/17 
4-14-93 Marion L Priebe Hq./13 
92 Robert W. Secor C-Sv/31 FA 
5-16-93 James W. Retter F/31 Inf. 
11-2-92 Leroy F. Wilhelm HMtr/32 
2-92 Walter Jasper A/57 
5/25/94 Harry Harbacho M/17 
11/28/93 Fred A. Johnson C/13 

Plat. Sgt. 3rd Platoon "A Soldier" 



Caps 
VERY NICE QUALITY AND AVAILABLE! The Association's cap! 
See the illustration; three choices of color (whne, black or red); and 
the decal with the Hour-Glass the size of a silver dollar and in full color 
is made right on the front panel of the cap .. .the material qua/ny is 
especially nice and the back of the hat is adjustable so "one size fits 
all." We have the caps on hand the cost of $9.00 per cap and postage 
paid to your address. 

Bolo Tie 
We have the pleasure of offering readers of the newsletter the 7th. 
Division Bolo String Tie. The emblem on this string tie is exactly the 
same size as that which is on the belt buckle. It is the size of a silver 
dollar and is in full color and is baked-on enamel. The Bolo String Tie 
is very attractive and sells for $18.00 postage paid to your address. 
We know you'll enjoy having one! 

The following merchandise is available at the Quartermaster. 
All ttems displays the HOURGLASS in color. Make check or 
money order payable to: 7th Infantry Division Association. 

Send to: 
Quartermaster, LO. "Rabbit" Haire 

6078 Danbury Ct. 
Morrow, GA 30260 

Book, 7th Inf. Div. History, 1991 
Bolo Ties, silver or gold 
Belt Buckles, silver or gold 
Caps; black, red, or white 
Coins, 7ID Souvenir 
Decal 7th Inf. Div. Hourglass (2 for $3.00) 
Hat Pins 
Key Rings, flat 
Key Chain Knife 
Shoulder Patches (2 for $7.00) 
Tee Shirts 
Tie Tack 

$ 45.00 
18.00 
18.00 

9.00 
3.00 
2.00 
3.50 
5.00 
6.00 
4.00 

12.00 
3.50 
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Key Chain Knife 
The 7th Division Dey Chain Knife. It is with 1 blade. Knife length is 
2"wnh knife body in whne, print in black, emblem is full color (key ring 
locks!). bet your ex-GI or your gal or all the grandkids would love to 
have one! $6.00 postage paid to your address! 

Helt Buckle 
We have that classy 7th Division Belt Buckle! See the illustration: it 
is oval shaped, size 2 1/4 x 3 112"; outer edge of buckle is gold color 
and inner oval is polished nickel; the hour-glass emblem in full color 
is the size of a silver dollar and is baked-on enamel ... which just 
wears and wears ... and shines! Buckle has the usual hook and 
hinge on the back-side. It is $18.00 postage paid to you ... it is a real 
attention-getter! (Sale of these items helps keep your treasurer "in 
the black" and enables us to hold down the cost of dues to a 
reasonable amount so most 7th Division vets can afford membership!.) 

--(~~-~~-~-c::;,. 
~~~~:~-,~--

Attention 
Delinquent Dues Members 
Please refer to your address label. Our records 
reflect you have overlooked the payment of your 
dues. Association dues are due in June of odd 
numbered years in the amount of $15.00. We 
cannot mail you the newsletter without the pay
ment of your dues. This is your last newsletter. 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

IDENTITY: 
last name First Modle initial 

ADDRESS: ___________________________ _ 
Strool or RR# Apartment # 

MISC.: 

MILITARY: 

AWARD: 

City 

Wife·s name ot next of kin 

Home phone 

Place employed 

co/btry/rcgt 
7th Inf. Div. unit 
served in 
Fr. 

Overseas Service In 7th Inf. Div. 

DECORATIONS: 

State 

Business phone 

SSN 

Zip Code 

highest rank or gracle 

SERV. MEDALS: _________________________ _ 

REMARKS: ----------------------------------

RECOMMENDED 
BYTTH IDA 
MEMBER: NAME 

SIGNATURE DATE 

ADDRESS 

Please print or type the above information. Make check or money order in the amount of $25.00 payable to 7th Inf. 
Div. Assn. Dues thereafter will be $15.00 every two years beginning with the next reunion. 

MAIL TO: Maurice Reeves. President 
7th Inf. Div. Associalion 
7303 H St. 
Little Rock, AR 72205 

New Members are immediately placed on our mailing list and receive a paid up dues card, lapel pin, auto decal, 
copy of our current newsletter and a copy of our constttution and bylaws. 
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